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MEDIA SERVICES & PROCEDURES 
 

Welcome to the 2013 California Rodeo Salinas.  
This 4-day event has many feature attractions, events & services to make your coverage exciting. 

 
Rodeo location:  Salinas Sports Complex * 1034 N. Main Street * Salinas, CA 93906 

 
 Media Services 

 Media Booth……………………….…......................................West side of arena, behind Crown Royal Saloon 
 Marketing Manager…………………………………................……..................................................Mandy Linquist 
 Regular Hours……………………………………....................................…………...........…...........9:00 am to 9:00 pm 
 Telephone……………………………………….............................................Administrative Office: (831) 775-3100 
 Fax.………………………………………………………………………...........................................................(831) 757-5134 
 Website.……………………………………………………………….....................................................www.carodeo.com 
                         Marketing Manager: (831) 775-3102 
                         Marketing Manager Cell: (831) 809-4006 
 Email………………………………………………………….........................................................mlinquist@carodeo.com 
 Marketing Assistant.......................................................................................................Amanda Gianolini 
 Email...................................................................................................................agianolini@carodeo.com 
 Telephone...............................................................................................................Office: (831) 775-3185 
              Cell: (831) 214-5430 
 
Media Credentials and Important Access Info 
A Media Credentials Form must be submitted in advance of Rodeo dates and verification of assignment 
obtained by Marketing Manager before credentials will be issued. The Media Credentials Request form may be 
downloaded from carodeo.com under “news & media.” 
 
Media Credentials and parking passes can be picked up on Wednesday for the PBR and 
starting Thursday morning for the Rodeo at the Rodeo Office from Marketing Assistant, Amanda 
Gianolini, each day of Rodeo with presentation of photo I.D.  Rodeo Office is located at the South end of the 
Complex near the intersection of N. Main and Iris.   
 
Media Parking will be in Lot A (enter off of Maryal Drive) north end of complex. See MAP on pg. 7 
 
Only those bearing Media Passes will be permitted access to General Rodeo Grounds. Only those bearing a 
Chute Pass badge will be permitted behind the chutes and in the photography pit on arena floor. All access 
arrangements must be made with the Marketing Manager. News film crews may enter through Maryal Drive 
entrance and must have prior consent and proper parking credentials to park in the in-field near Crown Royal 
Saloon. A camera platform has been erected in front of Crown Royal Saloon for news film crew’s use, as well as 
on the north end of the bucking chutes. The latest news, events, schedule or event changes, etc. will be 
available in the Media Booth (behind Crown Royal Saloon). 
 
Interviews: 

All interviews with Rodeo President and/or Directors, Miss California Rodeo, contestants, and performers 
must be arranged with Mandy Linquist or Amanda Gianolini in advance. Last minute interviews cannot be 
guaranteed and media are asked to respect the limited time and manpower of the marketing staff and the 
cowboys before and after competition. A Spanish speaking spokesperson will be available to Hispanic media 
services for interviews with 48 hours notice. 
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2013 California Rodeo Salinas, July 18-21 
 

PBR: See www.carodeo.com for link to PBR Request Form. 
You must possess a PBR media/photography card to photograph the PBR July 17. 

 

Media Outlet Name: __________________________________________________________ 
Check one: 
Newspaper:_____ Radio:_____ Television:_____ Internet:_____ Photographer:_____ 
Other: ___________________ 
Name of Contact Person: ____________________________________________________________ 
Email Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Contact Phone No.:______________________________ Fax No.:___________________________ 

 
***TV trucks & vehicles need special passes and arrangements for parking live trucks.  This must be 
made at least 1 week prior to rodeo. Space is limited. 
 

Have you covered the California Rodeo in the past: circle one  Yes         No  
Which year(s):___________________ 

 
Please list name and title of individuals requesting credentials: 
NAME/ TITLE 
1._____________________________________________ 
2_____________________________________________ 
3._____________________________________________ 
4._____________________________________________ 
5._____________________________________________ 
6._____________________________________________ 
(Additional names can be added upon special request) 
 

CREDENTIAL PICK UP: Badges will need to be picked up at the California Rodeo Salinas Office at 1034 N. Main Street 
in Salinas. They will not be mailed due to security reasons. Media members will also be required to sign a release form 
before having access to the rodeo grounds. 
 
PBR Pick Up: July 16 & 17  
Rodeo Pick Up: Thursday morning July 18 

 

Please indicate which days you will be covering the rodeo: 
All Days or (check individual performances): 
 
   
 
 

DRESS CODE: MANDATORY Attire for Chute access or Pit access is cowboy hat or no hat at all, long 
sleeve shirt, jeans, cowboy boots or other closed toed shoes; Other Areas-long sleeve shirt, pants/jeans,  
close-toed shoes (NO tennis shoes). 
NO ARENA access if you are not a PRCA photographer.  

Thursday- July 18 Friday- July 19 Saturday- July 20 Sunday- July 21 
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Please note any special needs/requests: 
(Electrical or computer hookups, etc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA BOOTH: All media should check in at the media booth daily. There will be refreshments available and this is 
a great spot to conduct interviews with the athletes. A map of the media booth will be included in your credentials 
packet. 
 
**Please let us know if you have any specific news coverage needs/location needs/interviews, ideas for stories, etc., 
that we can help set up for you. We will have a list of entrants by July 8th. 

 
Please list name and e-mail address if you want to receive 

California Rodeo press releases via e-mail: 
 

Name  e-mail Address 

  

  

  

  

 
 

REQUEST FORMS FOR PBR & RODEO MUST BE RECEIVED 
BY THE CALIFORNIA RODEO BY JULY 10TH 

 
Fax this form to: 

Attn: Mandy Linquist – Press Credentials 
Fax (831) 757-5134 

 
 

Mail it to: 
2013 California Rodeo Salinas Press Credentials 

Attn: Mandy Linquist 
P.O. Box 1648, Salinas, CA 93902 

 

 

or E-Mail it to: MLINQUIST@CARODEO.COM 

 

 

mailto:MLINQUIST@CARODEO.COM
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SPECIAL NOTES FOR MEDIA 2013 

 
 
***Please give proper photography credits with the use of any photos in the Media Guide or 
        provided on the thumb drive from the California Rodeo Salinas. Photographers name is include 

         in the title of the photo file. Please call Amanda at 831-775-3185 or email her at 
agianolini@carodeo.com with any questions. 

 
***Dress code will be strictly enforced behind the chutes and in the arena this year; no baseball 
      caps, either a cowboy hat or no hat. 
 
***Shots you don’t want to miss: Produce mascot race Friday night and the kids stick horse 

         race presented by Northridge Mall Thursday during the rodeo performance.  Catch Cowboy 
Kenny’s Steel Rodeo Tour on the track and the One Arm Bandit in the arena during every rodeo 
performance! 

 
 

REQUEST FORMS FOR PBR & RODEO MUST BE 
RECEIVED BY THE CALIFORNIA RODEO BY JULY 10

TH
 

 
 
 

  

mailto:agianolini@carodeo.com
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MEDIA: GENERAL PARKING MAP 
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CALIFORNIA RODEO SALINAS 
 

GROUNDS MAP 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Media Booth 
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PRCA MEDIA GUIDELINES 
 

NOTE: The following guidelines govern media covering PRCA events, as well as those  
co-sponsored and approved by the association. All media must review these guidelines. 
Failure to adhere to these guidelines may, at the discretion of the PRCA and/or the 
respective rodeo committee, result in forfeiture of media credentials and an immediate escort 
from the premises, as well as refusal of accreditation for future events. Unless specified 
otherwise, journalists and media are general terms for print, electronic, television, Internet 
and photo journalists. 
 

General Media Guidelines and Regulations 
 

★ Credentials are distributed on an as-available basis to journalists of recognized news 

outlets who are on assignment to cover the event and/or the PRCA. Journalists must 
represent recognized daily or weekly newspapers; news services; recognized publications 
and outlets that regularly cover rodeo; recognized national/regional radio and television 
networks; local radio and television stations; and/or recognized Internet sites. In each case, 
this determination is at the sole discretion of the PRCA and the respective rodeo. 

★ Accreditation badge must be worn at all times. Freelance journalists and photographers 

must provide proof of assignment to be considered for accreditation. Freelance 
photographers must sign a form agreeing that the images they take will only be used for that 
specific publication and for that specific story – they cannot be sold over the Internet or used 
in any other way. 

★ Credential applications and approved credentials to cover individual PRCA rodeos are 

available through each individual rodeo. Media credentials should be requested well in 
advance of the rodeo. 

★ Security checkpoints and procedures have been implemented in the interest of safety for 

everyone.  Accredited media are expected to cooperate with the procedures and 
requirements implemented for access to the media, photographer and broadcast areas. 
Media access will vary by rodeo, and the media rules of the respective rodeo must be 
followed. 

★ Contestants may be available for interviews after they compete.  

★ Many of the individuals staffing media areas are volunteers, and accredited media and 

broadcasters are expected to treat them with courtesy and respect. 

★ Where provided (the Wrangler NFR, Justin Boots Playoffs, Justin Boots Championships 

and other major rodeos), the media workroom and other media areas are the workplaces for 
accredited media. To ensure a positive working environment for all, please avoid making 
excessive noise in working areas; do not leave belongings in the common work area 
overnight; and dispose of unwanted papers, etc., to assist in keeping the area neat. A media 
workroom is not a gathering place for staff and volunteers. 

★ The media rooms at the PRCA’s premier events (the Wrangler NFR and the Justin Boots 

Playoffs and Championships) are nonsmoking areas. 

★ Due to the limited number of general-use phones (if provided), accredited media should be 

aware of the needs of other journalists and limit phone usage to story filing and business-
related calls. 
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★ Phones that have been ordered by individual media outlets are for the exclusive use of 

representatives from those media outlets.  

★ Each individual is responsible for his/her personal property. The PRCA and/or the local 

rodeo committee are not responsible for thefts or damage to personal items. 

★ Media access to contestant dressing and warm-up areas is regulated by the respective 

rodeo.  
 

Television, Radio and Internet  
★ The PRCA owns the rights to originate live, play-by-play coverage from the rodeo grounds, 

and in many instances, these rights may have been awarded to a broadcast or cable network 
and/or an Internet provider.  Subject to limitations, local radio, television stations, networks 
and Internet providers who were not specifically granted those rights are nonetheless 
encouraged to cover PRCA events with the following limitations. 

