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The streets in downtown were 
originally platted to parallel the 
railroad tracks. As the city grew, 

planners decided new roads 
would point true north.

Downtown Grand Island

north

“An Island in Nebraska?” you’re probably asking yourself. 
There are many islands, in fact, on the braided Platte River. 

Grand Island was named for La Grand Isle, coined by 
fur trappers in the mid 1800s.

The story behind a name


