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Woodsmen's Field Day
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PROGRAM OF
EVENTS

Fryeburg Fair President Roy Andrews dedicates the Mountain View Pavilion on Tuesday in front of Fryeburg Fair and Maine fair industry
ofﬁcials. The new beef cattle and sheep barn is the largest and tallest building on the fairgrounds. (RACHEL ANDREWS DAMON PHOTO)

Fryeburg Fair dedicates building
BY RACHEL ANDREWS DAMON
SPECIAL TO THE CONWAY DAILY SUN

Representatives of Fryeburg Fair were joined by
agricultural fair colleagues in a dedication of the
new Mountain View Pavilion at Fryeburg Fair on
Tuesday.
The Mountain View Pavilion replaced two barns

destroyed in a fire in July of 2018.
The building is 120 feet by 240 feet and is the largest on the fairgrounds.
It’s designed to hold over 500 sheep and cattle
wiht a 1,000 person capactiy.
The building was dedicated to 169 years' worth of
see DEDICATION page 4

RENTALS
Cars, Vans, Suv’s, Pick Up Trucks,
Moving Trucks, too!
Agent for Hertz
Car Rental
and Penske Truck Rental
Glen Warehouse
304 US RT 302
Glen, NH
603-986-5936
Open daily,
closed on Sundays

AAA Discounts
7,&.(76681WKUX681&KLOGUHQXQGHU)5((
PARKING ON GROUNDS
*HQHUDO3UHPLXP
No Pets Allowed Inside The Fairgrounds
SERVICE ANIMALS ONLY
FOR INFORMATION - 207-935-3268
Senior Citizens Day - TUESDAY - 65 years and over - FREE
Exhibition Halls & Farm Museum Open 9 am - 9 pm
0XVHXP&UDȻW'HPRQVWUDWLRQVDPSP
Fiber Demonstrations 9 am - 9 pm;
Last Sunday 9 am - 6 pm only
PLEASE CHECK WEBSITE FOR PROGRAM UPDATES
www.fryeburgfair.org
0DLQ6WUHHW)U\HEXUJ0(

Beals Famous Old
Fashioned Ice
Cream makes their
own super premium
ice cream. We
will have several
GHOLFLRXVćDYRUV
available as
well as specialty
sundaes, frappes
and banana splits!

Come visit
Beals on Wheels
at the Fair!
(located next to
Fandangles Restaurant)

ZZZJPULÁHEDUUHOFRP

®

Riﬂe Barrel Co. Inc.
First Quality Barrels for AR, AK, 10-22 Rifles
and more. Limited Runs and Fully Functional
"Blemished Barrels".
GMRB is a Gold Level Cases Knife Dealer

Come visit our Factory Store at
153 West Main St, Conway, NH

603-447-1095 • Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
www.galanteauto.com
603-374-6660
Route 302, Bartlett

at the base of Attitash Bear Peak

This Week's Special
2017 DODGE TRUCK Ram
2500 Crew Cab Laramie
4WD 6.4L V8, 23k miles

$45,000
IT’S ALL IN THE DETAILS!
With a hard wax & buff, the
road grime just “rolls off!”
Treat your auto to a
thorough detailing now and
protect your investment.
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Beat the
Snow & Ice
with New

Kumho
Tires!
Other leading
brands also
available
159 East Conway Rd., Ctr. Conway
Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30-5:00
(1/8 mile past Police Station
right on East Conway Rd.)
Visit us on the web at redstoneautos.com

603-733-5930

Full Service Repair Facility
There's a good reason customers keep coming back!

76
X5
X
CIGAR & COCKTAIL LOUNGE
1903 White Mtn Hwy,
North Conway

307-1036

www.cigarshenanigans.com
Mon.-Sat.
11am-1am,
Sun.
11am-11pm

The new Mountain View Pavillion cattle and sheep barn was formally dedicated on Tuesday at 1 p.m.
but opened its doors on Sept. 29, the ﬁrst day of fair week. (BRETT GUERRINGUE PHOTO)
DEDICATION from page 3

livestock exhibitors who have made
Fryeburg Fair the Blue Ribbon Classic for which it is known.
Participants in the dedication
included Fryeburg Fair Finance
Committee member Glenn Zaidman;
General
Superintendent
David Andrews; Finance Committee member Jack Wadsworth; Marla
Calico, president and CEO of the
International Association of Fairs &
Expositions; Nancy McBrady, director of the Maine Bureau of Agriculture; Kathryn Hunter, president of
the Maine Association of Agricultural Fairs; George Weston, second
vice president and finance committee member; 2019 American Honey
Queen Hannah Sjostrom; David
Hastings, first vice president and
finance committee member; Beef
Superintendent Randy Hall; Barry
Norris, Executive Director of the
Maine Association of Agricultural
Fairs; Sheep Superintendent Rob
Cameron and Fryeburg Fair President Roy Andrews.
The dedication was followed by a
demonstration of sheep shearing.

William Weston shears a sheep with 10 pounds of
wool at the Fryeburg Fair’s Mountain View Pavilion
dedication on Tuesday. (RACHEL ANDREWS DAMON
PHOTO)

Cool
Things
ABOUT

1. We're open every day! And after dark!
In North Conway!!
2. We have a ton of premium, handrolled cigars nestled in our walk-in
humidor!
3. Our liquor selection will make you
drool with delight!
4. You can bring your own delicious
food (because we don't have any)!
5. We have so much room for activities!
6. We have the DirecTV Sunday
Ticket! Watch your game with us!

s and
7. We now sell pipe
pipe tobacco!

Fire claimed the historic sheep and beef cattle barns in July 2018. The blaze was so hot, six other
buildings suffered heat damage. (ROY ANDREWS PHOTO)
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Tom’s Jumbo Donuts announces
retirement after 28 years of service

Ye Olde Sale Shoppe
603-539-7910 • yeoldesaleshoppe.com
1543 Province Lake Rd, Rt. 153 • Efﬁngham, NH

The shop houses an eclectic
collection of antiques,
collectibles, gifts and
whimsies arranged
tastefully in two stories...
Plus - Gourmet Food
Section & Candy Corner

BY RACHEL ANDREWS DAMON
SPECIAL TO THE CONWAY DAILY SUN

Tom Milianes of Beverly, Mass.,
the soft-spoken and kind-hearted
creator of Tom’s Jumbo Donuts has
announced his retirement, bringing to a close one of Fryeburg Fair’s
most popular food options.
At 67 years old, Tom’s wife, Deborah, a geriatric nurse practitioner, along with family and friends
strongly suggested that he call
it quits. The 17-hour days that his
incredibly successful doughnut business required were wearing him out.
“Friends were commenting on
my exhausted appearance. They
all thought I was going to work
myself to death. So it’s just time.
It’s back-breaking work, and I’ve
been doing it since I was 16. I
decided to go out while I’m still
feeling good,” he said.
Milianes continues to work as a
pastry chef with Central Bakery in
Peabody, Mass., where he manages
their pastry line. The business specializes in Portuguese breads and is
a major supplier to supermarkets.
“I’ve never made a doughnut
at Central Bakery. They make
doughnuts, but that’s not my
area.” Tom said.

Open Daily 10-5
It’s Been Said, “If We Don’t Have It, You Don’t Need It.”

Tom Milianes, owner of Tom’s Jumbo Donuts, retired this year after serving jumbo-sized
donuts for 28 years at the Fryeburg Fair. (RACHEL ANDREWS DAMON PHOTO)

Milianes works part-time at
Central Bakery and “whatever
time it takes to get the job done”
during the busy holidays.

Tom’s Jumbo Donuts will be
hugely missed at Fryeburg Fair,
see RETIREMENT page 6

Great Kids
Menu!
Happy
Hour
Daily 3-6pm

Late Night
Menu Every
Night

Monday:

Mug Club
Specials

Tuesday:

Karaoke

Wednesday 7pm

.LCPCì

Friday &
Saturday:

Live Music
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RETIREMENT from page 5

We are your authorized
Sales and Service Center
for Stihl, Ariens,
Cub Cadet and
so much more.

having served their doughnuts to fairgoers for 28 years.
“The key to a great doughnut is to
serve a hot one,” Tom said. “It’s been a
long, great run, and I’ve never had a
bad customer. The best time of every
day was having 150 people for breakfast, and they all stayed around our
area and were happy and smiling. I’m
really going to miss them all.”
Tom’s one concession to his doughnut-loving customers — he will come
out of retirement for 2½ days a year
to work from his customized Tom’s
Jumbo Donut building at Deerfield
Fair in New Hampshire.
Fryeburg Fair’s Dean Baker, Superintendent of the independent midway
vendors, said, “Tom’s Jumbo Donuts
were outstanding and Tom was a pleasure to work with. People would stand
in a very long line for his doughnuts
— they were that good. Tom and his
doughnuts will be hugely missed!”