★ The PRCA retains all rights to the filming, taping, recording in any media now or hereafter 

known, still footage/ photography, radio or television broadcasting or reproduction in any 
manner or form thereof of any PRCA-sanctioned event. The only exception is coverage for 
local, regularly scheduled newscasts. Any nonlocal news outlets must first get approval from 
the national PRCA office and the local rodeo before they can shoot footage at any PRCA-
sanctioned rodeo. 

★ Some rodeo rounds are televised, and for those sessions, access may be limited. 

★ Any TV/radio broadcaster who does not comply with the above regulations will, without 

warning, have his/her accreditation withdrawn for the remainder of the rodeo and may be 
banned by the PRCA from covering future events. 

★ For local, regional and national TV news coverage, video of PRCA rodeos shall not 

exceed three minutes in length in the daily aggregate and must be part of a regularly 
scheduled newscast. Only prerecorded footage may be included in these reports. The outlet 
may not purport to show live play-by-play coverage from a rodeo unless approved in advance 
by the local rodeo and the PRCA. 

★ Local credentialed TV outlets may broadcast live from the rodeo grounds, as long as the 

broadcast does not include footage from inside the arena (which is covered above). 

★ The use of tripods is limited, based on available space. 

★ Television cameras are not allowed on the arena floor, with the exception of the TV 

network covering the event.  

★ The PRCA owns the rights to all recorded coverage of its rodeos, whether it airs on a 

national, regional and/or local network. such television outlets will provide the PRCA with 
copies of their coverage upon request.  

★ Radio and Internet (audio or video) coverage may not purport to be live play-by-play from 

the rodeo unless this capacity has been approved and arranged in advance with the local 
committee and the PRCA. 
 

General Photography Guidelines 
★ Only PRCA-accredited photographers are allowed to shoot in the arena. The only 

exception to this is a post-rodeo ceremony shot, if applicable.  

★ Freelance photographers will not be accredited without proof of assignment for a specific 

media outlet and without signing an agreement to limit usage of the images to the specified 
assignment. 
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★ Photographers must shoot from designated photo areas. Photographers may not shoot 

behind the bucking chutes during a roughstock event except with specific committee approval 
and may shoot from there for timed events only with the appropriate approval.  

★ Equipment guidelines: Cameras should be sLR or DsLR, with an appropriate lens to 

capture action from an appropriate distance to ensure the safety of the photographer and to 
eliminate the chance of the photographer affecting the conduct of the event. Recommended 
lenses are 80-200 f2.8, 120-300 f2.8 and 300 f2.8/f4. Photographers shooting in the arena 
are required to use equipment sufficient to obtaining quality images at a respectable and safe 
distance from the action. (Norman/Quantam/Lumindyne 400-watt second flash and battery 
pack systems with high gain reflectors or the equivalent are recommended. The TTL setting 
is preferred.) Those shooting behind the chutes must use only equipment that can be carried.  

★ Commercial photography is prohibited unless it has received prior approval and the proper  

clearances have been made.  

★ Any secondary non-editorial or commercial use of any picture, film or drawing of a 

competitor is prohibited without prior consent of the PRCA and the contestant. 

★ All pictures must be taken at an appreciable distance, as far from the action as possible, 

and from angles that are not in the direct line of sight for the contestant or the judges. Most 
rodeos will have designated photo areas. Photographers who do not comply fully with the 
above regulations may, without warning, have their credentials withdrawn for the remainder 
of the rodeo and may be banned by the PRCA from attending future events. 
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ABOUT THE RODEO 
 
Professional Bull Riding 

July 17  
You’ve seen it on television, now you can watch it live as forty-five of the 
world’s best bull riders meet in Salinas to compete for more than $40,000. 
The Professional Bull Riders are bucking into Salinas on July 17th for a 
night filled with rank bulls, high scores and big wrecks. The Professional 
Bull Riders Touring Pro event will begin at 7pm (gates open at 5pm) at the 
Salinas Sports Complex. 
 

California Rodeo Salinas 
July 18-21 
The 2013 Wrangler Million Dollar ProRodeo Tour makes a stop in Salinas, bringing some of 
the best cowboys and cowgirls ProRodeo has to offer. The California Rodeo Salinas is one 
of the top 20 rodeos in the US and draws over 700 of the best cowboys and cowgirls from across 
America to compete for almost $400,000 in prize money and the coveted gold and silver 
Salinas belt buckle. This annual event also draws over 50,000 fans to the Salinas Sports 
Complex each year to see action-packed rodeo events such as bull riding, team roping, steer 
wrestling, saddle bronc riding and more. The track that surrounds the arena is also full of 
action, specialty performances, barrel racing, mutton busting and several other crowd-pleasing 
events.  
 

About Rodeo in General 
 

Scoring the Rider: In all roughstock events, contenders must ride for eight seconds. 

 
In saddle bronc riding: 
-a rider must mark out his horse with the first jump out of the chute. 
-a rider loses points if his toes are not turned out and if spurring is not continuous throughout the 
ride. 
-judges award points primarily based on the rider’s spurring action in the bronc riding. 
-a rider’s rhythm and timing is important in either gaining or losing points with the horse’s bucking. 
In bull riding: 
-points are scored by the rider maintaining body control and position regardless of the bull’s actions 
-spurring is not required in this event, but can add points to the rider’s score. 

 
Scoring the Animal 
High kicking action with hind legs extended is optimal; the higher the kick, the better the 
score. Strength and force of the animal’s bucking action are important; how hard the animal 
tries to throw the rider and every time the animal changes direction or spins increases the 
animal’s score. Rolling and twisting adds points to the score as well. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 
About California Rodeo Salinas 
The California Rodeo Salinas will celebrate 103 Years of Rodeo July 18-21, 2013. The California Rodeo 
Association is a not-for-profit organization that strives to preserve and promote the traditions of the 
California Rodeo Salinas and the West. We support the community and other non-profit 
organizations through the staging of the annual California Rodeo Salinas and other year round 
operations of the Salinas Sports Complex. Through donation of our facility, vending and fundraising 
opportunities during Rodeo and other events, the California Rodeo Association returns over $300,000 
annually to local non-profits. For more information about the California Rodeo Salinas, visit 
www.CARODEO.com or call the California Rodeo Office at 831-775-3100. 
 
 

California Rodeo Salinas 
 
California Rodeo Salinas Scholarships 
Each year the California Rodeo Salinas offers up to ten scholarships for students graduating from 
Salinas Valley High Schools who are attending Hartnell Junior College or transferring from Hartnell 
to a University. Students must be 17 years of age or older with 4 scholarships reserved for children 
or grandchildren of Rodeo Committee Members in good standing. The California Rodeo Committee 
believes in promoting education and helping the youth in the area to become successful. Applications 
are available each year at the California Rodeo Office. 
 
 

 
  



 

BIG DREAMS for BIG WEEK  14 JULY 18-21, 2013 
 

 
2012 California Rodeo Salinas Was Indeed a “Hot One” 

Talented Cowboys, Entertainment for the Whole Family and Much More 
 
 
The 102nd California Rodeo is in the books and the tagline “102: It’s Gonna Be a Hot One” couldn’t 
have been more true.  Attendance at the 2012 Rodeo was dead even with the 2011 numbers and 
rodeo fans were treated once again to one of the hottest shows in the rodeo industry with non-
stop action in the arena and track for four days in July.  
 
Each night or day of the Rodeo featured some sort of theme, Thursday night kicked off with the 
Tough Enough to Wear Pink theme to raise awareness for cancer and also $1 from each ticket 
sold that night was donated to the Comprehensive Cancer Center at Salinas Valley Memorial 
Healthcare System. Cowboys and fans wore pink to show their support and watched as Tracy 
Hinson was crowned the 2012 Miss California Rodeo Salinas on the Track. 
 
Friday night was Fight Hunger Night and the crowd witnessed 11 giant mascots from various 
produce companies racing down the track to raise funds and awareness for Ag Against Hunger, a 
local non-profit that delivers fresh produce to local food banks.  The Salinas sky was lit up during 
a fireworks show before the popular finale Freestyle Bullfights.  
 
Saturday was the Salute to Military Day which included a grand entry with vintage military 
vehicles and local Veterans being honored on the track.  Active Military also gained free entry to 
the Rodeo that day by showing their ID as a part of the Wrangler National Patriot Program the 
Rodeo promotes Monterey Bay Veterans, a local non-profit that takes Veterans and Wounded 
Warriors fishing. The arena wasn’t the only place the dirt was flying, funny man Slim Garner and 
his yellow plane on wheels had people on the edge of their seats as he ‘flew’ down the track. 
 
Sunday was the Day of Champions at the Rodeo where the winning contestant in each event 
received their prize buckles. Highlights included: Shane Proctor, the current Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association World Champion Bull Rider, winning our bull riding and being the only man 
to ride two bulls all weekend. Trevor Brazile, 9 time All Around World Champion, and his partner 
Patrick Smith won the Team Roping average here with a time of 46.4 seconds on five steers. 
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CALIFORNIA RODEO SALINAS  
2012 CHAMPIONS  

 
 
 
PBR Touring Pro Champion                 Cody Ford 
  
All-Around Champion         Russell Cardoza 
 
Bareback Riding                 Tilden Hooper, Joe 
            Gunderson, Brian Bain 
 
Team Roping          Trevor Brazile & Patrick Smith 
 
Saddle Bronc Riding          Spencer Wright 
 
Tie-Down Roping            Hunter Herrin 
 
Steer Wrestling                  Tom Lewis 
 
Bull Riding            Shane Proctor 
 
WPRA Barrel Racing            Brittany Pozzi 
 
Gold Card Team Roping               Joe Murray & Frank Perez 
 
Freestyle Bull Fights            Cody Webster 
 
Non-Pro Bridle Class                Jason Fisher 
 
Open Hackamore Class                  John Ward 
 
Open Stockhorse Class             Ed Roberston 
 
Industrial Calf Dressing             Taylor Farms 
           Chris Rotticci, Ted Taylor, Jim Bryan 
 
Mutton Busting                               Jack Nolan 
 
Committee Team Roping            Bert Ferrasci & Lee Legasey 
 
Open Ranch Doctoring            Bert Ferrasci, Ronnie Garcia 
               Levi Grantham, Ryan White 
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2013 QUICK FACTS 
 
