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Abilene Regional Airport is an integral part 
of community development and receives help 
in marketing endeavors from the Development 
Corporation of Abilene. The community recognizes 
the importance of the airport.  In a 2006 bond 
election, the airport was allotted $2 million for 
capital improvements.  The airport sponsors the 
Abilene Philharmonic, the local arts center, and 
KACU public radio through advertising exchanges.

The airport has experienced an increase in 
commercial travelers in recent years. A high volume 
military air traffic - more than 4,000 operations per 
month - also moves through the airport.

Runways:
17R/35L - 7,202 ft. x 150 ft.
17L/35R - 7,198 ft. x 150 ft.

4/22 - 3,675 ft. x 100 ft.



n	 Capital Expenditures for infrastructure and 
other airport improvements from 2006-2010 
generated $44.5 million in economic activity that 
created 383 job-years of employment. (A job-year 
equals one job lasting one year.)

Description impacts

General Aviation Activities:
Economic activity $ 17,803,884
salary, Wages, and Benefits $   6,394,803
Employment 188

Commercial & General Aviation Activities:
Economic activity $ 148,105,618
salary, Wages, and Benefits $   54,408,052
Employment 1,441

sources: survey responses, impLan, and authors’ estimates

The airport supports the community by working with 
the local chamber of commerce to host community 
and charity events on airport grounds. 

The general aviation system in Texas provides 
important infrastructure that promotes both 
regional economic development and community 
recreational opportunities. The system’s airports 
also generate economic activity through capital 
and operations expenditures, business activities 
of airport tenants, and spending by visitors using 
airport facilities. This analysis examined the 
economic impacts of the facilities that are part of 
the Texas Airport System Plan (TASP).  In total, 
the state’s general aviation airports and general 
aviation activities at commercial airports create:

Economic Activity
$14.6 billion

Salary, Wages, and Benefits
$3.1 billion

Employment
56,635 permanent jobs

general aviaTion

impacts on Texas2010 economic impacTs



Texas
Department

of Transportation
Texas Department of Transportation
Aviation Division
www.TxDOT.gov/business/aviation
1-800-68-PILOT
125 E. Eleventh Street
Austin, TX 78701-2483

prepared by:

Center for Economic Development and Research
Department of Economics
Denton, TX
http://www.unt.edu/cedr

PD
S1

21
10

6 
12

/1
1

airport statistics

faa identifier – aBi

latitude / longitude
 32-24-40.7000n / 099-40-54.8000W

elevation – 1,791 ft.

location 
3 miles southeast of abilene, tX