ABOVE: John Blunda from WCSH enjoying a
Tom’s Jumbo Donut at Fryeburg Fair in 2018.
BELOW: Tom’s popular glazed variety. (RACHEL
ANDREWS DAMON PHOTOS)

Rt. 16 & 302, Intervale • 356-0757

Open 7 Days • www.lucyhardware.com • Open Mon-Fri 7-6; Sat 7-5; Sun 8-4

21 Kearsarge Road,
North Conway, NH
Open 11am to 11pm,
7 Days A Week

Seafood Specials
Fresh Daily

• Fried Clams
• Lobster Roll
• Lobster Tails
• Shrimp
• Scallops
• Haddock

• Crab Cakes
• Fresh Chowder
Daily

Also... try our Shepards Pie, our Chicken Pot Pie & our Lobster Pie!
Plus Hooligans' Famous Full Menu:
Appetizers, Sandwiches & Entrees • Full Bar • Affordable Kids Menu

603-356-6110 • hooligansfoodanddrink.com
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The Fryeburg Fair holds free nightly concerts at 8 p.m. at the Grandstand. (COURTESY PHOTO)

Clark Hill to perform
last night show at fair
Rounding out the Fryeburg Fair’s
2019 nightly music concert series is
northern Florida native Clark Hill for a
last music hurrah on Saturday, Oct. 5,
at 8 p.m. at the Grandstand.
The country singer, songwriter and
recording artist is best known for his
hit song and Music Row’s Top 100
charting single “Perfect To Me.”
After two years of blood, sweat and
tears, Hill released his debut album
titled “People Like Me.”

It’s a varied package, with tracks
that rock hard like they do it in the
South (“Stage Song”), honor the love of
his life (“Swerve”), celebrate (the reggae-flavored “Don’t You Worry Bout’
Me”) and mourn, (“I Hate That Car”) a
romantic breakup, testify with dignity
and deep emotion (“How Great Thou
Art”) and proudly proclaim the smalltown virtues that define who Hill
see CONCERT page 9
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Rustic Taps joins Fryeburg Fair this year with
craft beer, wood-ﬁred pizza and antique trucks
BY RACHEL ANDREWS DAMON
SPECIAL TO THE CONWAY DAILY SUN

If you’re a craft beer aficionado, a lover of woodfired pizza or a nostalgic antique vehicle buff, you
will love the addition of Rustic Taps Catering from
Gorham, Maine, at Fryeburg Fair. Dave and Jessica Golden, the owners of Rustic Taps, and 15 other
employees, are hosting craft beer, wine and pizza at
their new location on the north trackside at Fryeburg Fair in 2019. It promises to be a fun and enjoyable destination for fairgoers. The Goldens are fun
people and their product is exceptional.
Rustic Taps has been a labor of love for the Goldens. They are an impressive couple with an energy
level that doesn’t quit. Dave met Jessica in The
Forks when he was a white water rafting guide on
the Kennebec River. Jessica was wondering where to

sit in the boat and Dave suggested she sit right next
to him. They have been married since 2006. Dave
has been a technology consultant for 24 years and
with Xerox for the past 14 years. Jessica is a math
and science teacher in Windham, Maine. They have
two children ages 6 and 8.
Dave has a culinary background as well and came
up with the idea of catering after being a guest at
his neighbor’s daughter’s graduation party. He saw
an opportunity and made it happen. The Goldens
traveled to California to purchase the perfect Italianmade wood-fired ovens for their business. They traveled the Napa Valley to find the right wines to serve.
Rustic Taps pizza uses all-organic produce and
most comes from local Maine farms. Bumbleroot
Farm in Windham, Olivia’s Garden in New Gloucester, Maine, Backyard Farms in Madison, Maine, a
specialty tomato farm — all provide ingredients.
The success of Rustic Taps comes from the Golden’s commitment to providing a customer-centric
experience. They know people can drink beer anywhere. Their vintage and classic approach to serving
customers high quality products promises to be a great
addition to Fryeburg Fair. Wait until you see their retrofit 1947 GMC, 1939 Ford truck and 1954 Chevy.
Rustic Taps provides catering and mobile bar services that range from corporate gatherings to wed-

Rustic Taps Catering can be found on the north trackside at the
Fryeburg Fair. (COURTESY PHOTO)

dings and fundraisers. They are particularly fond of
helping non-profits like the Eastern Trails Alliance,
Make-A-Wish and the Travis Mills Foundation. A
portion of all beer sales at Fryeburg Fair will be
donated to the Travis Mills Foundation serving veterans and their families.
For more information on Rustic Taps go to rustictaps.com

Rustic Taps Catering has a collection of retroﬁtted antique trucks out of which they sell local craft beer and wood-ﬁred pizza, including a
1947 GMC (left), a 1939 Ford truck and a 1954 Chevy (right). (COURTESY PHOTOS)

KezarRealty.com
Preowned Car Sales!!
Fluid Film Undercoating.
Full Service Repair.
State Inspections.
Now Offering Custom Exhaust.

356-9500
NEW LOCATION:
545 EASTMAN ROAD
REDSTONE

Homes, Land &
Vacation Rentals
224 Main Street, Lovell • 207-925-1500
Visit: KezarRealty.com
& KezarLife.com
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CONCERT from page 7

is musically and personally (“Those
Were The Days”).
In 2018, Hill said “The album
touches on every element of who I am.
Up until just a few years ago, I hadn’t
really found myself. I was a young
parent with two kids and a wife. …
But even then I knew what it meant
to leave your mark on the world. … So
I kept searching for something I could
achieve, some mark I could leave. That
would be the greatest thing I could do
for my kids. I know it sounds selfish but

I’ve always wanted to leave a legacy.”
All night shows have free admission
and are at 8 p.m. at the Grandstand
on the fair’s Main Street.
This fair season, Hill follows performances by Ragged Jack on Sept.
30, Church of Cash on Oct. 1, Rodney
Atkins on Oct. 2, Maddie & Tae on
Oct. 3, Michael Delguidice & Big Shot
on Oct. 4.
Past shows over the last couple
years have included stars Clint Black,
Joe Diffie, The Swon Brothers, Lady
Antebellum, Diamond Rio and Jana
Kramer.

Country singer Clark Hill is scheduled to play Saturday at the Fryeburg Fair. (COURTESY PHOTO)

We Need Space...
FOR THE 2020 INVENTORY NOW ARRIVING!
PRE-OWNED UNITS
2010 Polaris Rush 600 Pro-R, 5500 Miles......................... $2500
2014 Polaris Indy 800 SP E/S, 500 miles ......................... $4995
2015 Polaris Rush 800 Pro-S E/S, 2494 miles .................. $6500
2016 Polaris Switchback 800 Pro-S E/S, 3665 miles ........ $6995
2019 Polaris Switchback 600 Pro-S E/S, ONLY 24 Miles .. $9995
2018 RZR "S" 900, 712 Miles........................................... $9995

ALL NEW 2019 MODEL
Snowmobile's, ATV's, Ranger & RZR's
ON SALE!

d
All Price
To Move!
Come in for the best deal!
2928 East Conway Rd. • East Conway, NH
603-939-2698 • townandcountry.com
Open Mon-Fri 9-5; Sat 9-3
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Bean Hole Beans (Tues, Thur, Sat at 1 p.m.)
Beekeeping
Blacksmithing
Broom Making
Cider Pressing
Cranberry Demonstration
Ice Cream and Butter Making
Northeast Historic Films
Old Stove Display
Old Time Farm Equipment Demonstrations
One Room Schoolhouse
Plowing with Oxen
Pottery Demonstration
Rope and Line Typing
Smokehouse
Spinning
Tatting
Tinsmithing
Old Farm Equipment Restoration
Wood Lathe Demonstration
Woodstove Cooking

