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FAIRTALK 
ñNews From The PA State Association of County Fairsò 

ñTHE VOICE OF THE PENNSYLVANIA FAIR INDUSTRYò 
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               2014 
April 3 
- PSACF Board Meeting 

April  10-12  

- IAFE Zone 1  Salem, MASS 

April 23 
- PSACF Zone 4 Mtg. -  Shady Maple 
April 24 
-  PSACF Zone 3 Mtg. - Berlin Brothersvalley 
April 25 
- PSACF Zone 1 -  Scrubgrass Grange 
April 26 
-  PSACF Zone 2 Mtg. - Luzerene Fair 

May 31 

FAIRTALK material for June due 

June 24 (week of) 

- 2nd Quarter FAIRTALK emailed 

August 31 

- Baking Contest checks (PA Preferred, Angel 

Food) 

- FAIRTALK material for Sept issue due 

September 1 

- Showcase apps. For 2015 Convention mailed 

September 24 (week of) 

- 3rd Quarter FAIRTALK emailed 

October 15 

- Showcase apps. Due 

- 2015 Request for Fair info material, PSACF 

Associate Dues Invoices, PSACF/PSSA Conven-

tion material, Trade Show apps. mailed. 

October 16 

- PSACF  Board Meeting 

October 22 

- PSACF Zone 4 Mtg. -  TBA 

October 23 

- PSACF Zone 3 Mtg. - Hollidaysburg  

October 24 

- PSACF Zone 1 Mtg. - Scrubgrass Grange 

October 25 

-  PSACF Zone 2 Mtg. - Bloomsburg 

November 1 

- Fair Person Of the Year apps. Due 

- Communications Competition apps due 

November 10 

Queen Competition apps. Due 

November 15 

- Reimbursement apps.ðFair Fund due 

- Baking Contests due 

November 30 

FAIRTALK material for December issue due 

December 7 ï 11 

IAFE Convention ï Las Vegas 

 

 

               2015 
January 10-17 

ð  PA Farm Show 

January 21-24 

-- 103rd Annual ConventionðHershey 

2014 Pennsylvania Budget 

Lydia E. Messner ð Milliron Associates LLC 

The PA General Assembly is readily preparing for the 2014 budg-
et.  The constitutional deadline for the budget is June 30

th
, which 

means there is roughly 33 Session days left to advocate for Coun-
ty Fairs.  Last year we were fortunate enough to receive more 
funds than we were asking for (we asked for $2.5 million and re-
ceived $3 million).  This year we are hoping to be equally suc-
cessful!  Please contact your House and Senate member and ask 
them to advocate for $3 million dollars to be included in the 
Commonwealthôs budget for fairs.  Below you find some brief 
talking points.  We would like the first contact to be made by 
March 31

st
, the second contact to be made by May 15

th
, and the 

third contact to be made my June 1
st
.  Notify Lydia Messner 

(Lydia@MillironAssociates.com) at Milliron Associates LLC once 
you have contacted your legislator so that she and the rest of the 
Milliron team can do follow-ups, and be sure to also let her know if 
you face any problems when speaking to your legislator. 
 
The future of our fairs depends upon this.  Thank you in ad-
vance for your support!  

 

Talking Points  

!Φ The Governorôs budget did not specifically mention County 

Fairs.  The Lieutenant Governor at the Convention, however, 

did say ñfairs will be funded.ò 

.Φ County Fairs are important to key industries in PA, including 

agriculture, education, and tourism. 

/Φ We urge all legislators to advocate for $3 million in the budget 

for County Fairs. 

5Φ The Governorôs proposed funding is critical in maintaining PA 

fairs in the upcoming year. 

9Φ A state wide effort by all legislators is critical in acquiring fund-

ing. 

 

 

See ñMillironò ð next page 

mailto:Lydia@MillironAssociates.com
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 President    Exec. Secretary/Treasurer 

 John D. Blaney, Jr.                                  Harry Reffner 
 247 Curfew Rd.                           128 Cumberland Drive 
 Perryopolis, PA 15473   Bedford, PA 15522 
 (724) 677-2228   (866) 814-6985 
                                
Vice President  Immediate Past President 

David Reese, DVM  Ron Miller 
10 Dry Run Rd. - Left Branch 612 Skyline Dr. 
Pine City, NY 14871           Bernville, PA 19506                 
(607) 733-3154  (484) 955-8574                  
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C. Sherman Allen  Judy Kmetz  
903 Diamond Square              367 Smith Pond Rd. 
Meadville, PA 16335                 Shavertown, PA 18708 
(814) 382-2922   (570) 675-2952 

  

John Berne   Craig Lash 
PO Box 141   246 Dairy Ln 
Crosby, PA 16724  West Newton, PA 15089 
(814) 887-5396  (724) 872-8967 
  
Kevin D Bieber  John McMullen 
PO Box 105 613 Main St.  363 E. Phila. St. (Box 175) 
Oley, PA 19547  Armagh, PA 15920 
(610) 987-6529  (814) 446-6692 

  

Luke E Bruckhart  Jeanne Miller 
1063 Shelly Rd  299 Riley Dr. 
Manheim, PA 17545  Girard, PA 16417 
(717) 665-5198  (814) 774-5703 

  

Jim H Davis   Dr. Sally K Nolt 
6176 Shavers Creek Rd  25 lris Circle 
Petersburg, PA 16669  Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
(814) 669-4268  (717) 367-7256 
  
Roger Dirlam   Rodman R. Ralston 
250 Sunrise Ave.  7015 Old Berwick Rd. 
Honesdale, PA 18431  Bloomsburg, PA 17815 
(570) 253-3540  (570) 759-0406 

