More Info: Catherine Pappas
Public Relations and
Communications Manager
(413) 205-5041
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – West Springfield, MA

June 20, 2018

New Activities, Themed Weeks at Storrowton Village Museum’s Summer Days Program
Learn, play and unplug at Storrowton Village Museum’s Early American Summer Days program for ages
7-12. Our unique hands-on approach to history will help 21st century children learn what it was like to
be a kid in the 1800s. Two unique sessions are offered this year, each with its own themed activities,
making it possible for children to attend and enjoy both weeks.
Session 1: Invention Week – July 30 to August 3
So many things we use today were created in the 19th century! This STEM-inspired week looks at what
they are, how they were made and even some of the young inventors who came up with the ideas. The
session will engage problem-solving and teamwork skills in new and exciting ways, like toy boat building,
an ice cream making challenge and more.
Session 2: Toys & Games Week – August 6 to August 10
What did fun look like in a tech-free world? This play-inspired week focuses on what kids did when the
school day was over and all the chores were done. This session will connect whimsy and creativity in
cool and interesting ways, like puppet making, a game maker contest and more.
Both sessions will include a visit to the Clark Blacksmith Shop to learn about science, and chances to
explore the Village on a geometry walk and via scavenger hunt. Imagination will be encouraged through
creative writing in hand-decorated journals or during activities like pottery, printmaking and mosaics.
Children will learn about “old timey” homesteading activities such as hearth cooking, butter churning,
candle dipping, seed planting, yarn craft and weaving, and make connections to how these jobs are still
done today.
19th century clothing will be provided for children to immerse themselves in a realistic experience. All
sessions end with a chance for kids to share their experiences with family and friends. On the last day,
loved ones are welcome to watch children perform skits onstage, admire original creations and newly
learned skills from the week, and take guided tours of our historic Village. Special program visitors will
be announced closer to the event dates.
Early American Summer Days has a parent-friendly schedule, running from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. with
an extended day option from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. Cost for the five-day summer vacation program is
$200 and $20 to add the extended day for the week. Sign up with a sibling or friend and save 25% off
the second registration. To register online or at the museum, visit storrowtonvillage.com for more
details. For assistance with required forms, please call 413-205-5051 or email storrow@TheBigE.com.
Storrowton Village Museum, an educational arm of Eastern States Exposition (a 501(c) (3) not-for-profit organization) and located on its
grounds in West Springfield, Mass., presents hands-on school programs and guided tours of its historic buildings throughout the year as well as
seasonal 19th century-themed events. It is the site of Storrowton Tavern/Carriage House and Storrowton Village Museum Gift Shop and is a
picturesque, popular site for weddings held in its Meetinghouse and Gazebo. For more information, contact Storrowton Village Museum at 413205-5051, weekdays between 9am and 5pm.
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