Doug Farnham, Minot, ME
David Sorensen, Eaton, NH
Luke Damen, Naples, ME
Everett Bailey, Belmont, NH
Roger Roberts, Lovell, ME
Sugar Hill Cranberries, Columbia, ME
Tara Green Wilson, Sebago, ME
David Weiss and Jane Donnell, Bucksport, ME
Sherman and Shirley Adams, Farmington, ME
Chris Harrington & Eric Bog, Sebago, ME
Joanne Magee, Fryeburg, ME
Bob and Leia Farnham, Chatham, NH
Rusty Wiltjer, Waterford, ME
John Andrews, Fryeburg, ME
Doug Farnham, Minot, ME
Hildy Danforth & Robin Heene, Shelburne, NH
Becky Tyler, Temple, ME
Bill Davenport, Sr., Shelburn, ME
Matt Barker, Bolsters Mills, ME
Lou Goulet, Mechanic Falls, ME
Loretta Greene, Sebago, ME

Little Red Schoolhouse
Open Daily 9am-6pm
Wednesday 9am-1pm will feature children in 1870’s clothing
Museum Hours 9am-9pm
Daily Demonstrations 10am-5pm all eight days
Tim Mayberry, Museum Curator • Assistants: Carol Mayberry, Ted & Loretta Greene
Farm Museum Phone: 207-935-6097

Outdoor and More Store
Home & Garden Accents

Trotters head down the front stretch at the Fryeburg Fair in 2013. (JAMIE GEMMITI PHOTO)

Harness racing about
more than just betting
Horse racing with parimutuel betting has been one of the principal features of agricultural fairs in the state
of Maine since 1935.
Fryeburg Fair, being held annually
in the first week in October, is fortunate in getting many of the better
horses in New England because of
lack of competition from other tracks
at this time of year.
It is noteworthy to acknowledge

that the money handle at Fryeburg
Fair surpasses the per-race handle
anywhere in the state. The total bet
was over a million dollars for the week
in 1992 through 1994. Some years
Fryeburg Fair handles close to 10 percent of the entire live handle for the
year in the state in just six days with
a total of 60 races.
see RACING page 11

,
Merlino s
THE LUCIANO FAMILY SINCE 1967

Come
visit us
today!

Family Steakhouse

REWARDS
&LOYALTY
PROGRAM
Best Program
in the Valley!
Earn 10%
Discount on
EVERY
VISIT!

Specializing in Chef's Signature Angus Beef

Taste the Difference!
Great Kids' Menu!
Home & Garden Accents, Yard Art, Stone Water Fountains & Statuary
Poly Lawn Furniture, Play Sets, Pergolas, Cupolas
Copper Weathervanes, Wall Decor & so much more!

356-6006
www.merlinossteakhouse.com
A small sampling of our menu includes:
• Italian Specialties
• Fresh Maine Lobster & Seafood
• Prime Rib

• T-Bone Steak
• BBQ Baby Back Ribs
• Filet Mignon

SPORTS FANS!! 4 Big Screen TVs in our Lounge.
DRINK & APPETIZER SPECIALS EVERY DAY
Walk to Shopping and Hotels!
Open Wed. thru Sun. 11am-4pm or by appointment
1287 Bear Camp Hwy. (Rt. 25), South Tamworth, NH
5.8 miles from Jct Rt. 16 and 25.

802-356-7660 • outdoorandmorestore.com • Island Delivery Available

Sunday Brunch Menu 10am-2pm
Serving Lunch & Dinner from 11am Daily

Route 16, North Conway
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RACING from page 10

Regarding betting, Paul Lusky, consultant for the racing division at the
Fryeburg Fair, said, “The basic bet,
which is a $2 bet, hasn’t changed in
my time, and it probably goes back
even further than that. It is not reflective of inflation. I mean a $2 bet today
compared to say 40 years ago, you are
not even beginning to talk the same
thing. Naturally you are not limited
to betting $2, but the basic bet and
return on it for the amount of time
(if you wish to bet $2 on an odds-on
favorite horse), you might get back
$2.40 or $2.60. So, you’d better be getting enjoyment other than what you
are receiving for your money. You’ve
got to be getting your entertainment
enjoyment, which, as I alluded to earlier, is a love of the animal, a love of
the sport, everything that goes along
with pageantry, if you would, the
ambiance, friendship.”
It is a lot more than just making
money. If you want to make money, you
can put your quarter in a slot machine
and have instant gratification.”
A commercial racetrack has basically
one source of revenue, and that is the
revenue from the parimutuel wagering,
and their cut from that wagering.
The fair gets its revenue from many
different sources. Racing is getting to
be just a minor part of it. It used to be
about the third: there was always the
midway, then ticket sales and there
was racing. Well, guess what: Campers have pulled in, and now racing is

A man with his horse and buggy are seen at the Fryeburg Fair. This photo was taken around 1885 and
shows the original judge’s stand. (MAINEMEMORY.NET/FRYEBURG HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTO)

fourth, I guess, as far as amount of
income it brings in.”
Over the entire week, how many
horses do you need?
“If we were to have an ideal situation,” said Lusky, “running 60 races
in a week, eight horses for each race,
10 races a day for six days, we would
need 480 horses. Now, because the fair
runs for six days, some horses that
race on the first day may come back
and race again.”
Where do the horses come from?
“They come from the Maritime Provinces in Canada, New Brunswick in

particular, Prince Edward Island and
Nova Scotia. They come from Maine,
New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, New York State and there will
be a certain amount of ownership that
goes farther away. Of course, with our
stabling facility, we are able to move
some in. The ones that come down
from Montreal are coming in just for
us. It would be impossible to operate
without our stabling system, and each
year it becomes more and more imperative that we are able to get facilities
for these people who want to come.”
Lusky has become a racing leader

in the sate of Maine, representing
the fair, particularly as far as dealing
with the Maine Harness Racing Commission. He said that if you do anything long enough that you’ll become
better qualified. Could he give advice
to other fairs?
“I try to be careful. Fryeburg Fair is
not similar to other fairs. Other fairs
have problems that we can only guess
about. There are many ways we can
help the other fairs without giving
them advice. I can point to historical
fact within legislation (how-did-weget-here-from-there type of thing),
and have had the privilege of learning from people who were experts and
very knowledgeable in their day.”
Over a 20-year period, a lot rubs off
on you. I try to use very strong business practices. The racing industry
historically has been the most loosely
managed industry that you can imagine. I think Fryeburg Fair has been on
the forefront with commonly accepted
business practices,” he said.
After the size of the grandstand
was doubled and the betting facilities
improved, Wilbur Hammond Jr. went
to considerable effort to get other fairs
interested enough to make it attractive to a computerized betting company to move to the area with betting
machines and a tote board. This was
accomplished in 1986 with a signed
contract, and since then all betting
facilities after a trial period have
changed to computerized betting.
see RACING page 15

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE
SALES & SERVICE
Inspections, Alignments, A/C Service, Check Engine Light Reading

- We do emergency repairs on all
makes and models, cars & trucks.

299 Main Street (Rt. 302)
Fryeburg, Maine
next to NAPA, just over the Conway NH border;
ofﬁce & shop around back.

Servicing all makes and models • European car specialists

207.256.8102 • 207.321.1148

- Buy a car and drive away with a
free 14 day registration
- Ask about a ride to the Fair with
service or repair work, trafﬁc
permitting

www.fryeburgmotors.com

WHAT! You Have Bare Walls?
Vintage Ski
Posters

Oil
Paintings

Your Photos
To Canvas

Classic
Art

Local
Art

Oversize
Wall Canvas

LET US HELP YOU SOLVE THAT PROBLEM!

Save up to 80% Off Regular Retail Prices
All Our Frames Are Real Wood, Covered
In Glass, And American Made.
Framed With Care To Last A lifetime.

BOOK AT THECOG.COM
OR CALL 603.278.5404

Located in the lower level of the HandCrafter’s Barn.
2473 White Mountain Highway, No. Conway • 603-356-8996
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Scenes from the Fryeburg Fair

LEFT: Fair-goers have fun on a ride at the Fryeburg Fair on Tuesday.
ABOVE: Sorting cranberries at the Sugar Hill Cranberry Co. booth.
(JAMIE GEMMITI PHOTOS)

TOP LEFT: Ten-year-old Kyden Moore’s 160-pound pumpkin wins a blue ribbon. (JAMIE GEMMITI PHOTO) BOTTOM LEFT: A bowl of turkey stew with
a side of pickles, biscuit and saltines at Emily’s Restaurant, a fair staple. ABOVE: Diners line up at Emily’s on Sunday. (MARK GUERRINGUE PHOTOS)
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LEFT: A display of tools at the Farm Museum at the Fryeburg Fair is
seen Tuesday. (JAMIE GEMMITI PHOTO) ABOVE: Bobby, owned by
Olivia and Victoria Briggs of Briggs Girls Livestock of Sullivan, N.H.,
says hello in the Swine Building. (MARGARET McKENZIE PHOTO)

RIGHT: A
youngster
handles
her milking
cow while
showing at
the Fryeburg
Fair on Tuesday. (JAMIE
GEMMITI
PHOTO)
FAR RIGHT:
A couple of
fair-goers
enjoy the
friendliness
of a goat.
(MYFANWY
PHILLIPS
PHOTO)

Mt. Washington Valley's Kitchen & Bath Source!