 
Dates & Times:   13th Annual Professional Bull Riding   July 17 - 7pm 
    103rd California Rodeo Salinas   July 18, 19- 6pm 
          July 20, 21 - 1:15pm 
 
Location:  Salinas Sports Complex, Rodeo Grounds 

    1034 North Main Street, Salinas, CA 93906 
 
No. of contestants:   Over 700 
 
Rodeo President:   Benny Jefferson 
 
Stock Contractors:   Western Rodeos, Inc., Flying T Cattle Co., 
    Sub-Contractors: Flying U Rodeo, Corey & Horst, Flying Diamond, 
    Rafter G, Slash T Rodeo Co., Four Star Rodeo, Rick Kieckhefer 
 
Arena events:    Bareback Riding, Saddle Bronc Riding, Bull Riding, 
    Tie Down Roping, Steer Wrestling and Team Roping 
 
Track events:    Women’s Professional Barrel Racing, Open Stockhorse, 
    Hackamore, Non-pro Bridle, Open Ranch Doctoring, 
    Freestyle Bullfights, Calf Dressing & Mutton Busting 
 
Arena Bullfighters:   Eric Layton & Tim O’Conner 
 
Freestyle Bullfighters:  Ross Hill, Dave Jantzi, Nathan Harp 
    Evan Allard, Kyle Lippincott, Cody Webster 
 
Barrelmen:   Mark Swingler & Andy Burelle 
 
Specialty Act:   John Payne “One Arm Bandit” & Cowboy Kenny’s Steel Rodeo Tour 
 
Announcers:    Wayne Brooks, Lampasas, TX; Will Rasmussen, Choteau, MT 
 
Miss California Rodeo 2012:  Tracy Hinson- Sunnyvale, CA 
 

Ticket Information:  $13 to $20; (800) 549-4989 or www.CARODEO.com 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
 
 
 
Friday July 12    4pm   Carnival opens (Expo Site) 
    5pm   Cowboys & Cabernet - Cowboy Poetry & Wine Tasting 
 
Saturday July 13   6:30pm  Kiddie Kapers Parade (Old Town Salinas) 
      Presented by Salinas Californian 
    8:00pm  Colmo del Rodeo Parade (Old Town Salinas) 
      Presented by Taylor Farms 

 
Wednesday July 17   8am    Cowboy Shoot Out Golf Tournament – 
      Salinas Golf & Country Club    
    7pm   Professional Bull Riding, Gates open at 5pm 
    7pm   Miss CA Rodeo - Personality and Appearance, Steinbeck 
      Institute of Art and Culture 
 
Thursday July 18   8:30am  Miss California Rodeo Salinas Horsemanship 
    11am   Hall of Fame Induction - Director’s Patio 
    3pm   Mini-Parade on East Alisal Street 
    4pm   Gates Open 
      Heritage Museum Opens 
    4:30pm  Kids Stick Horse Race 

      Presented by Northridge Mall 
    5pm   McDonald’s Kids Corral Opens 
    6pm   Grand Entry & Rodeo: TOUGH ENOUGH TO WEAR 
         PINK NIGHT 
 
Friday July 19    3pm   Mini-Parade North Main Street 
    4pm   Gates Open 
      Heritage Museum Opens 
    5pm   McDonald’s Kids Corral Opens 
    6pm   Grand Entry & Rodeo : FIGHT HUNGER NIGHT 
 
Saturday July 20   10am   Gates Open 
      Heritage Museum Opens 
    11am   McDonald’s Kids Corral Opens 
    11:30am  Horse Parade - Old Town Salinas 
      Presented by Macy’s 
    12pm   Special Buckaroos Rodeo (Rodeo Track) 
    1:15pm  Grand Entry & Rodeo: SALUTE TO MILITARY DAY 
 
Sunday July 21   10am   Gates open 
      Heritage Museum Opens 
    10:30am  Cowboy Church 
    11am   McDonald’s Kids Corral Opens 
    11:30am  Horse Parade- Old Town Salinas 
      Presented by Macy’s 

   1:15pm  Grand Entry & Rodeo:  
     DAY OF CHAMPIONS   
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Personnel:  
The Voices in the Sky and the Animals that Make the Dirt Fly! 
 
Rodeo Announcer, Wayne Brooks 
Wayne Brooks is the friendly voice behind the mic at the California Rodeo Salinas. His upbeat 
personality and unmistakable voice give energy and excitement to rodeo crowds across America and 
Canada. Wayne’s unique insight into the rodeo world comes from his time spent in the arena as a 
competitor. Wayne has had the privilege of announcing several key ProRodeo events across America, 
such as the National Finals Steer Roping and Dodge National Finals Rodeo. He has also used his talent 
for the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo, the Calgary Stampede and several rodeos in California each 
year. Wayne’s biggest accomplishment is 
undoubtedly being named PRCA Announcer of the 
Year in 2005 and 2010. In his spare time, Wayne 
spends time with his wife and three children at his 
home in Lampasas, Texas. The California Rodeo is 
proud to have Wayne back again this year. 
 
 

Rodeo Announcer, Will Rasmussen 
A smooth, easy-listening voice, solid knowledge of 
rodeo and a style that is both entertaining and 
informative are the mix of elements that makes Will 
Rasmussen one of the Professional Rodeo 
Cowboys Association’s most popular rodeo 
announcers. With more than a decade of experience in 
the industry and now a Wrangler endorsee, Rasmussen is a veteran rodeo announcer. His work across 
the nation has included dozens of appearances at rodeo and rodeo-related events including: two 
times at the Dodge National Circuit Finals in Pocatello, Idaho; Montana PRCA Pro Rodeo Finals  
and Sheridan Wyo Rodeo in Sheridan, Wyoming.  The Choteau, Montana resident has a love for 
rodeo that stems from his experience as the oldest child of the “Rodeoing Rasmussens,” a family in 
which just about everyone is involved in the sport of rodeo. His mother is a timer at rodeos and his 
father an experienced announcer. One brother is a competitor and his youngest brother, Flint, is the 
8 time PRCA Clown of the Year. Will has been announcing the action on the track in Salinas for several 
years now, and the California Rodeo is pleased to have him back. 

 
 
Stock Contractor 
Western Rodeos Inc, Henrietta, OK 
Dan & Linda Russell 
Hall of Fame Bucking Bull: Skoal’s Pacific Bell, inducted in Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame in 2007. 
Western Rodeos brings along Corey & Horst, Flying Diamond, Rafter G, Four Star Rodeo, Slash T 
Rodeo Co. and Flying U Rodeo Companies to Salinas with great stock to add to the show in the arena. 
Flying T Cattle Company from Carissa Plains, California and Rick Kieckhefer will supply the timed 
event cattle. 
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Specialty Acts, Barrelmen & Bull Fighters 
 

SPECIALTY ACTS 
 
Cowboy Kenny’s Steel Rodeo Tour presented by Jack in the box   
"Cowboy" Kenny Bartram, a Freestyle Motocross champion out of 
Oklahoma is bringing high flying  excitement to the California 
Rodeo Salinas in 2013 with his Cowboy Kenny’s Steel Rodeo Tour 
which features non-stop, action packed freestyle motocross 
entertainment.  Kenny stays true to his Stillwater, Oklahoma roots, 
wearing his signature cowboy hat and playing country music 
during his runs, making him a true individual in the freestyle 
industry.  Kenny and his team will have you on the edge of your 
seats while they make high  
flying-aerial stunt passes on the track during each performance of the 103rd California Rodeo Salinas! 
 
One Arm Bandit presented by United Ag 
John Payne, from Shidler, Oklahoma, is known by most as the One Arm Bandit.   Along with his trusty 
steeds he brings with him a herd of wild Buffalo that he uses to entertain spectators and demonstrate 
that the partnership and respect between humans and animals can be breathtaking!  The One Arm 
Bandit and tribe of wild Indians made for a great show at the 
Centennial Celebration of the California Rodeo Salinas in 2010; the 
following year John went on to win PRCA Specialty Act of the Year 
making it his unprecedented 13th win in that category.  John’s act is 
an exciting addition to the action at the Rodeo this year! 
 
 

RODEO CLOWN & BARRELMAN 
 
Rodeo Clown Mark Swingler 
Mark Swingler, from Austin, Texas, has been entertaining rodeo fans 
at Professional Rodeos for over twenty years. His ability to entertain 
rodeo fans with his diversity in comedy acts has established him as a premier entertainer in the PRCA.  

His 1927 Model “T” Clown Car, which is a ten time PRCA 
Comedy Act of the Year nominee, the Original Moonwalk, UPS 
Special Delivery and his latest addition, The World’s Worst Hot 
Dog Vendor, have kept people rolling in their seats across the 
nation.  Mark Swingler is a true entertainer and only has one 
goal on his mind when entering a rodeo arena- to make sure 
rodeo fans get their money’s worth by performing outrageous 
acts and creating an atmosphere of family fun.  He is a great 
addition to the 103rd California Rodeo Salinas!  
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FREESTYLE BARRELMAN- Andy Burelle 
 
Andy Burelle was born and raised in Michigan, “The Wolverine State”. He attended college at Eastern 
Michigan University and began his rodeo career as a bull rider at J Bar J Ranch. Soon after, he learned 

to fight bulls from the great bullfighter Rex Dunn. He and his wife, Robyn, 
now make their home in Ardmore, Oklahoma. Andy has worked most 
prestigious rodeos including the Calgary Stampede, California Rodeo 
Salinas and the Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo. He offers top-notch 
value in showmanship, inside and outside of the arena. This year we 
welcome Andy back to the Freestyle Bullfight arena but not as a 
bullfighter; instead he will be in the barrel helping his buddies stay safe 
while they maneuver around large angry bulls!  Andy’s freestyle 
bullfighting experience makes him the right guy for the job and we look 
forward to having him back at the California Rodeo Salinas.  
 

 
 

 
PROTECTION BULLFIGHTERS 

 
Eric Layton 
2013 is Eric’s seventh appearance as a Cowboy Protector at the 
California Rodeo Salinas.  A protégé of the famous bullfighter 
Joe Baumgartner, Eric joined the PRCA in 2006 and has worked 
several rodeos throughout California, Nevada and Oregon.  
Eric lives in Red Bluff, California where he works for Growney 
Bros. Rodeo Company and spends his free time hunting and 
fishing. 
 
