Defenders Agaznst Terrorism
Get A Memorial Of Their Own

Sl Banch of senviee

By GINGER GRANATH

Lhe day perore he would hase
turned 22 years old. Marine Lance
Cpl. Awron CAustin was memori-
alized oo special ceremony n
front of the Lea County War
Memorial at the courthouse.

A sizable crowd gathered at the

southwest corner of the court-
house fawn yesterday  morning,

June 30, for the official unveiling

of the new black granite marker

added 1o the memorial.

“He loved his country. he loved
the Marines. and he loved what he
was doing.” Dorris Yarbro, local
veteran  historian and  master-of-
ceremonies. told the audience.
“Aaron’s family, the state. and the
nation has suffered o great loss

- here.”

Yarbro led the crusade to get the
aranite war memorial on the cour-
thouse lawn (wo-and-a-hall” years
ago. At that time. the names ol Lea
Coupty's fallen soldiers were
added under the headings World
War [. World War Il. Korea, and
Vietnam.

But now. with this new contlict
in Iraq. the memorial needed a
new marker with room to add
more than one name. il necessary.

Austin’s friends and family
members stood under the shade
and waltched as Austin’s mother.
De'on Miller, and American
Legion Commander Charlie
Pappas cut away the black plastic
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De’on Miller and Charhe Pappas (right) receive assnstance from

a county ernployee Wednesday morning while they cut away the
black plastic to reveal the newest addition to the Lea County War

Memorial — a black granite stone engraved with only one name:
Miller’s son, Lance Cpl. Aaron C. Austin. Also pictured is Dorris

Yarbro (left), master-of-ceremonies for the dedication.

Following: the unveiling, family members gath-
~f— ered around the new marker to share tears and
laughter.
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