Heart & Hand, Inc.

"Dream It, Design It,
Install It, Enjoy It"

Country Cabinets, etc.
C

Full Line Of
Products
LLC

95
5 East Conway Rd.,
Rd North Conway
603-356-5766
603
• countrycabinetsetc.com

207-935-1125 • 207-890-2388 • heartandhandinc.com
750 Pequawket Trail, Brownfield, ME • Mon–Sat 9-5, Sun 10–3
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History of the Fryeburg Fair: How it all began
FRYEBURG, Maine — It was a
chilly day in March 1851 when a
few local farmers and merchants got
together and decided to show off their
produce, cattle and wares to the community.
Since those humble beginnings,
Fryeburg Fair has grown to become
Maine’s largest agricultural fair,
with harness racing, a farm museum
second to none, the world’s largest
steer and oxen show and a reputation
known throughout North America.
The eight-day “Blue Ribbon Classic” has flourished since that first fair
when William Walker of Lovell, Maine,
won $3 for the best acre of corn, and
William Spring of Brownfield, earned
$1 for the best seed wheat.
Today, the early-October fair boasts
nearly 100 buildings on 185 acres in
the Saco River Valley. Attracting more
than 300,000 people annually, it is
Maine’s largest fair, second only in
size in New England to the Eastern
State Exposition in Springfield, Mass.
The original history of the fair
emerged in the mid-1980s, thanks to
surprisingly well-documented records
discovered by longtime fair trustee
Donald Buzzell of Fryeburg. Two yellowing books, one of secretary reports
and the other a membership listing,
were located in a shed cupboard at
the Buzzell farmhouse, purchased by
Don’s late father in 1884.
Signing the original documents for
the society formed “for the improvement of agriculture and horticulture”
were Gen. Pegleg Wadsworth of Hiram,
president; David R. Hastings, a Lovell
lawyer who served the original board as
vice president; Thomas Souther of Frye-

The cattle barns and the ox teams at the Fryeburg fair in 1900. (MAINEMEMORY.NET/FRYEBURG HISTORICAL SOCIETY PHOTO)

The Racing Grandstand was built in 1894.
(FRYEBURG FAIR PHOTO)

burg, recording secretary; and Isaac
Spring of Brownfield, corresponding
secretary and librarian.
To consider the “expediency of forming an agricultural society,” several
men from Fryeburg, Brownfield and
Hiram met at Sam Stickney’s Inn in
Brownfield on March 22, 1851. It was
there that Wadsworth was chosen
president and named, along with
Souther and Col. Edward S. Osgood,
to a committee to report on a constitution and bylaws, according to the
original secretary’s report.
Enthusiasm for the idea spread
quickly through the original incorporating towns of Fryeburg, Hiram,

railroad land for $2,145, and in 1895
purchased 25 acres, the first of several
parcels at the present site along the
Fryeburg-Lovell Road for $135. The
last expansion came in 1995, when 10
acres were purchased on the east side
of Route 5.
While the fair was the creation of
a group of Maine men, they quickly
realized they could not go it alone.
They voted to allow women into the
membership in 1859 on payment of 25
cents annually.
In 1861, when fighting broke out
during the Civil War, optimistic officials

Brownfield, Lovell, Denmark, Porter,
Sweden, Waterford, Stow and Stoneham. Any resident of those towns
could join by paying $1 per year, and a
lifetime membership was available to
the affluent for $10.
The 31st Maine Legislature passed
a special act incorporating the society,
and the charter was officially accepted
Oct. 31, 1851. The following Friday,
the first fair was held in Brownfield,
and it rotated towns each year until
today’s permanent location was found
in 1856. It took two years to purchase the land near the old PortlandOgdensburg Railroad depot.
In 1884 and 1885, the fair sold its

see HISTORY page 15

514 Route 302
Glen, NH
603-986-9622
Open
Tuesday-Saturday
10am-5pm
Serving NH and Maine for over 70 years.

Aggregates
Sand - Gravel - Crushed Stone
Loam - Bark Mulch - Sandy Fill
Delivery Available
9 NH Route 113, Conway, NH
603-447-5936

We Carry...

OFFICIAL NH
DEER & TURKEY
CHECK STATION

• Muzzle Loaders and all the Black Powder Accessories
including Powder, Primers, and Bullets.
• Hunting Rifles and Scopes in stock and always offer
FREE Scope Mounting and Bore Sighting with
purchase of a scope.
• Brands including... Thompson Center, Savage,
Remington, Bushnell, Leupold, Glock & Ruger.
• Hunting Knives, Deer Calls, Deer Scents, and Game
Cameras, Rifle Slings.
• OFFICIAL VORTEX OPTICS DEALER
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had already increased the annual exhibition from one to three days. With membership rolls from Maine down during
the war, premiums were added to attract
New Hampshire residents, although it
would be another 40 years before they
would officially be voted into society
membership.
Fryeburg boasts many superlatives,
including the oldest continuous 4-H baby
beef sale in New England.
Fryeburg officials pressed on with
their sale during World War II, while
Eastern States (the Big E) curtailed its
sale until after the war. A former president emeritus and Maine legislator, the
late Francis Buzzell, chaired the first
baby beef program, which this year
will celebrate its 75th anniversary. He
served on the original committee, along
with Phil Andrews, Donald Buzzell and
John Weston.
Andrews, a finance committee member
for four decades, was elected president
in 1991, when Francis Buzzell’s health
forced him to step down. Andrews passed
away in 2002, and longtime friend David
Hastings II succeeded him as president.
The fair’s growth to eight days was a
gradual one. Trustees voted to expand
the fair to four days in 1941, but World
War II stalled the expansion until 1945.
The fair swelled to five days in 1954,
seven days a few years later, and eight
days in 1981, when the second Sunday
was added. While the fair continues to
grow in popularity, officials say they are
satisfied with keeping the event at eight
days.
The history of the Fryeburg Fair is
chronicled in words and photographs
in the History Hall, located just outside
Expo 1 near the front gate.

TOP: The 1999 4-H Baby Beef Grand Champion. BOTTOM: The Fryeburg Fair has
the world’s largest steer and oxen show and a reputation known throughout
North America. (FRYEBURG FAIR PHOTOS)

RACING from page 11

“I look at racing,” said Lusky, “and I think the fair
does also, as a source of income, but it’s also a source
of entertainment. We pay dearly for night shows as
far as entertainment, and if we can entertain these
people and keep our expenses to a minimum, this
is why racing is going to go on at the fairs. It’s playing to a good crowd and playing for the majority of
the people there. It still serves a very, very valuable
function for the fair as entertainment.”
Fryeburg Fair was selected as a “Blue Ribbon
Fair” by the readers of Hoof Beats Magazine in
1996. In November, Fred Noe, executive vice president of the United States Trotting Association,
wrote a column asking readers to nominate the fairs
with the best harness racing programs. He received
an overwhelming response, and out of 80 fairs nominated, the Fryeburg Fair was one of the three most
supported fairs from readers of Hoof Beats.
This article originally appeared in The Conway
Daily Sun in 2007.

This article originally appeared in The
Conway Daily Sun in 2003.

SAW

YER RIVER

TR ADING CO.
FINE CUTLERY • SPORT KNIVES
QUALITY COOKWARE • CHEF'S ATTIRE
KITCHEN ACCESSORIES
KNIFE SHARPENING

CELEBRATING 21 YEARS!
SPORT
KNIVES
LEATHERMAN
BUCK
SWISS ARMY
GERBER
& MORE
Special Orders &
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BEST "LITTLE" SHOP IN TOWN!
Norcross Place • North Conway Village • 356-4155 • SawyerRiver.com

A rider warms up her horse as the track and the crowd is readied for harness racing at the Fryeburg Fair in 2005. (JAMIE
GEMMITI PHOTO)

Visit our

FAMOUS APPLE CRISP BOOTH
at the...