Tim O’Connor 
Tim O’Connor is back for his second year as a Cowboy Protector at the California Rodeo Salinas.  He 
developed his skills while watching his uncle, Craig O’Connor, fight bulls throughout his childhood and 
adolescence. This season marks his 11th year as a member of the PRCA. Tim has been selected five 

times to protect the bull riders for the California Circuit Finals, 
in addition to many other major rodeos. His commitment to 
hard work and excellence pushes him to give his best to the 
bull riders, stock, and fans. 
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2013 COMMEMORATIVE POSTER 

 
Buck Taylor 
 The California Rodeo Salinas President, Benny Jefferson, had a vision of how he wanted to 

portray the involvement of youth and rodeo in the 2013 poster and the result is “BIG DREAMS for BIG 

WEEK.”   The original watercolor painted by western artist Buck Taylor portrays a small boy dreaming 

of becoming a team roper like the men he looked up to; the trusty grey horse the boy leads will be 

the vehicle to his dreams and promises to look over the boy during his journey to become a rodeo 

star.  Preserving and celebrating the heritage of the American West is the driving force behind Buck 

Taylor’s career as a watercolor artist. On movie locations he found himself sketching and painting 

during breaks in filming.  Buck’s art is an invitation to explore America’s western past. With an artistic 

career spanning fifty years both on canvas and on screen, Buck has appeared in classic period 

westerns, including ‘Have Gun Will Travel’, ‘Bonanza’, ‘Gunsmoke’ and also in other popular shows 

including ‘Dallas’ and ‘Walker, Texas Ranger’ to name a few.  Buck has received multiple awards for 

his many ventures including the “Golden Boot” award alongside Ted Turner and the “Spirit of the 

West” award with Jack Palance and Roy Rogers.  To learn more about Buck Taylor visit 

http://bucktaylor.com/  

Posters are available in the Rodeo Office for $15 each, or $30 for posters signed by Buck Taylor, and 

online at www.carodeo.com  

http://bucktaylor.com/
http://www.carodeo.com/
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MISS CALIFORNIA RODEO SALINAS 2012 
TRACY HINSON 

 

 
 
Miss California Rodeo 2012 - Tracy Hinson 
 

From Sunnyvale, Tracy Hinson is the 22 year-old daughter of Richard and Angie Hinson. In the Fall 
Tracy will be graduating as a Dean’s Scholar from San Jose State University with a degree in Broadcast 
Journalism and a minor in Radio, Television and Film. She has been accepted into Mississippi State 
University's broadcast meteorology program, an important step on her path to working as a TV 
weather correspondent. With experience in autism therapy and education Tracy participates in 
various events supporting awareness in the bay area. Her love for horses prompted her to found the 
Giddy Up Gals Equestrian Team which participated in parades within the western states, including the 
Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade in 2010 and 2011. Tracy has been an active member of the 
California State Horseman’s Association competing in reining classes and serving as their state queen. 
In 2011 she represented the 75th Sonoma County Fair as Miss Wine Country Rodeo. She claims the 
passion for rodeo and equestrian sports will live in her forever. 
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MISS CALIFORNIA RODEO SALINAS 
Contest Information 

Each July, several young women converge upon Salinas to participate in the challenge of becoming 
the next Miss California Rodeo Salinas.  Contest Chairman Laurie LaVelle and California Rodeo 
President Benny Jefferson invite you to join the competition of the Miss California Rodeo Salinas 
Contest and the celebration of the 103rd Anniversary of the California Rodeo Salinas! 

The contest winner will receive a $2,500 cash scholarship to be used at the college of her choice, a 
gold and silver trophy belt buckle, the use of a two-horse trailer for one year, along with many other 
lovely gifts and the honor of wearing the Miss California Rodeo Salinas gold and silver tiara. 

Our 2012 Miss California Rodeo Salinas, Tracy Hinson, will be traveling to rodeos, parades and events 
throughout the state promoting our contest and our rodeo.  We hope you have the opportunity to 
meet her and hear about her exciting year. 

Eligibility 

Competition is open to young women 18 – 21 years of age. Contestants must be at least 18 years old 
by July 1, 2013 without having turned 22 by July 31, 2013. Contestants may enter the contest more 
than once, but may only win once, and may not have been married or pregnant at any time. 
 
In order to be eligible, contestants must be sponsored by either a recognized horsemen’s 
organization or another recognized community organization (not commercial).  Please note:  Miss 
California Rodeo 2013 will have numerous and rewarding opportunities and experiences during her 
reign.  Therefore, if any contestant entering the 2013 Miss California Rodeo Salinas Contest currently 
holds a queen title representing another rodeo or horse organization, her reign must have ended 
prior to the start of the 2013 Miss California Rodeo Salinas Contest to be eligible to compete.   

There is no entry fee for the privilege of competing.  

Scoring 

Contestants are judged on horsemanship (40%), personality (30%), appearance (20%) and scholarship 
(10%). Horsemanship will include a short reining pattern and a presentation run on contestant’s own 
horse. Each contestant will also participate in a draw for the exchange of contestants’ horses. A short 
reining pattern will be performed by each contestant on the horse selected in the draw.  Personality 
and appearance judging will involve a brief private interview and friendly impromptu questions 
before an audience. The scholarship section will include a short examination. 
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MISS CALIFORNIA RODEO SALINAS  
2013 CONTESTANTS   

 
From the gold rush town of Placerville Jordenne Burns will compete as Miss 
Rowell Ranch Rodeo.  The daughter of Manuel Burns and Nancy Stoll 
currently attends Folsom Lake College and plans to transfer to CSU San Jose 
to pursue a degree in business.  She has dreams of working in the western 
fashion world.  Belonging to numerous equine associations Jordenne has 
successfully competed for points and awards in western pleasure in state and 
out of state.  As a member of District 3 High School Rodeo she competed in 
barrel racing and pole bending while making lasting friendships and 
educating her fellow classmates on the sport of rodeo.  Other interests in 
high school included FFA, track, cheerleading and school ambassador. As 
Miss Rowell Ranch Rodeo she thoroughly enjoyed speaking to different 
people and traveling to events and rodeos.  In her spare time she enjoys 
yoga, cooking, gardening, dance and designing some of her own clothes. 

 
Grace Tobias is the daughter of Charles and Lisa Tobias of Tres Pinos.  She is 
representing her area as Miss San Benito Rodeo.  Grace attends UC Davis 
majoring in Animal Science with the goal of attending the School of 
Veterinary Medicine.  While a participant of the UC Davis Collegiate Livestock 
Judging Team and Livestock Show Team, she serves as the Vice President of 
the Young Cattlemen’s Association of UC Davis.  Growing up on a cattle ranch 
in San Benito County and learning the necessary skills and techniques of the 
Vaquero tradition has led Grace to compete in reined cow horse.  Through 
her many 4-H experiences she reached the high honor of California State 4-H 
Ambassador and works with the current Ambassador team to organize the 
California State Leadership Conference that will celebrate the 100th year of 
the 4-H program in California.  Grace enjoys spending time with her family 
and driving her classic Mustang. 

 
 
Miss Rodeo Oakdale, Erin Stueve is the daughter of Robert and Deborah 
Stueve.  While currently attending California State University Fresno as a 
Speech-Language Pathology major, Erin has hopes of being admitted into 
CSU Fresno Masters Program to become a licensed, practicing Speech-
Language Pathologist by 2016.  With past experience showing western 
pleasure and reining, she also loves camping with her family and horses 
during the summer as a great way to appreciate nature.  In recent years 
dedication to hard work, learning from awesome individuals and 
encouragement from a loving family have given Erin the opportunity to 
represent great rodeos and associations as their queen.  Erin has always been 
very involved in community service and volunteering.  She has raised puppies 
for Guide Dogs for the Blind and has volunteered at a summer camp for 
visually impaired youth.  When not attending school or working, Erin loves 
spending time outdoors snowboarding, wakeboarding and playing sports. 

Jordenne Burns 
 

Grace Tobias 
 

Erin Stueve 
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From the south Carollann Rietta Scott enters as Miss Aqua Dulce Women’s 
Club.  The daughter of Ben and Tracey Scott is studying Journalism at the 
University of Arizona.  She worked her way up from reporter to anchor of the 
student campus television station and upon graduation plans to do the same 
at a television station in California.  Carollann started competing in Jr. Rodeo 
and placed on the state and national levels of Junior High and High School 
Rodeo.  She dedicates herself to giving back to CHSRA as their Special Rodeo 
Coordinator and helping put on adapted rodeos for special needs children 
throughout California.  Currently a member of the UA Rodeo Team, she has 
held offices, organized events and competed in breakaway roping, team 
roping and barrel racing.  Carollann was nominated by the NIRA Grand 
Canyon Region for the Walt Garrison Award that is presented to rodeo 
students who exemplify integrity, commitment, loyalty, honesty, leadership 

and perseverance. 
 
 
Marin Wolgamott, a southern Monterey County cowgirl, carries the title of 
Miss Cal Poly Rodeo.  The daughter of Duane and Brenda Wolgamott of 
Lockwood majors in Wine and Viticulture with a concentration in Enology at 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.  From planting, to bottling, and opening a new 
tasting room, Marin has gained valuable experience as a part of her family’s 
vineyard and wine business.  She dreams of traveling and working in the wine 
making countries of France and Italy.  In addition to competing for three 
years on the Cal Poly Equestrian Western Show Team, Marin has experience 
in cutting and most recently reined cow horse events.  Marin learned a great 
deal about agriculture, responsibility, leadership and showmanship as an 
active 4-H member and believes in giving back to her local 4-H community as 
a sheep project co-leader and volunteering each summer at 4-H Summer 
Camp. 
 
 
Hailing from Sonora Taylor Howell represents her hometown rodeo as  
Miss Mother Lode Round Up.  The daughter of Gary and Krista Howell plans 
to attend California State University Chico in the fall to study Agricultural 
Business.  Taylor has learned the value of hard work and preparation by 
showing horses at a young age in a variety of events including cutting, 
Western, English, gymkhana, high school rodeo and most recently reined cow 
horse.  In addition to being recognized for her academic excellence, she was 
also very active in the high school athletic fields of basketball, tennis, 
volleyball, swimming and soccer.  During the winter you may find her on the 
ski slopes as a ski instructor or competing in slalom and giant slalom events.  
With a great deal of coaching experience Taylor volunteers at many youth 
athletic camps and leagues.  Her absolutely favorite part of the rodeo is the 

pageantry of the grand entry. 

