
Art Contest 
 

Students in grades 1 through 12 draw or paint pictures on any subject matter 
Contest Support provided by Tyler Junior College Art Department 

 

Contest Rules 
Revised August 2018 

 

General Rules for All Divisions 
 

1. The Academic Rodeo Art Contest is designed to showcase two-dimensional drawings or 
paintings, hand-drawn or hand-painted on a paper surface.  
Addition of paper collage, fabric, yarn, etc. may be added to the primary drawing.  However, it 
should not extend significantly beyond the paper surface and should not add weight to the art 
piece, making it impossible to display.   
 

2. Art may be done using crayons, markers, ink, pencil, pastels, oils, acrylics, and water color or a 
combination of these. 

 

3. Drawing or painting should be done on a white, manila, or black sheet of drawing paper that is no 
larger than 11” x 17”. 

 

4. Artwork must be mounted on poster board of any color that is no smaller than 8” x 10” and 
no larger than 12” x 18”.   
12” x 18” is the preferred size for display purposes.   
Actual art should not cover the entire poster board.  If it does, push pins will be inserted 
through the art to hold the art and board in place. 
Please use adhesive that will hold artwork to the poster board for an extended time and will 
withstand humidity.  (Typically, double-stick tape does NOT hold well.)  When adhesive does 
not hold, pushpins will be inserted through the artwork to hold it to the poster board and the 
display board. 

 

5. Do NOT mount artwork to foam board as the thickness makes display difficult. 
 

6. Do NOT submit artwork on canvas.  We cannot display these. 
 

7. Do NOT mat or frame artwork. 
 

8. Artwork should be given a title to indicate the subject matter.   
The title should be visible on the artwork or, if you prefer not to write on your art, the title may 
appear on the poster board mounting, above or below the art.   
The title IS listed on the back label; however, judges do NOT see the back of the art when 
judging and will not see the title to consider in judging if it is not on the front. 

 

9. Each school or group may submit 2 best entries from each grade level (1st through 12th).  
Each individual student is allowed only one entry and the art MUST be the student’s work.  By 
submitting and signing the label on the back of the art, the teacher certifies that it is the work of 
the student.  
 

10. Each student submitting artwork must be registered on the Student Entry Form submitted by 
the school or group by the Registration Deadline listed in the Art Contest Timeline and Checklist 
on the Art Contest page. 
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11. Entries must be physically in the Academic Rodeo Office (East Texas State Fair Office) by end of 
day on the Entry Deadline listed in the Art Contest Timeline & Checklist on the Art Page.    
 

12. The student or teacher should attach the Art/Kinder Label to the back of the poster board. It 
contains: Student’s Name, Grade, Title of art, Teacher’s Name, School Name, School District (for 
public schools).  The label should be affixed to the back of the entry according to the diagram 
below.  (A page of Labels is provided in the Documents Section of the Art Contest page.)  
 

 
 

 

13. A committee of judges will judge the entries and award 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners as well as 
up to three honorable mention entries from each grade level of competition.  
 

14. ART WHICH DOES NOT MEET THE ABOVE CRITERIA WILL NOT BE JUDGED, BUT 
MAY BE DISPLAYED IF POSSIBLE.  Work which is excessively heavy may not stay in place 
with push pins used for displaying. 
 

All entries will be displayed during the Academic Rodeo, as space allows.  When possible, photos of the 
artwork are displayed in a virtual Academic Rodeo on display during the East Texas State Fair.   
 

Awards 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd Places plus up to 3 Honorable Mention are awarded in each grade level. 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd places in Elementary receive cash awards. 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd places in Middle and High School are eligible to apply for Academic Rodeo 
Scholarships. 
Students who do not place receive a Participation Ribbon. 
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Tips for Working with Your Students 
 

REMEMBER . . . 
Primary communication with Coaches/Sponsors is done through the e-mail provided by the Primary 
Contact in the online School/Group Registration.  If you are not receiving e-mail information about the 
contest, check Spam/Junk folders on your computer and contact Academic Rodeo for assistance and 
info. 
 

Deadlines exist for a reason.  Please be aware of them and follow them.  There is an Academic Rodeo 
Calendar for the year in a true calendar format on the Getting Started page of the website.  The Art 
Contest Timeline and Checklist on the Art Contest page give you dates and deadlines to follow.  
Print it and post it where you can see what you have done and what you need to do. 
 
If you have a problem with a deadline, please contact Academic Rodeo, realizing that usually it is not 
possible to make a change or give “grace” for deadlines.  Often judging or other timings are scheduled 
close to the due date.  If it is possible to give an extension to a deadline, we will do our best to 
accommodate.  To be sure your students get to participate, follow the deadlines. 
  
Please see the General Information for All Coaches/Sponsors for information applicable to all about 
registering for the contest, registering students, preparing entries, and what to do when all the fun is 
done. 
The tips and suggestions below may be helpful to you in working with your students for ACQ.   
 

 