Come to our booth at the Fryeburg Fair
& Enjoy Our

FAMOUS
APPLE CRISP!

Made with Fresh Apples!

A Fryeburg Fair Favorite for $6.00!
FAIR DATES: Sunday, Sept. 29th thru Sunday, Oct. 6th

The Conway Village Congregational Church
"The Brown Church" Welcomes You!

10am Sunday worship service
132 Main St., Conway, NH
603-447-3851
info@thebrownchurch.org

Your support helps our community outreach
programs. Thank you for your support!

Not Just Great BBQ - So Much More
Succulent BBQ, Piled High Pizza
& all your Smokehouse Favorites!
Salads-Sandwiches-Dinners-Kids
Menu-Desserts • Gluten Free Menu
Catering
Yankee Smokehouse & Wild Hog Pizzeria!
2345 White Mountain Hwy.,
Jct. of Rt. 16 & 25 West
West Ossipee • 603-539-7427
Yankeesmokehouse.com

Page 16 — THE CONWAY DAILY SUN - FRYEBURG FAIR - Saturday, October 5, 2019

The Sandwich Fair will host horse pulling ring shows among other animal events on Sunday, Oct. 13,
in Center Sandwich. (SANDWICH FAIR PHOTO)

Head on down the tracks, park your
caboose, and blow off some steam!

Serving
Lunch & Dinner
Daily Specials
Open Daily 11-8,
Closed Monday
Visit us on Facebook

79 Main Street, Center Ossipee • 603-301-1414

Sandwich Fair begins this
Columbus Day weekend
SANDWICH — The 109th Sandwich Fair held annually on Columbus
Day weekend in Center Sandwich,
runs from Oct. 12-14, with a midway
sneak preview Friday night.
This 3½-day event has something
for everyone, from animal competitions, antique tractor pulls, a truck pull
(Monday), lawn tractor pulls (Monday)
to a traditional farmers' market, helicopter rides (weather permitting) and a
full midway. Numerous expo buildings

are filled with crafts, flowers, vegetables, photos and baked goods.
The fair has a very popular crafts
building, where vendors demonstrate
what they sell. The stage shows feature music and variety acts throughout the day and are included with a
general admission ticket.
The promotion of agriculture and
education are a primary focus of our
see SANDWICH FAIR page 17

FULL SERVICE SHOP FOR EVERYTHING DIESEL SINCE 1986
603-662-0645
www.upcountrypropertyservices.com

PICKUPS, MOTORHOMES, HEAVY TRUCKS & EQUIPMENT
FORD, DURAMAX, CUMMINS, INTL, DETROIT, VOLVO, PACCAR
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS, 24/7 ROAD & WRECKER SERVICE

Your one stop shop for all your property service needs

Valladares Transportation & Repair, Inc.

Carpet Cleaning Janitorial Services Handyman Services
Vacation & Residential Cleaning Services Window Cleaning
 Carpet & Hardwood Floor Cleaning  Snow Removal and Lawn Care

PO Box 750, Conway, NH 03818
(603) 447-2101 • 800-974-2101
3 miles south of Conway Village on Rt. 16

Now Offering Full Vacation Management.

THE CONWAY DAILY SUN - FRYEBURG FAIR - Saturday, October 5, 2019— Page 17

SANDWICH FAIR from page 16

fair. The fair has daily animal
shows and competitions happening along with “4H Fence Talks.”
The Fence Talks are new in the
past couple of years and have
been very well received. Youths
give a 15- to 20-minute talk about
the responsibilities and rewards
of raising, breeding and showing
animals.
The fair has several show
rings that have some type of
event going on simultaneously
throughout each day. Saturday
rings feature Granite State Frisbee Dogs performing four shows,
a children’s pedal tractor pull, ox
steering and skidding, farmer’s
hitch and pig handling.
Sunday’s ring shows feature are FFA Woodman’s Field
Event, children’s pedal tractor
pull, horse pulling, open swine
show, and oxen and dairy shows.
Monday ring shows feature the
very popular women’s skillet
toss, keg toss, ox pulling, and
oxen shows.
Friday night is the ride preview
night, where you can pay one
price and ride all you want from
4-9 p.m. Rides, games and food are
available. All other exhibits are
closed until Saturday morning.
Saturday features an antique
auto show that begins at 8 a.m.
and concludes with a parade at 1
p.m. It promises to be a great day

DAVID HAINE REAL ESTATE
NATIVE RELIABLE REAL ESTATE SERVICE
"We know the land… we've been here all our lives."
RTE. 16/153 INTERSECTION • BOX 1708 • CONWAY, NH 03818

603-447-5023 • 603-387-7516

www.davidrhainerealestate.com • drhaine@gmail.com

LAND LISTINGS
1.8 acre wooded lot at the end of a Cul de Sac on a paved
road with underground power at the street with 424' of
frontage on Deer Hill Brook. Water hook up to a community
water system available. Short drive to Chocorua Lake.
MLS# 4740316 ............................................................$23,500
Unrestricted 10 acre parcel with some land already cleared
for a building site. Electricity at the street.
MLS# 4761536 ............................................................$49,900
The Women’s Skillet Toss and Gentlemen’s Keg Toss are scheduled for Monday, Oct. 14, at
the Sandwich Fair in Center Sandwich. (SANDWICH FAIR PHOTO)

of acts on the stage as well, with
country singer Lexi James, Fred
the Magician and juggler/comedian Michael Menese. Each will
each perform two shows. There will
also be one performance by Carroll
Brown, Solitary Man Band.
Sunday’s big feature is the
Grand Street Parade that kicks
off at 1 p.m. The theme of the
parade this year is “Women of
Sandwich Past,” and pays tribute
to women that are no longer with
us who have had a huge impact
on the town of Sandwich and the
community.
People should plan to arrive
in town early on the day of the

parade, as traffic gets congested
by late morning. Entertainment
for the day features Bel Aires
vocal group, mentalist and sword
swallower Roderick Russell and
The Don Campbell Band.
Monday is packed full of great
things. The Women’s Skillet Toss,
the Gentlemen’s Keg Toss and
oxen pulling are a few highlights.
And don’t forget the baked
goods auction at 3:30 p.m. All
proceeds will be donated to a
local food pantry.
Monday is also 4-H Day. There
will be numerous animal com-

Brownﬁeld, Maine - 29 Acres with electricity at the street.
1289' of paved road frontage. No restrictions against
animals. Potential mountain views with clearing. Lots of
birch trees. MLS# 4727221 ........................................$69,000
Madison, NH - 70 wooded acres with over 2800' frontage
on Forrest Brook with little waterfalls. This would make a
great family compound. MLS# 4740642 ................$155,000
Swift River Frontage of 1900' with a 4 Acre Island. A variety
of timber species and a brook are on this 49 acre parcel
located on a town paved road just a ten minute drive from
Conway Village. Come take a look at the beauty!
MLS#4776780 ...........................................................$175,000
23 Mountainside Acres with awesome views of Conway
Lake a big spread of the mountains including the Moats
and Mt. Washington & Kearsarge.
MLS# 4750983 ..........................................................$175,000

see SANDWICH FAIR page 19

Check with your local ﬁre department if permissible ﬁreworks are allowed in your area.
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107 East Conway Road
Center Conway

603.730.5454
Info@OptimumFSE.com
www.OptimumFSE.com

Tony Martineau (left) and Jon Bliss head up entertainment at Fryeburg Fair. (RACHEL DAMON PHOTO)

Nightly fair entertainment
includes meet-and-greets
BY RACHEL ANDREWS DAMON
SPECIAL TO THE CONWAY DAILY SUN

We May Not Be At The Fair But...

...is STILL GOING STRONG after
more than 70 years!!
Chris Nahatis &
daughter Stephanie
have exhibited
at the Fryeburg Fair
for over 45 years.
STILL
THE
MADE IN

U.S.A.

We THANK our valued customers for their patronage through
the years and continue the SALADMASTER tradition!
Enjoy the Fair - We will miss you!