  

Carollann Rietta Scott 
 

Marin Wolgamott 

Taylor Howell 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
Cowboys & Cabernet-Cowboy Entertainment Gathering  
The 26th Annual Cowboys & Cabernet Cowboy Entertainment Gathering will be held Friday night, July 
12th at the Steinbeck Institute of Art & Culture (formerly Sherwood Hall) to help kick off Big Week. 
Talent for this year’s show will feature poetry and music by Clem Albertoni, Pat Richardson and 
headliner Juni Fisher.  Doors will open at 5pm just in time for the open mic session at 5:30pm that will 
lead into the show at 7pm.  Tickets are available for purchase at the Salinas Sports Complex Box 
Office and at www.carodeo.com; tickets are $30.  Attendees will be able to enjoy a barbecue 
available for purchase, wine tasting and silent auction.  A portion of the proceeds will benefit the 
Foundation for Monterey County Free Libraries. For information call (831) 775-3100. 

 
Kiddie Kapers Parade 
The annual Kiddie Kapers Parade will take place on Saturday July 13th as the lead in to the Colmo del 
Rodeo Parade. Kids will line up at Salinas High School, judging will begin at 5pm and the parade will 
start at 6:30pm. The theme this year is “Loads of Fun”. Judging for KKP is done by community 
members and there is a first - third place awarded in each category with cash prizes. The top cowboy 
and cowgirl get to ride at the front of the parade in special cars, and all other division winners get to 
walk in the front of their division for the parade. Each entrant gets a ribbon, a crisp $1 bill, a ticket to 
the rodeo, a carnival ride voucher and coupons from local merchants. For more information  
call 831-775-3100. 

 
Colmo del Rodeo Parade 
The Colmo Parade will grace the streets of Old Town Salinas and commemorate what was once 
the greatest parade of the West! As the California Rodeo was first produced in 1911, so was the 
first informal night parade. The parade was organized by local townsfolk, and included decorated 
automobiles that would drive down Main Street Salinas to wrap up Big Week festivities. Later in 1913 
the parade was formalized. At this time the “Colmo del Rodeo” was recognized as the largest and 
greatest night-lighted parade west of the Mississippi. Sadly, after the 1985 Big Week, the Colmo was 
eliminated from Rodeo activities, though a few years later in 1987 it was brought back and was a part 
of the Saturday horse parade. The parade was such a huge success in 2010 when it was revived for 
the 100th Anniversary of the Rodeo and again in 2011 and 2012, that it will once again take to the 
streets Saturday night, July 13, 2013 at 8pm. For more information please call Ray Pulver at  
408-629-2520 or email him at upbeatparades@aol.com  
 

Cowboy Shoot Out 
The 23rd Annual Cowboy Shoot Out Rodeo Golf Tournament will take place on Wednesday July 17th 
at the Salinas Golf & Country Club. This popular event amongst contestants, personnel and rodeo 
fans sells out every year! It’s a full day of fun starting with a 7am Cowboy Breakfast and 8am sharp 
shotgun start! The cost is $150 per person and includes breakfast, ½ cart, tee, prizes, a 
steak barbecue following the tournament held at the Director’s Patio at the Rodeo Grounds and 
more. Forms are available at the Rodeo Office or at www.CARODEO.com. Call 831-775-3100 for more 
information.  

http://www.carodeo.com/
mailto:upbeatparades@aol.com
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Professional Bull Riding 
The toughest sport on earth comes to Salinas for the 13th consecutive year on Wednesday July 17th. 
The Professional Bull Riders Touring Pro Division Event starts at 7pm (gates open at 5pm). Join us for 
non-stop bull riding action. Seat prices range from $10 for children’s grandstands to $55 for box 
seats. Visit www.carodeo.com or call 800-549-4989 for tickets. 

 
4th Annual Hall of Fame Induction Luncheon Thursday July 18, 2013 
11am-1:30pm Director’s Patio at the Salinas Sports Complex 
The California Rodeo Salinas started the Hall of Fame in 2010 to honor those who have contributed to 
this organization or excelled at their events. The California Rodeo Salinas Hall of Fame will strive to 
preserve the heritage, history and traditions of the California Rodeo Salinas along with showcasing 
individuals, organizations and livestock whose distinctive contributions to the California Rodeo 
Salinas have helped keep the traditions of the West alive. Tickets are $30. Call (831) 775-3100 to 
reserve your seat.  Full biographies and a list of inductees can be found at www.CARODEO.com under 
the “History” tab. 

 
Theme Days 
The California Rodeo Salinas coordinates a specific theme with almost every rodeo performance. 
 

Thursday July 18th is Rabobank’s Tough Enough to Wear Pink Night. Wear pink to show your 
support for breast cancer research. A portion of proceeds from ticket sales will be donated to the 
Comprehensive Cancer Center at Salinas Valley Memorial Healthcare System. 

 
Friday July 19th is Wells Fargo’s Fight Hunger Night. Come out and watch the Produce Mascot 
Race. Veggies and fruit will race on the track to raise awareness and funds for the non-profit Ag 
Against Hunger. Also enjoy live music in the Bull X-ing Cantina or Crown Royal Saloon following the 
rodeo. 
 

Saturday July 20th is Tanimura & Antle Day and Salute to Military Day. Included in this day is 
also the Wrangler National Patriot Program Initiative. All active Military Personnel receive free 
admission with current identification and we will do an elaborate grand opening piece to salute these 
heroes. 
The Special Buckaroos Rodeo is held at 12pm on track. 

 
Sunday July 21st is Crown Royal Day of Champions. The winners from each Rodeo & Track Event 
will be presented with the coveted California Rodeo Salinas belt buckles. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.carodeo.com/
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ATTRACTIONS 
 
Crown Royal Saloon Open for Business 
Starting Thursday, July 18th 
• Crown Royal will host the party in the Crown Royal Saloon 
starting Thursday, July 18th until the end of the rodeo on Sunday 
July 21st. The Saloon is open during and after the rodeo 
performances, and will feature live music Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday nights. Reserved for those 21 and over, this 
complimentary saloon area is right next to the arena; patrons can 
view rodeo events and sip on cocktails while visiting with their 
friends. Don’t miss the Crown Royal Girls who will be passing out Crown Royal memorabilia each day. 

 
Bull X-ing Cantina 
• Open during and after each performance of the California Rodeo Salinas 
and the Professional Bull Riding, the Bull X-ing Cantina is the place to be to 
enjoy the social aspect of these events. The tent features live music from: 
Aaron Avila & The Second Wind Band, The Joshua Paige Band and The 
Money Band, dancing each night/day and a mechanical bull. A $10 cover 
charge applies Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, and $20 cover charge on 
Friday.  Must be 21 or older. There will be no cover charge Sunday with 
entertainment by a Mariachi Band throughout the day. 

 
 
California Rodeo Heritage Museum 
• The California Rodeo Heritage Museum celebrates the history of the California Rodeo from its 
days of being a semi-annual round-up to its modern day adaptations. Memorabilia on display 
includes vintage Miss California Rodeo outfits, rodeo clown costumes, and cowboy attire. 
Saddles, cowboy hats, and tack donated by those families connected to the Rodeo’s founding 
directors and participants can be seen, along with an authentic Wells Fargo stagecoach. The 
museum is located at 1034 North Main Street in Salinas (California Rodeo Grounds). The Rodeo 
Museum is open to Rodeo fans all four days of the Rodeo; Thursday and Friday from 4pm into 
the evening, and Saturday and Sunday at 10am. It is also open by special appointment at other 
times for research and tours. 

 
Sponsor Hospitality Area 
• Located at the South end of the main grandstands, the Sponsor Hospitality Area is a massive 
tent filled with complimentary food and beverages with space to sit in the shade or out in the 
sunshine for an up-close view of track action. Entry is granted only with Sponsor Hospitality 
badges; this privilege is given to Sponsors who support the California Rodeo Salinas and 
purchase Sponsor Packages. These badges also provide access to special seating in the main 
grandstands. The California Rodeo Salinas’ Sponsor Hospitality Area has been recognized by the 
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association on a national level as one of the best in the industry. 
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 McDonald’s Kids Corral 

• The Kids Corral is a fun-filled, action-packed area for children and their parents, all of which is 
FREE of charge. Children will go wild in a bounce house, fly down the 30 foot slide and more. 
The list goes on and on, and it is all FREE to everyone who attends the California Rodeo. 
The Kids Corral is open daily from one hour after the gates open until the end of the rodeo 
performance. 

 
Los Amigos del Rodeo 
• Developed by the Rodeo’s Board of Directors, Los 
Amigos del Rodeo is an elite group created 
as a method of gaining more support for the California 
Rodeo Salinas. The California Rodeo is 
a not-for-profit organization that gives back over 
$300,000 to the local community each year even with 
the growing costs of maintaining the Salinas Sports 
Complex. The Los Amigos del Rodeo membership 
funds provide a financial vehicle for facility 
improvements throughout the Complex. All the money 
from Los Amigos del Rodeo is kept as a restricted fund 
and can only be used for projects designated by the 
members. This is an exclusive group and is limited to 
the first 85 memberships. Membership cost is $1500 annually and is good for one couple 
or two people. Benefits of being a member include a special VIP area before and after the 
Rodeo Performances, special meals and a high end bar, two seats for each Rodeo Performance 
and a custom belt buckle, pendant, or other gift. For more information on Los Amigos del 
Rodeo go to carodeo.com. 

 
General Store on the Mid-Way 
• The California Rodeo Salinas General Store is full of everything you can think of with our famous 
California Rodeo logo on it. Whether you’re looking for a festive new sweatshirt for those chilly 
Salinas evenings or a Tough Enough to Wear Pink hat to show your support, the General Store 
can fit your every shopping need. And who wouldn’t be proud to own a piece of legacy as the 
California Rodeo Salinas celebrates its 103rd Anniversary? 

 
Carnival (off-site) 
• The Rodeo Carnival rolls back into town from July 12th-21st at 295 Sun Way in Salinas. Head over 
to the carnival for rides, cotton candy, games and more from 4pm to 11pm on Weekdays and 
11am to 11pm on weekends. 

 
Mid-way Concessions & Mall Shopping Area 
• Ordinarily one might not put shopping on their list of things to do at a rodeo, but here at the 
California Rodeo Salinas there are many vendors that offer unique products and shouldn’t be 
over looked! 
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UNDERSTANDING RODEO 
The Rodeo Cowboy 

 Today’s professional rodeo holds a distinct position in the world of modern sports, the 
cowboy doesn’t compete in rodeo as much as he lives it. The best cowboys that are within reach of a 
top-15 finish and an invitation to the lucrative National Finals Rodeo, will travel to as many as 125 
rodeos per year, covering over 100,000 miles. 
 Of course, cowboys still drive pickups, raise cattle on their ranches and wear jeans and boots. 
Many cowboys today are businessmen as well as athletes, as likely to have developed their skills at 
rodeo schools as on ranches. 
 Cowboys pursue glory in the dust and mud of rodeo arenas across North America. Unlike 
other professional athletes, the rodeo cowboy pays for the privilege to compete. Every rodeo 
requires an entry fee and promises nothing in return. The cowboy doesn’t get paid unless he 
produces. One missed throw or one lost grip and the cowboy doesn’t even recoup his entry fee. 
 Cowboys often use the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association’s buddy system, which allows 
up to five cowboys to request to compete during the same performance. By ensuring they will 
compete on the same day, they can travel together and share expenses. Traveling great distances so 
often without a guaranteed paycheck would be financially impossible for most cowboys. 
 The life is demanding, but then again, the life of a cowboy always has been. Rodeo is the only 
sport in America that evolved from the skills required in a work situation. And today, the sport retains 
the fierce independence of the ranch hands of the 1900s who turned their work into a sport. 
Over 700 contestants enter the California Rodeo Salinas each year, vying for more than $400,000 
in prize money and the coveted ‘Salinas buckle.’ 

 

Rodeo Livestock 
 Healthy, athletic livestock is essential to the success of professional rodeo. In every event, the 
performance of the animal is as important as the performance of the cowboy. A cowboy can’t win 
with an animal that doesn’t perform well. It stands to reason then, the better the livestock is treated, 
the better it will perform. 
 Timed-event cowboys and cowgirls regard their horses as partners, knowing success requires 
the best effort of each. Most timed-event horses of PRCA cowboys are registered American Quarter 
Horses. The calves and steers used in timed events are equally as vital. A quick and alert calf or steer 
is essential for a winning run. 
 As an incentive to owners, the top professional rodeo animals are rewarded each year 
through a variety of sponsor programs.  
 The PRCA honors and awards owners of roughstock animals selected by top PRCA cowboys as 
the best bucking stock of the year. 
 The American Quarter Horse Association annually recognizes the top horses in professional 
rodeo’s timed events – tie down roping, steer wrestling, team roping (both heading and heeling), 
steer roping and barrel racing – and their owners. 

The PRCA boasts more than 60 stock contractors, and the competitive nature of the business 
offers them incentive to buy and maintain the heartiest animals possible. 

 The following link will take you to the Professional Rodeo Cowboy’s Association’s Livestock 
Welfare Resources: http://www.prorodeo.com/animal_welfare.aspx 
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Behind the Scenes 
The cowboys and the animals are the stars, the obvious centers of attention, but the stars of 

rodeo would never shine if it were not for the work of a large supporting cast. This necessary cast 
includes announcers, stock contractors, rodeo secretaries, timers, pickup men, chute laborers, specialty act 
personnel and volunteers. 
 The announcers inform and entertain the audience, provide contestant background and scores and 
generally lend atmosphere to the event. Behind the scenes at the California Rodeo, you’ll find a PRCA 
Announcer of the Year, Wayne Brooks, calling the action in the arena and Will Rasmussen announcing the 
action on the track. 
 Stock contractors supply the highest quality animals; PRCA stock contractor Western Rodeos and 
their selected sub-contractors buck out their world-class stock in the arena at the California Rodeo Salinas. 
 Timers keep the official time of the timed events and sound the buzzer after eight seconds in 
the roughstock events. The rodeo secretary records the times, figures the payoff and pays the winning 
cowboys and cowgirls. 
 The One Arm Bandit and his herd of wild buffalo take to the arena to entertain spectators and 
demonstrate the relationship and respect between humans and animals. 
 Cowboy Kenny’s Steel Rodeo will excite the crowd with high flying arial passes on the track with 
their freestyle motocross tricks. 
 Mark Swingler, who is a hit with any audience, will be the clown entertaining with his witty humor 
and hilarious skits. 
 Pickup Men help the saddle bronc and bareback riders dismount after their rides, and help free 
cowboys who get hung up in their rigging. 
 Chute laborers aid the cowboys in mounting and adjusting their equipment, and open the chute 
gate when the cowboy indicates he is ready to ride. 

 

The Events 
 Professional rodeo action consists of two types of events: roughstock events and timed events. In 
the roughstock events – bareback riding, saddle bronc riding and bull riding – a contestant’s score is 
equally dependent upon his performance and the animal’s performance. The California Rodeo Salinas 

hosts six of the seven PRCA-sanctioned events in the arena, including the three roughstock events and tie 
down roping, steer wrestling and team roping. The WPRA Barrel Race is held on the track. 
  In order to earn a qualified score, the cowboy, while using only one hand, must stay aboard a 
bucking horse or bull for eight seconds. If the rider touches the animal with his free hand, he is disqualified. In 
saddle bronc and bareback riding, cowboys must mark out their horses; that is, they must exit the chute with 
their heels set above the horse’s shoulders and hold them there until the horse’s front feet hit the ground 
after its first jump. Failing to do so results in disqualification. During the regular season, two judges each score 
a cowboy’s qualified ride by awarding 0 to 25 points for the animal’s performance and 0 to 25 points for the 
rider’s performance. The judges’ scores are combined to determine the contestant’s score. A perfect score is 
100 points. 
 In the timed events – tie down roping, steer wrestling and team roping – a contestant’s goal 
is to post the fastest time in his event.  In these events, calves and steers are allowed a head start. The 
competitor, on horseback, starts in a three-sided fenced area called a box. The fourth side of the box opens 
into the arena. A rope barrier is stretched across that opening and tied to the calf or steer. Once the animal 
reaches the head start point– predetermined by the size of the arena – the barrier is automatically released. If 
a cowboy breaks that barrier before it is released, he is assessed a 10-second penalty. 
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 Barrel Racing is the women’s event of rodeo, and is a timed event as well. There are three barrels 
set in a clover leaf pattern and three turns must be made on the course. Either one to the right and two to the 
left, or vise versa. There is a five second penalty added to the rider’s time when a barrel is knocked over. 

 
Bull Riding 
 In a time when action-packed, adrenalin-filled extreme sports are the latest craze, it only seems 
natural that bull riding would become rodeo’s most popular event. 
 The risks are obvious. Serious injury is always a possibility for those fearless or foolish enough to sit 
astride an animal that weighs a ton and is usually equipped with dangerous horns. 
Cowboys do it and fans love it. Bull riding is dangerous and predictably exciting, demanding intense physical 
prowess and supreme mental toughness.  Like bareback and saddle bronc riders, the bull rider may use only 
one hand to stay aboard during the eight-second ride. If he touches the bull or himself with his free hand, he 
receives no score. But unlike the other roughstock events, bull riders are not required to mark out their 
animals. While spurring a bull can add to the cowboy’s score, riders are commonly judged on their ability to 
stay aboard the twisting, bucking ton of muscle and rage. 
 Balance, flexibility, coordination, quick reflexes and a good mental attitude are the stuff of which good 
bull riders are made. To stay aboard the bull, a rider uses a flat braided rope, which is wrapped around the 
barrel of the bull’s chest just behind the front legs and over its withers. One end of the bull rope, called the 
tail, is threaded through a loop on the other end and tightened around the bull. The rider then wraps the tail 
around his hand, sometimes weaving it through his fingers to further secure his grip. Then he nods his head, 
the chute gate swings open and he and the bull explode into the arena. Every bull is unique in its bucking style. 
A bull may dart to the left, then to the right, then rear back. Some spin, or continuously circle in one spot in the 
arena. Other bulls add jumps or kicks to their spins, while others might jump and kick in a straight line, or move 
side to side while bucking. 
 

Saddle Bronc Riding 
Saddle Bronc riding is rodeo’s classic event, both a complement and contrast to the wilder spectacles of 
bareback and bull riding. 
 The event requires strength, but it is as much about style as anything: grace and precise timing are 
mandatory. Saddle Bronc riding evolved from the task of training horses to work the cattle ranches of the old 
West. Many cowboys claim riding saddle broncs is the toughest rodeo event to learn because of the technical 

skills necessary to master it. Every move the bronc rider makes must be synchronized with the movement of 
the horse. The cowboy’s objective is a fluid ride, as opposed to the wilder and less-controlled ride of bareback 
riders. Among the similarities shared by saddle bronc riding and bareback riding is the rule that riders must 
mark out their horses on the first jump from the chute. To properly mark out his horse, the saddle bronc rider 
must have both heels on the animal’s shoulders when it makes the first jump from the chute. If the rider 
misses his mark, he receives no score. 
 While a bareback rider has a rigging to hold on to, the saddle bronc rider has only a thick rein 
attached to his horse’s halter. Using one hand, the cowboy tries to stay securely seated in his saddle. If he 
touches any part of the horse or his own body with his free hand, he is disqualified. 
Judges score the horse’s bucking action, the cowboy’s control of the horse and the cowboy’s 
“spurring,” or feet placement, action. While striving to keep his toes turned outward, the rider moves 
his feet from the points of the horse’s shoulders to the back of the saddle. To score well, the rider must 
maintain that action throughout the eight-second ride. While the bucking ability of the horse is quite naturally 
built into the scoring system, a smooth, rhythmic ride is sure to score better than a wild, uncontrolled one. 
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Bareback Riding 
Bareback riding offers a sensation about as enjoyable as riding a jackhammer, pogo stick-style, 
using only one hand. And that’s the easy part. The bareback rider’s real challenge is to look good while he’s 
being punished. Bareback riding is the most physically demanding event in rodeo, its toll on the body is 
immense. Muscles are stretched to the limit, joints are pulled and pounded mercilessly, and ligaments are 
strained and frequently rearranged. The strength of the broncs is exceptional and challenging them is often 
costly. Bareback riders endure more punishment, suffer more injuries and carry away more long-term damage 
than all other rodeo cowboys. 
 To stay aboard the horse, a bareback rider uses a rigging made of leather and constructed to meet 
PRCA safety specifications. The rigging, which resembles a suitcase handle on a strap, is placed atop the 
horse’s withers and secured with a cinch. As the bronc and rider burst from the chute, the rider has to mark 
out his horse. In other words, he must have both feet above the horse’s shoulders until the horse’s feet hit the 
ground after its initial move from the chute. If the cowboy fails to do this, he is disqualified. As the bronc 
bucks, the rider pulls his knees up, dragging his heels up the horse’s shoulders. As the horse descends, the 
cowboy straightens his legs, returning his heels over the point of the horse’s shoulders in anticipation of the 
next jump. But it takes more than sheer strength to make a qualifying ride and earn a money-winning score. A 
bareback rider is judged on his feet placement, or “spurring” technique, the degree to which his toes remain 
turned out while he is “spurring” and his exposure or willingness to lean far back and take whatever might 
come during his ride. 