—Stephanie Nahatis

Saladmaster Distributors, Inc.
Contact us for Sales & Service:
stephanie@wecook.com • 800-338-2090

Fryeburg Fair, established in 1851,
has long mixed talent and entertainment of all kinds with their agricultural mission. Rudy Vallee, Tammy
Wynette, Jeannie C. Riley, The Mamas
& The Papas, Tiny Tim, Chubby
Checker, Lady Antebellum and Jamey
Johnson are just a few of the long list
of performers that have headlined the
Night Show at Fryeburg Fair.
Jon Bliss, of Lovell, Maine, and Tony
Martineau, of Fryeburg, Maine, have

been the guys behind the fair’s music
and entertainment scene for several
years. Martineau started working
at the fair in 1999 joining entertainment directors Kevin Muse and David
Hastings III, both of Fryeburg. Now
in his 20th year; Martineau replaced
Muse in 2004 when he tragically
passed. Bliss joined the fair in 2004
replacing Hastings when he moved to
the Fair’s finance committee. Martineau and Bliss have shared all talent
see ENTERTAINMENT page 20

Tramway Artisans
70,000 Gifts!

Tramway Marketplace
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ad and rece
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may appl

NH Souvenirs, Gifts, T-Shirts,
Hoodies, Women's Fashion,
NH Art & More!
Greeting Cards for Every
Special Occasion!

603-539-5700

2336 Rt. 16, West Ossipee (Next to McDonald's)
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petitions going on in the rings throughout the day.
Visitors will be amazed at the hard work and dedication of these 4-Hers.
Also on Monday, admission is free for veterans and
active duty military service members with proper
ID and the price of admission is reduced for anyone
age 60 or older.
Entertainment for the day will feature Professor
Paddy Whack and Joe Howard, The Red Hat Band
and Annie and the Orphans.
For a full listing of activities and events for each
day, go to thesandwichfair.com.
Pricing: Ages 12 and up $12; under 12 free.
Monday: Senior Day half price admission, $6
Monday: Military Day — Free admission with
proper ID
SaturdayRide Special, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., $20, all rides
with band.
Friday Night Midway Preview, 4-9 p.m., ride special, $20.

How's Your Water?
Any staining...odors...corrosion...
We are a growing company on a mission to become a
leader of innovative quality water and air puriﬁcation
and education solutions throughout New England.
Our vision includes educated consumers who
believe in the value of quality water and air for the
beneﬁt of their health and their homes.

Clean Water. Clean Air.
Clean Living.
A traditional farmer’s market, crafts, ﬂowers, vegetables, photos
and baked goods will be available at the Sandwhich Fair during
Columbus Day weekend. (SANDWICH FAIR PHOTO)
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(603)323-9907 - www.SummitViewWater.com
486 White Mountain Highway, Suite C, Conway, NH
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13th Annual
McKtoberfest!
*Offer available October 1, 2019 - December 31, 2019. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined in promotional program. Additional fees may apply. Pricing, payments and models
may vary by dealer. Customers must take delivery prior to the end of the program period. Some customers will not qualify. Some restrictions apply. Financing subject to credit approval. Offer available on new equipment only. Pricing and
rebates in US dollars. Prior purchases are not eligible. 6 Year Warranty for Non-Commercial, residen tial use only. 6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CK10, DK10 and NX model KIOTI tractors and must be purchased and registered between
October 1, 2019 - December 31, 2019. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to cha nge without notice. See your dealer for details. All financing by DLL Finace LLC is in its sole disc redtion and subject to credit review and
approval and other terms and conditions, Daedong-USA, Inc. Kioti Tractor Division Prepared the information contained in these materials.
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Saturday & Sunday,
Oct. 12 & 13 • 10am-4pm
• Apple Picking • Cider Donuts
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• Press Your Own Cider
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DK10SE Series
40 HP to 58 HP
CAB & ROPS Models
Diesel engine w/Daedong ECO
Technology
Powerful HST Transmission
Single Lever Joystick
*Offer available October 1, 2019 - December 31, 2019. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined in promotional program. Additional fees may apply. Pricing, payments and models
may vary by dealer. Customers must take delivery prior to the end of the program period. Some customers will not qualify. Some restrictions apply. Financing subject to credit approval. Offer available on new equipment only. Pricing and
rebates in US dollars. Prior purchases are not eligible. 6 Year Warranty for Non-Commercial, residen tial use only. 6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CK10, DK10 and NX model KIOTI tractors and must be pur chased and registered between
October 1, 2019 - December 31, 2019. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to cha nge without notice. See your dealer for details. All financing by DLL Finace LLC is in its sole disc redtion and subject to credit review and
approval and other terms and conditions, Daedong-USA, Inc. Kioti Tractor Division Prepared the information contained in these materials.

PROFILE

POWERSPORTS
Route 16, Conway, NH (just south of Conway Village)

603-447-5855 • www.profilepowersports.com

71 NE Pond Rd., Milton, NH
2 miles off exit 18 from the Spaulding Turnpike
603.652.9400
www.mckenziesFarm.com
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Your Local Pool,
Spa & Sauna Dealer
Year Round Pool & Hot Tub
Maintenance
2101 White Mountain Highway
North Conway, NH 03860
www.atlanticpoolandspa.com
(603) 356-0039

Enjoy
the
Fairs!

Call EXIT Realty Leaders
Serving NEW HAMPSHIRE
Let us help you ﬁnd your Perfect Home!

EXIT Realty Leaders
is Growing!

Best Pizza North of the Bronx

Yes, there is a For Sale Sign out front.
We want to move to a larger ofﬁce!

ELVIO’S PIZZERIA

Still in Ossipee and providing
professional, Full Service
Real Estate Assistance.

makes up a strong and fast-moving stage crew.
They populate the stage with
music, sound and light equipment set up to the artist’s specifications. New England Audio
Tech’s Rainbow Productions from
Atkinson has been the fair’s sound
company for over 20 years. It’s
high pressure and time-sensitive
to seamlessly finalize the process
by showtime, always at 8 p.m.
Before most shows start, Martineau’s wife, Gail, manages the
“Meet and Greets.”

You Ringa - We Bringa

& RESTAURANT

Try my
Italian Dinners,
ready to go!

Voted Best Thick Crust Pizza in N.H. by N.H. Magazine
"Oldest Independently Owned Pizzeria in North Conway — Over 39 Years!"

Deli Sandwiches, Subs & Wraps Made To Order!
Frozen Italian Entrees • Italian Market

354 Rte. 16B, Center Ossipee, NH



603-539-9595

Tammy Wynette was the Night Show headliner in 1983. Wynette’s photo, along with many
others, hangs in the fair’s Entertainment Ofﬁce. (FRYEBURG FAIR PHOTO)

FREE

SMALL
CHEESE
PIZZA

with the purchase of
Any Large Pizza



We make water care easy!

responsibilities since. A.O. Pike,
of Fryeburg, who began working
with the fair in 1967, held the
entertainment reins in the late
1960s and ’70s.
“Back then our budget was
$500 and our most regular act
was the Fryeburg Fair Boys, two
talented blind men from northern Maine who were a big draw,”
Pike said.
Much has evolved in country
fair entertainment since then,
leaving behind daredevil motorcycle acts, polesitters and “girly
shows.”
Today, Bliss and Martineau
work closely with talent agent
Diana Ammon of Atlantic Music
Productions from Newton to book
night show entertainers.
“Diana knows when a performer or group is just about to
hit it big and often we can snag
them for a show. She has the
ability to identify up-and-coming
stars. We’ve been very fortunate
to contract with a few right before
they hit the big-time like Lady
Antebellum, Jamey Johnson and
Phil Vassar. We pretty much stick
with country music but some
diversity is good for the fairgoers as long as we don’t stray too
far,” Bliss said. “We tried rap and
that’s not going to happen again.”
“And we probably won’t do
comedy,”
Martineau
added,
“comedians are best in a small
setting and it doesn’t translate as
well in the great outdoors.”
The Fryeburg Fair built a
much-needed new performance
stage on wheels 12 years ago. The
fair’s year-round maintenance
crew is charged with rolling it
out as soon as the space becomes
available. The stage sits on the
fair’s half-mile horseracing track.
Set up begins right after the last
horse crosses the finish line. A
local group of seasonal hires

Not to be combined with other coupons or offers. Available at our North Conway location only.

356-3208 • FREE DELIVERY • 356-3307

EXIT REALTY LEADERS

Conway • Ctr. Conway • Bartlett • Jackson
...and just about everywhere in between

2888 White Mtn. Hwy, N. Conway, NH (just north of town)

www.EXITRealtyLeadersNH.com

Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Sun. 11am-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11am-11pm, Closed Mon.