 
Steer Wrestling 
Speed is the name of the game in steer wrestling. With its modern world record sitting at 2.4 
seconds, steer wrestling is the quickest event in rodeo.  
 The cowboy’s objective is to use strength and technique to wrestle a steer to the ground as quickly as 
possible. That sounds simple enough. But anything that sounds that easy has to have a catch to it, and the 
catch here is the steer generally weighs more than twice as much as the cowboy trying to throw it. The need 
for speed and precision make steer wrestling, or bulldogging as it is commonly known, one of rodeo’s most 
challenging events. 
 As with tie down ropers and team ropers, the bulldogger starts on horseback in a box. A breakaway 
rope barrier is attached to the steer, then stretched across the open end of the box. The steer gets a head start 
that is determined by the size of the arena. When the steer reaches the advantage point, the barrier is 
released and the bulldogger takes off in pursuit. If the bulldogger breaks the barrier before the steer reaches 
its head start, a 10-second penalty is assessed. 
 In addition to strength, timing and balance are skills cultivated by the successful steer wrestler. 
When the cowboy reaches the steer, he slides down the right side of his galloping horse, hooks 
his right arm around the steer’s right horn, grasps the left horn with his left hand and, using strength and 
leverage, wrestles the animal to the ground. His work isn’t complete until all four of the animal’s feet face 
upward. 
 In order to catch up to the running steer, the cowboy uses a hazer, another mounted cowboy 
who gallops his horse along the right side of the steer, keeping the steer from veering away from the 
bulldogger. The hazer can make or break a steer wrestler’s run, so his role is as important as the skills the 
bulldogger hones. For that reason, and the fact a hazer sometimes supplies the bulldogger a horse, the hazer 
usually receives a fourth of the payoff if the steer wrestler places. 
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Tie Down Roping 
More than any other event in professional rodeo, tie down roping has roots dating back to the 

working ranches of the Old West. When calves were sick or injured, cowboys had to rope and immobilize 
them quickly for veterinary treatment. Ranch hands prided themselves on how quickly they could rope and tie 
calves, and they soon turned their work into informal contests. 
As the sport matured, being a good horseman and a fast sprinter became as important to the competitive tie 
down roper as being quick and accurate with a lasso. 
 In today’s modern rodeo, the mounted cowboy starts from a box, a three-sided, fenced area 
adjacent to the chute holding the calf. The fourth side of the box opens into the arena. The calf gets a 
head start determined by the length of the arena. One end of a breakaway rope barrier is looped around the 
calf’s neck and stretched across the open end of the box. When the calf reaches its advantage point, the 
barrier is released. If the roper breaks the barrier before the calf reaches its head start, the cowboy is assessed 
a 10-second penalty. When the cowboy throws his loop and catches the calf, the horse is trained to come to a 
stop. After roping the calf, the cowboy dismounts, sprints to his catch and throws it by hand, a maneuver 
called flanking. If the calf is not standing when the cowboy reaches it, he must allow the calf to get back on its 
feet, then flank it. After the calf is flanked, the roper ties any three legs together with a pigging string – a 
short, looped rope he carries in his teeth during the run. While the contestant is accomplishing all of that, his 
horse must pull back hard enough to eliminate any slack in the rope, but not so hard as to drag the calf. 
 When the roper finishes tying the calf, he throws his hands in the air as a signal that the run is 
complete. The roper then mounts his horse, rides forward to create slack in the rope, then waits six 
seconds to see if the calf remains tied. If the calf kicks free, the roper receives no time. 

 
Team Roping 
The only team event in professional rodeo, team roping requires close cooperation and timing 
between two highly skilled ropers – a header and a heeler. The event originated on ranches when cowboys 
needed to treat or brand large steers and the task proved too difficult for one man. 
 As in other timed events, the team ropers start from boxes on each side of the chute from which the 
steer enters the arena. The steer gets a head start determined by the length of the arena. 
One end of a breakaway barrier is attached to the steer then stretched across the open end of the 
header’s box. When the steer reaches its advantage point, the barrier is released and the header takes off in 
pursuit, with the heeler trailing slightly further behind. If the header breaks the barrier before the steer 
completes its head start, the ropers are assessed a 10-second penalty. 
 The header ropes first and must make one of three legal catches on the steer – around both 
horns, around one horn and the head or around the neck. Any other catch by the header is considered illegal, 
and the team is disqualified. After the header makes his catch, he dallies the rope around the horn on his 
saddle, turns the steer to the left and exposes the steer’s hind legs to the heeler. The heeler then attempts to 
rope both hind legs. If he catches only one foot, the team is assessed a five-second penalty. After the cowboys 
catch the steer, the clock is stopped when there is no slack in their ropes and their horses face one another. 
Another aspect vital to the event is the type of horse used by the ropers. The American Quarter 
Horse is the most popular among all rodeo competitors, particularly team ropers. Head and heel horses are 
trained separately for their specialties. Head horses generally are taller and heavier because they need the 
power to turn the steer after it is roped. Heel horses are quick and agile, enabling them to better follow the 
steer and react to its moves. 
 Unlike most PRCA-sanctioned rodeos, the California Rodeo Salinas uniquely has a long scoreline, 
giving the calves and steers the longest head start of any arena in the nation. As well, in Salinas, both team 
roping contestants are required to leave from the same box, rather than having the standard box on each side 
of the steer’s chute. 
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Barrel Racing 
Barrel racing is one of professional rodeo’s most colorful and exciting events. The fast-paced 
contest teaming horse and rider is similar to a horse race, easy to understand and ranks just behind bull riding 
in crowd popularity. 
 Barrel racing began as a friendly challenge of horsemanship skills between cowgirls and has 
developed into a multi-million dollar professional sport. In 1999, the world champion barrel racer took home 
the highest season earnings check of any professional rodeo athlete. 
Once considered a sideline event of traditional rodeos, barrel racing is now an integral part of 
most PRCA rodeos. The lure and the thrill of barrel racing lies in the excitement of seeing equine athletes and 
their skilled trainers perform at their best. From the grandstands, the event seems simple. Horse and rider 
cross the start line at a run, follow a cloverleaf pattern around three barrels, then dash across the finish line. 
What is not seen are the years of practice required to train that horse to run barrels. The times of top riders 
are so close that electronic timing devices accurate to the hundredth of a second must be used. Professional 
women’s barrel races are run under the direction of the Women’s Professional Rodeo Association. 
Formed in 1948 by a group of Texas women led by Blanch Altizer-Smith, sister of 1959 PRCA calf roping 
champion Jim Bob Altizer, the Girls Rodeo Association began as an effort to involve women in professional 
rodeo. There were 74 charter members and 60 approved events with a total payoff of $29,000 the first year. 
The GRA was renamed in 1982, and since, the WPRA has expanded its goals to include larger purses, bigger 
and better rodeos and greater public recognition of women’s rodeo. 
 

Protection Bullfighting 
 They were clowns in the beginning, almost literally. Their job was to entertain and to provide 
comic relief. Protecting cowboys was almost secondary for the clowns. Today, most still dress like clowns, but 
they are bullfighters first and most importantly. And they are often the difference between life and death. 
 Bullfighters are the first line of defense for the bull rider. The bullfighter is responsible for 
distracting the bull while the cowboy regains his sense of direction and escapes to safety after a fall or 
dismount. Today’s bullfighter, far from being a clown, is so serious about his job, he routinely places his own 
life in danger in an effort to protect the cowboy. The modern bullfighter is also an accomplished athlete, a 
master of timing and agility. 

 

Freestyle Bullfighting 
 In a freestyle bullfight, the bullfighter goes one-on-one against a bull for 70 seconds. The bullfighter is 
judged on his willingness to expose himself to risk and on his aggressiveness. His objective is to stay as close as 
he can to the bull throughout the fight. Bullfighters have elevated the sport by employing spectacular 
maneuvers, such as jumping over a charging bull. Like the riders, the bullfighters score higher when the bull is 
more aggressive. 
 Bullfight bulls are bred to be smaller, quicker and more agile than those used in bull riding. They can 
compete for years and, like their human counterparts, learn from their mistakes and improve with experience.  
The California Rodeo Salinas boasts one of the nation’s largest freestyle bullfight with six nationally 
ranked bullfighters and $20,000 in prize money. A fan-favorite and our finale event, the freestyle bullfights are 
an exciting part of the show here in Salinas! 
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FREESTYLE BULLFIGHTERS 

 
Evan Allard 
2009 Ultimate Bullfighters Association Champion 
2009 & 2010 Spring Champion Rex Dunn’s World Championship Bullfights 
2010 California Rodeo Salinas Freestyle Bullfighting Champion 

 
Evan Allard is a 23 year old from Vinita, Oklahoma. He graduated with his 
associates degree from Oklahoma State University and works as a 
substation tech for KAMO Power. Evan was the 2009 Ultimate 
Bullfighters Association champion and the 2009-2010 spring champion at 
Rex Dunns World Championship Bull fights. He also won Rex Dunns 
Bullfight in Ft. Smith, Arkansas and the Kentucky Derby Festival Extreme 
Bullfight in Louisville, Ky. Evan has been raising his own fighting bulls for 
about one year, which takes up most of his very limited time. He also 
plays ping pong about three times each week. 