39 years in business! • www.elviospizzeria.com

•
•
•
•

Lasting an hour or less, the
“Meet and Greets” give a few lucky
members of the public an opportunity for a brief visit and photos
with their favorite entertainers.
Unadvertised and by word-ofmouth, these informal gatherings
are popular. It’s up to each artist
to determine if they want to do
the meet and greet and decide
how many people are allowed to
attend.
Bliss and Martineau enjoy the
see ENTERTAINMENT page 21
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excitement of each show. They alternate as emcees and introduce the
performers to excited fairgoers. Martineau says, “We pride ourselves on
being on time. We have lots of things
that need to go right — especially the
lights and sound.”
Fryeburg Fair History: Tammy
Wynette (1942-1998) was the Night
Show headliner in 1983. Wynette’s
photo, along with many others, hangs
in the fair’s entertainment office.
Tony Martineau and Jon Bliss, the
heads of entertainment at the Fryeburg Fair Martineau added, “It takes
a bit for the performers to dial in on
the soundboard. We can breathe a
sigh of relief right around the second
song. That’s about enough time to feel
confident that all is well!”
One challenge is the ever-changing
weather of Maine’s October nights.
“The weather is huge for our night
shows.” Martineau said.
“But the show must go on as they
say! It absolutely poured during
Michael Delguidice’s 2014 Saturday
night show and it was windy too. He
was fantastic just the same. A truly
great performer. The weather didn’t
matter to him but the crowd was
small.” Bliss added.
Shortly after his appearance, Delguidice hit the big-time becoming a
permanent member of Billy Joel’s
band. Martineau’s favorite talent act
was Lady Antebellum.
“Boxcar Willie was probably the
best hit we ever made in the 80s. His
show was great.” Pike said.
“Clint Black did a super job. It was
one of the best shows we’ve ever had
here. We figure we had 10-12,000
people in attendance.” Bliss said.
The fair’s grandstand holds approxmately 3,200 people.
The team of Bliss and Martineau
are constantly asked why they don’t
book huge country music legends
like George Strait, Garth Brooks and
Willie Nelson.
“Our roads could not accommodate

Jamey Johnson performed Fryeburg Fair’s Night Show in 2009. He has received nine Grammy nominations and has won multiple country music awards. (RACHEL ANDREWS DAMON PHOTO)

the traffic,” said Bliss. “We don’t have
enough restrooms, seating or parking. We don’t want to do more harm
than good and have people get stuck
everywhere. Lots of our current acts
max out our grandstand. There are
times when we have to have security
open up paths through the crowds. If
someone needed medical attention,
we have to be able to get to them.”
Pike notes that Martineau and Bliss
have made the fair’s entertainment
offerings much more professional and
the shows just keep getting better.
“We want entertainment to be part
of the Fryeburg Fair experience,” Bliss
said. “But we don’t want to overwhelm
our agricultural mission. We also take
pride in the fact that the night shows

Quality Gifts • Vera Bradley
Big Sky • Willowtree Angels
Handcrafted Gifts • Art & More!

Visit our
Huge
Sale
Section!

2473 W H I T E M O U N TA I N H I G H WAY , N O R T H C O N WAY
603.356.8996 • O P E N D A I LY

come with the price of admission at
Fryeburg and it’s affordable. Lots of
fairs charge separately for big name
entertainment.”
Besides the Night Shows, booking
approximately 132 daily entertainment
gigs is a huge aspect of Martineau and
Bliss’s work. They spend most of May,
June and July booking and confirming
entertainers. Shows in five parks run
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. each day.
What do Bliss and Martineau look
for in an act?
“We look for genuine talent and performers that enjoy being on stage with
each other because that translates to
our fairgoers,” said Martineau.
“Denny Breau is a great example of
an entertainer who loves performing.

You can’t help but have a good time
with him. He’s smiling and happy, he’s
incredibly talented and he connects
with the audience. Everyone has a
great time,” Bliss added.
“We have hundreds of inquiries
about performing at the fair. Our
entertainers want to be here. They
love the fair as much as we do. For
every stage we have filled, we have
ten other acts that would love to get
that spot. We have some incredible
talent in Maine and many of them are
at the fair every year. Kismet Strolling Quartet, Jon Sarty, Linwood Cash,
Heather Pierson, Nancy & Jeff Ray,
Junco and so many more. All excellent. We make an effort to bring in
new entertainment each year. But we
have many regulars who are incredibly popular. Jose Duddy is ‘the man!’
He draws the largest crowd for sure.”
Bliss said.
Martineau noted, “He’s got silver
hair, a cowboy hat, tight pants and a
great voice. It’s a sea of women in his
audience!”
Post-Fryeburg Fair, Martineau’s
year-round job is in sales at Fryeburg’s Green Thumb Farms. He works
promoting and selling the company’s
many varieties of local potatoes and
dried heirloom beans. Jon owns Bliss
& Associates in Lovell, a land surveying company and is also a talented
drummer. The Martineaus have two
children, daughter, Erica Martineau
Maguire and wife, Dr. Chris Maquire,
grandson, Ryan, and son, Tim Martineau. Bliss and wife, Pam, have one
son, Django, and wife, Cherie.
Pam Bliss is in charge of all the
information booths at Fryeburg Fair.
When asked about retiring, both
men agree, “We love our jobs at the
Fair. We’re going to do it for as long as
we’re able. It’s very entertaining!”
“Wicked!” said Martineau.
For more information on the Fryeburg Fair entertainment, go to fryeburgfair.org.
This article was originally written
in 2017.

SERVING ALL YOUR
DENTURE NEEDS
• Partial & Denture Repairs
• Rebase & Relines

FREE CONSULTATIONS
Mon-Th 8-4, Fri by appt.

Call 207-625-9227 for an appointment
Linda L. Souliere LD, Owner/Operator
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Rediscovering Fryeburg’s granite Jockey Cap
BY ED PARSONS
SPECIAL TO THE CONWAY DAILY SUN

One day, I was having an early lunch with a good
friend at Quinn’s Jockey Cap Store on Route 302 in
Fryeburg, Maine. As I broke the crust of one of their
delicious personal-sized chicken pies, it occurred to
me that I could write a column on Jockey Cap (600
feet above the sea), the well-known granite dome
rising behind the store.
I had done a few recent long hikes and had plenty
to write about. But the first hiking column I ever
wrote was about Jockey Cap, back in the mid-1980s.
It was published in the Northern Light. It would be
fun to revisit the hike and note what the changing
times had wrought there.
I bid adieu to my friend, went to my car to change
my footwear and grab my fanny pack and headed out.
Part of my curiosity was the new trailhead. The old
Quinn’s Jockey Cap Store and Motel had a trailhead to
the right of a tiny motel. In 2015, a new Dollar General
was built next to the store. The motel was gone.
Development always gives hikers the creeps when
a trailhead is obliterated. But I walked to the new
trailhead, located behind a small parking lot to the left
of the store. It was well laid out. Passing a green lawn
and trail sign was a pleasant start. In the pine forest
the wide trail swung around east and connected with
the old trail where it had begun. Visual confrontation
with the bargain corporate presence was minimal, and
I left it all behind as I walked up the old trail.
Nearing the bulk of Jockey Cap, I spied Molly

Repose Fire Logs
"The Only Reusable Fire Log"

Stainless Steel reusable
mesh ﬁre logs
The perfect solution for
RV enthusiasts & campers

Sebago, Maine
• FIREWOOD ALTERNATIVE •
• Made in Maine • Utilizes wood pellets
• Enviromentally friendly • Bug free

207-595-8257 • www.reposenow.com • brian@reposenow.com

Climber Bill Shields climbing Jockey Cap IN 2015. (ED PARSONS PHOTO)

Ockett’s Cave on the left, a dark gap beneath large
boulders where this noted ative American woman
herbalist and healer is said to have occasionally
spent the night when in Fryeburg. She lived from
1740 to 1816.
Before reaching it, I saw a new lightly traveled
path to the right off the main trail. Curious, I took it.
As I approached the steep south face of Jockey Cap,
this trail wound between giant boulders. The biggest
of these boulders had a substantial face about 15
feet high, and climbing chalk was plastered to small
irregularities on it.
Bouldering, a form of rock climbing that is performed without the use of ropes or harnesses, has
reached new heights of popularity among climbers.
At Jockey Cap, not only the boulders below it, but
many of the routes and traverses on Jockey Cap
itself could be classified as boulder problems — the
path that a climber takes in order to complete the
climb. These are usually less than 20 feet tall.
Those nearer the ground are usually done unroped
and the harder ones done with cloth-covered foam
“crash pads” placed strategically on the ground
below. On a website called climbingandbouldering.
com, it says of Jockey Cap: “The bouldering scene
here is what a lot of climbers travel to.”