 
 

Ross Hill 
2005 Risky Business Bullfights Champion 
2006 NFR Bucking Sale Bullfight Winner 
2007 & 2008 California Rodeo Salinas Freestyle Bullfighting Champion 

 
 
Ross Hill was raised around Harper Morgan Rodeo Company, the 
greatest show on dirt according to him, and developed his love for rodeo 
at an early age. Ross also grew up playing football, baseball and running 
track. Now he enjoys testing his agility and skills in front of an angry bull. 
When he isn’t fighting bulls he enjoys outdoor activities like hunting and 
fishing, but only when the fish are biting. Ross also raises Mexican 
fighting bulls. 

 
 
 

 
Dave Jantzi 
PRCA Cardholder since 2004 
2008 PBF Daisy Tour Champion- Enid, CO- Durango, CO 
2003-2004, 2006, 2008 Revenge of the Bull Freestyle Finals Bullfighter- Ada, OK 
2002 Cowboys Choice Bullfighter 

 
This 30 year-old bullfighter has a degree in beef production and 
management from Ohio State University and stays busy on his family’s 
farm when he isn’t traveling around the country competing. He 
entertained crowds at the California Rodeo Salinas from 2007- 2012 with 
his skills and antics, even sitting on Hollywood Yates, the barrelman, at 
one point during the performance! Dave is a welcome addition to our 
Rodeo. 
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Cody Webster 
2009 Rex Dunn World Champion Freestyle Bullfighter. 
2009,10 T.C R.A Finals Bullfighter 
2010 N.F.R. Champion Bullfighter 
2011-12 California Rodeo Salinas Freestyle Bullfighting Champion 

 
Professional bullfighter Cody Webster is from Purcell, Oklahoma. He truly 
loves fighting bulls and it is a sport that he craves and enjoys doing. Cody 
is a PRCA card holder. He is thankful for the blessings and talent the good 
Lord has blessed him with. Some goals of Cody’s are to fight bulls at the 
N.F.R and the P.B.R finals and to be one of the best bullfighters in 
business. Cody has taken home two consecutive wins from the California 
Rodeo Salinas in 2011 and 2012, let’s see if he can do it again in 2013!  

 
 

Kyle Lippincott 
2010 Midwest Bullfighters Association Year End Champion and Rookie of the Year 
2010 Badland’s Circuit Finals Bullfight Champion 
2011 Ram PBR Challenge Freestyle Champion 
2012 RNCF Freestyle Bullfights 

 
Professional bullfighter Kyle Lippincott comes to the California Rodeo 
from his hometown of Fort Scott, KS. Kyle grew up wanting to be a bull 
rider like his childhood idol Lane Frost, which the movie 8 Seconds was 
made about and Kyle watched almost every day. He started fighting 
bulls as a protection bullfighter at a local practice pen at age 15, then 
soon realized he liked the thrill of freestyle bullfighting. Kyle was here 
in 2011 and 2012 and left the crowds on the edge of their seats during 
the Freestyle Bullfights on the track, and he returns this year for the 
2013 California Rodeo. He enjoys staying in shape and having fun, and 
recently acquired his personal training certification. 
 

 

Nathan Harp 
2011 Rex Dunn’s World Championship Rodeo Bullfights, World Champion 

2012 National Western Champion Freestyle Bullfighter 

 
Nathan Harp’s hometown is Tuttle, Oklahoma where he lived until he 
was 21 before moving to Stillwater, OK where he now resides. Nathan 
wasn’t brought up in a rodeo family, but since he can remember he has 
always had a love for rodeo. At the age of 16 he started to pursue his 
love for rodeo through bullfighting. After high school he put all of his 
effort into his career and before long found success in the freestyle 
bullfights. In 2011 he won the Rex Dunn World Championship Freestyle 
Bullfights. Not long after that he was acknowledged for his cowboy 
protection and joined the PRCA. 
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Rodeo event descriptions and terminology 

 
 
1 .  Average: usually used to describe the aggregate score for a contestant who competed in more than one 
round, e.g., “He had times of 9.3 and 9.8 seconds in the two rounds and placed third in the average with 19.1 
seconds on two head.” 
 
2. Bronc rein: is attached to a halter; a saddle bronc rider holds onto a bronc rein at a specific position that 
he determines based on the size and bucking habits of the horse he’s about to ride. 
 
3. Bulldogger: a steer wrestler. 
 

4. Covering: in the roughstock events, staying on for at least the minimum time of eight seconds: 
“He covered all three broncs he rode last weekend.” 
 

5. Draw: each roughstock competitor who enters a PRCA rodeo is assigned a specific bucking horse or bull in a 
random draw conducted at PRCA headquarters three days before the rodeo; each timed-event contestant is 
assigned a calf or steer in a random draw on site, shortly before each performance of a rodeo begins. 
 

6. Go-round: Many rodeos have more than one round of competition; each is called a go-round, and all 
cowboys entered in that rodeo compete in each go-round unless there is a semi-final, final or 
progressive round. 
 
7. Hooey: the knot that a cowboy uses to finish tying the calf’s legs together in tie-down roping. 
 
8. Hung up: when a bull rider or bareback rider cannot remove his hand from the rope or handle before he 
dismounts or is thrown off the bull’s or horse’s back, his hand is “hung up” – a dangerous situation – and the 
pickup men or bullfighters will move in to help dislodge his hand so he can get clear of the animal. 
 
9. Nodding: in the roughstock events, a cowboy nods his head when he is ready for the gateman to open the 
gate and the ride to begin; in the timed events, a cowboy nods when he is ready for the calf or steer to be 
released from the chute and get its head start. 
 

10. Piggin’ string: in tie-down roping, the small rope used to tie a calf’s legs together. 
 
11. Rank: an adjective of praise and respect used to describe especially challenging roughstock. 
 

12. Riggin’: a suitcase-style handhold customized to a rider’s grip and attached to a molded piece of 
leather that is cinched, with a pad, around the horse’s girth. A riggin’ is used in the bareback riding. 
 
 
 
13. Ropes: the correct term is rope, not lasso, lariat or riata; most ropes used in ProRodeo timed events are 
made of strong yet flexible braided materials such as nylon/poly blends, and a cowboy may change his rope 
selection depending on the weather and the cattle; bull ropes and bronc reins are often made of sisal or poly 
blends. 
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14. Slack: excess entries at some rodeos may be scheduled for preliminary (slack) competition, usually 
before the rodeo opens to the public. 
 
15. Turn out: a cowboy may turn out of a rodeo if, for example, he has a scheduling conflict; this is different 
from “doctor-releasing” due to injury. 
 
16. Try: a noun used for both cowboys and livestock, denoting grit, determination, fitness, stamina and 
resilience: “Give that cowboy a hand – he had a lot of try.” 
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Livestock Welfare 

 
In the sport of professional rodeo, cowboys share the limelight with the rodeo livestock. For a 
cowboy to compete at the highest level, the livestock also must be in peak condition. Both are 
athletes in their own right. The very nature of rodeo requires a working relationship, and in some 
events a partnership, between the cowboys and animal athletes. 
 
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA) athletes value their animals, as do the PRCA stock 
contractors that provide the livestock for the rodeos. Like most people, PRCA members believe 
animals should be provided proper care and treatment. The PRCA and its members value their 
animals and staunchly protect them with specifically 
created rules. 
 
Consistent proper treatment of animals by PRCA members 
– in and out of the arena – has been well 
documented by veterinarians who have witnessed the 
health and condition of the animals first hand. 
Scottsdale, Arizona equine veterinarian Dr. Jennifer 
Schleining has this to say about the PRCA, “The 
PRCA upholds the standard of humane care of rodeo 
animal athletes, and in my professional opinion 
rodeo remains a healthy, humane, family oriented sport.” 
 
The PRCA has continually called upon on-site, independent rodeo veterinarians at PRCA-sanctioned 
events to conduct livestock welfare surveys. The purpose of the surveys is to determine the rate of 
injury to rodeo livestock and the effectiveness of PRCA livestock welfare rules. Over the years, the 
results have continued to show a rate of injury that is very, very low. The most recent survey was 
conducted at 148 rodeo performances held during the 2010 PRCA rodeo season. As in the past, the 
rate of injury is proving to be very low calculating out to .00046. 
 
Like a well-conditioned athlete, an animal can perform well only if it is healthy. Any cowboy will tell 
you he takes home a paycheck only when the animal is in top form. Stock contractors, the ranchers 
who raise and provide livestock to rodeos, also have an obvious financial interest in keeping the 
animals healthy. Simple logic dictates that no sensible businessperson would abuse an animal that is 
expected to perform in the future. 
 
Many – if not most – of the PRCA’s approximately 10,000 members have more than an economic tie 
to animals. Nearly all have lived and worked around animals for most of their lives, and they possess 
a high degree of respect and fondness for the livestock. 
 
Hundreds of veterinarians compete in professional rodeo. 
 
“I think they participate because they have a deep interest in animals,” said Doug Corey, a Pendleton, 
Ore., veterinarian. “If there was any mistreatment going on, they wouldn’t participate.” 
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Anyone who attends a PRCA rodeo can be assured that the greatest care has been taken to prevent 
injury to animals or contestants. 
 

PRCA members are bound by the not-for-profit corporation’s bylaws and rules, which include a 
section that deals exclusively with the humane treatment of animals. The association’s rules and 
regulations 
include more than 60 rules dealing with the care and treatment of animals. Anyone who violates 
these rules may be disqualified and reported to the PRCA, which will levy fines. 
Professional rodeo judges, who are responsible for the enforcement of all PRCA rules, believe in these 
humane regulations and do not hesitate to report violations. Becoming a PRCA judge involves 
extensive training in the skills needed to evaluate livestock and testing of that knowledge and of the 
rodeo. PRCA rodeo judges undergo constant training and evaluation to ensure their skills are sharp 
and that they are enforcing PRCA rules, especially those regarding the care and handling of rodeo 
livestock. 
 
Animal welfare is a major and ongoing initiative of the PRCA. Not only does the association have rules 
to ensure the proper care and treatment of rodeo livestock, but it also has several veterinary advisory 
panels and periodically hosts educational seminars for veterinarians and rodeo industry members. 
To coordinate its animal welfare efforts, the PRCA employs a full-time animal welfare coordinator to 
oversee internal and public education programs. 

 
For more information on the care and handling of 
rodeo livestock call (719)593-8840 or visit the  
PRCA website at 
http://www.prorodeo.com/Animal_welfare.aspx.  
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