We offer scenic UTV rentals. Guided and self guided.
Our adventurous trails are located in the
South East Portal of Jericho Mountain State ATV Park.

It hadn’t taken me long on the hike to find a new
aspect of Jockey Cap, different from what I wrote
about in the mid-1980s. I continued up this climber’s
trail. In the recent past, there was no obvious loop
hike around Jockey Cap, but there is now with this
access trail.
Soon to my left was the overhanging south face
of Jockey Cap. I continued upward and spotted
someone ahead on the trail next to the shady vertical granite of the east side, which rose up into the
trees below the top. It was a lone climber. He had
two crash pads on the ground.
We talked and I lingered. He was Bill Shields, 30,
of Madison. He was working on a boulder problem on
the east side called the Gorilla Traverse. It was his
second time working on it. He expected it to take four
or five returns to master all the moves — many overhanging — and complete it. He was doing it alone.
He started up an especially hard overhanging
section only a couple feet above a crash pad, and I
snapped a photo. After a couple moves he paused on
the ground to talk and I thanked him. I left him to
his strong effort in delicious solitude.
Soon, I reached the back end of the east side and
see JOCKEY CAP page 23
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Family Camping in a Farm
Setting on the Swift River

Better Nights — Make — Better Days!

194 Depot Rd., Tamworth, NH 03886
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Antique & Custom RV Sizes

800-274-8031

www.tamworthcamping.com

Custom Made Mattresses &
Box Springs Since 1953

85 County Farm Rd., Ossipee, NH • 603-539-6256
www.sunsetmattressfactory.com
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MEET THE WICKEDS ON THEIR
NEW ENGLAND BOOK TOUR!
Sunday, October 6, 2 p.m.
Six New England authors talking
about their newest books!
• Maddie Day • Liz Mugavero
• Julie Henry • Barbara Ross
• Sherry Harris • Jessica Ellicott

Don’t miss it!

White Birch Books

Celebrating

27

This story by Ed Parsons originally
appeared in The Conway Daily Sun in
September of 2015.

CUSTOM CANVAS & UPHOLSTERY
You Dream It... We Create It!

• Bimini Tops & Sport Tops
• Bow & Cockpit Covers
• Mooring Covers
• Playpen Covers
• Camper Enclosures
• Vinyl & Upholstery Repair
• Furniture Covers
• Complete Interiors... and More!
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2568 Main St., No. Conway • 356-3200 • www.whitebirchbooks.com
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scrambled to the top, walking out
into the open air. Two couples were
up there, and just heading down on
the main trail on the west side. The
primary use of Jockey Cap by hikers
and tourists has remained and will
remain.
On top, I passed the familiar and
striking polished granite column
with a bronze cap on it. The cap had
a 360-degree mountain profile of
the surrounding peaks as seen from
the summit. Such a profile had been
drawn by a young Richard Perry,
later “discoverer” of the North Pole.
He had lived in Fryeburg in 1878-79
after graduating from Bowdoin College. The memorial was placed on the
summit in memory of Admiral Perry
by a friend soon after his death.
I walked south towards the top of the
invisible overhang below. The surface of
nearby Lovewell Pond was glassy.
The prodigal view from the top of
Jockey Cap reaffirms that it is a valuable landmark. But what geological
process formed it?
For years, it was thought to be one of
the largest known glacial erratic boulders, separate from the bedrock below.
But it isn’t. It is composed of a granite pegmatite, or very large grained
granite, and is part of the Sebago
Pluton. This granite dome rose as
magma and cooled beneath the surface, covering a large area of south-

west Maine.
Why does Jockey Cap protrude as it
does? Part of the answer is the resistance of its bedrock material to erosion, as opposed to surrounding softer
material. It is also likely that the glacier coming from the northwest plastered till on the north side of Jockey
Cap, protecting it from its erosive ice.
Looking west from the summit, you
can see directly down to Molly Ockett
Middle School and the new elementary school next to it.
The new and the old. I headed down
the old main trail on the west side.
Jockey Cap would remain a peaceful
park-like spot for future recreationists, as it has been. The land was purchased by Maj. Clayton Pike around
1912. A popular ski area with rope
tow was on its gradual east slope in
the 1930s before Mount Cranmore
became popular. Today, the ownership
of 14 acres on Jockey Cap is shared
50/50 between the Town of Fryeburg
and the grandson of Clayton Pike, Arizona Zipper.
In another 30 years, I should go back
and do another column on Jockey Cap,
and see what recreational changes
have occurred, though this knob of
granite that looks like the cap of a
harness racer at the Fryeburg Fair
won’t change much.
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Jockey Cap in 1938. The granite outcropping rises 200 feet above the ground. (COURTESY PHOTO)

Best Bakery — Best on NH, White Mountains
2016, 2017, 2018, 2019

—FULL SERVICE BAKERY—

Rt. 16 • Conway, NH • 447-2218
Open Mon-Sat 4am-5pm; Sun 4am-noon

Leavitt 's Donuts will be at the Joe on the Go Booth at the Fair! (near Main Gate)
Voted #1 in NH,
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Turn West at the Eastern Slope Inn, follow our signs for 1.5 miles • West Side Road by Echo Lake, North Conway
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crestautoworld.com

FAIR SEASON SPECIALS
BOOTH SPECIALS
2015 Ford F350

14061A

CREST
CR
RES
EST PR
PRIC
PRICE
ICEE
$
Diesel, 50k miles

39,995

2018 Tahoe LT

5864P

CREST
CR
RES
ESTT PR
PRIC
PRICE
ICEE
$

2019 Mini Countryman

5900P

5887P

CREST
CR
RES
EST PR
PRIC
PRICE
ICEE
$
Nav., Leather, Sportbar

CREST
CR
RES
EST PRICE
PRIC
PR
ICEE
$
All Wheel Drive

37,995

2016 GMC Sierra SLT

33,595

25,995

SUVs
2015 Chevy Equinox

5905P

2016 Yukon XL SLE

13968A

CREST
CR
RES
ST PR
PRICE
RIC
ICEE
$
Leather, 8-Passenger

CRES
CREST
ST PR
PRICE
RIC
ICEE
$
Only 35k miles

35,495

15,195

2016 Jeep Patriot

5895P

CR
CREST
RES
EST PRICE
PR
RIC
ICEE
$
Nav., Leather, Sunroof

17,695

2016 Jeep Grand Cherokee

CREST PRICE
CR
PRIC
PR
ICEE
$

26,895

14016A

Overland

TRUCKS
2016 Chevy Silverado 1500 5888P

2016 Ram 1500 Express

CREST
CR
RES
EST PR
PRIC
PRICE
ICEE
$
Loaded, 22" wheels

CREST
CR
RES
EST PRICE
PRIC
PR
ICEE
$
Blue Streak Crew Cab

CREST
CR
RES
ST PR
PRIC
PRICE
ICEE
$
1 Owner, Extra Clean

CREST
CR
RES
ESTT PR
PRIC
PRICE
ICEE
$
Super Crew, 24k miles

2017 Ram 1500 Express

2016 Chevy Silverado 1500

5874P

2014 Ram 3500 Dump Truck 14034A

CR
CREST
RES
EST PR
PRICE
RIC
ICE
$
LTZ, Only 34k miles

CREST
CR
RES
EST PR
PRIC
PRICE
ICEE
$
Diesel, Plow, 25k miles

29,995

2016 Toyota Tundra

14043A

CR
CREST
RES
ST PR
PRIC
PRICE
ICEE
$
TSS Edition, Crew Cab

30,995

5889P

27,995

CREST
CR
RES
EST PRICE
PRIC
PR
ICEE
$

27,895

13785A

Only 8k miles

2016 GMC Sierra 1500

5886P

30,595

33,195

2018 Ford F150 XLT

5865P

30,595

37,995

It's a Great Day at Crest!
CALL

603-356-5401
800-234-5401

COME IN Rt. 302, N. Conway
CLICK crestautoworld.com

Visit us at our Booth during the Fryeburg Fair!