  

Karen Dobson  Bill Ritzman  
9 Ebelhare Rd  42 N. Market St. 
Pottstown, PA 19465  Millerstown, PA 17062 
(610) 469-0263  (717) 589-9997 

  

Martha Ebersole  Debbie Stephenson  
640 Dellville Rd.  667 Washington Road  
Duncannon, PA 17020  Prosperity, PA  15329 
(717)834-4435  (724) 627-4752 

  

Susan Hahn   George Witherite 
1424 Church Rd.  150 Mountain View Ln. 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072  Spring Mills, PA 16875  
(610) 863-6816  (814) 387-4916 

  

David Hallstrom  Samuel J Zaffuto 
482 East 8th St  355 N Park St. 
Clearfield, PA 16830  Sykesville, PA 15865 
(814) 765-8366  (814) 894-5723 

  

Dick Horstman     
5 S. Kings Creek Rd.    
Burgettstown, PA 15021    
(724) 729-3701   
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Milliron Associates  Galla Higinbotham 
Andrew Goodman  5075 Wrenwood Ln 
Government Relations  Alexandria, PA 16611 
200 N. Third Street  (814) 669-4443 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
(717) 232-5322  FAIRTALK published four 
   times per year by the 
Boots Heth erington, Admin.        Association.  Send 
PA Agricultural Fair Program information for the  
PA Farm Show Complex  publication to: 
2300 N. Cameron St.  Harry Reffner  
Harrisburg, PA 17110   128 Cumberland Rd,   
(717)787-6257                       Bedford, PA 15522 

From ñMillironò ð previous page 

Notes: 

¶ Fair Members should also talk to their representatives 

about the ways the proposed funding can and will affect 

their county fair.  

¶ If a legislator is not in the position to make this decision we 

ask that fair members encourage those legislators to 

speak with the influential members who are.  

¶ Please alert Milliron Associates LLC of any and all re-

sponses so that we can follow-up with legislators that have 

been contacted. 

¶ If fair members face any problems when speaking to their 

legislators they should reach out to Milliron Associates 

LLC. 

¶ Milliron Associates LLC contact: Lydia Messner at             

Lydia@MillironAssociates.com  

 
Sincerely,  
 

Lydia E. Messner 
Associate for Legislative Affairs 

Milliron Associates LLC 
200 N 3rd St - Suite 1500 

Harrisburg, PA 17101 

C 717.991.2622 
O 717.232.5322 
F 717.232.1544 

www.millironassociates.com 

SPRING ZONE MEETING 
 

Plan to attend your Spring Zone meeting.  Updates will be 
given on the Milliron Grassroots plan, the association, bak-
ing contest, 2014 Queen Program, Department of Ag, and 
others. Watch your mail for reservations and directions. 
 

Zone 4  April 23  East Earl 
Zone 3  April 24   Berlin Brothersvalley 
Zone 1  April 25   Scrubgrass Grange 
Zone 2   April 26   Harveyôs Lake, Pa 

mailto:Lydia@MillironAssociates.com
http://www.millironassociates.com
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  FROM THE  

  PRESIDENT   

       

  

I hope all of you are recovering from the wicked 
winter that mother-nature passed out to us this 
year.  For me the pleasant part of the winter was 
our PSACF/PSSA Convention in Hershey.  Great 
attendance, good fair friends, quality seminars, 
interesting table topics and the largest ever trade 
show all resulted in a successful convention.   
Thank you to all who helped to create and at-
tended the 2014 event. 
The Consumer Protection School was very well 
attended and if you have not yet taken the class, 
I would recommend that you do so as soon as 
possible.   
Congratulations to all of the winners:  Commu-
nications Winners, Zone Person(s) of the Year, 
Junior Zone Person(s) of the Year, Zone Fair(s) 
of the Year, Farm Show Winners, Scholarship 
winners, the PSSA Showman of the Year(Dick 
Knoebel), the Legislator of the Year(Mike 
Waugh) who is now the new Farm Show Director 
and especially to the PSACF Fair Person of the 
Year(Kevin Bieber).   
As you prepare for your fair remember to look at 
your volunteer staff and choose one of your de-
voted people to receive this yearôs Fair Ambas-
sador Award.  Then notify Boots Hetherington so 

that he can make arrangements for the award 
presentation.  This is a very special way to say 
óThank Youô. 
I also encourage you to talk to your state repre-
sentatives and senators to thank them for the re-
stored funding and encourage them to keep the 
current funding level so that we may continue to 

showcase agriculture in a family ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǎŜǩƴƎΦ  
 Make sure you have equine posters up and 
hand wash posters and stations available.  Donôt 
forget to attend your Spring Zone Meeting for up-
dated info.   
Good luck with your 2014 fair é and remember 

to ñTreasure the Memoriesò! 

     John  

Consumer Protection 
     We were most grateful that the IAFE was able to send these 
presenters for this workshop at our convention.   
     There were many great ideas shared that most of us have 
not thought about before.  
     The one that probably affects most fairs is that petting zoos 
should have a separate entrance and exit and that the hot wa-
ter (if possible) hand washing station and signage needs to be 
at the exit.  
     This workshop works with you and your fair and your individ-

ual situation.  This is a great way to learn how to protect your-

self and your fair.  It is more than worth the investment of time 

Jayme Buttke , Bob Dickson,                     and money.  So be sure to check with IAFE where and when 

 Marla J. Calico                the class will next be available. 
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Now is the time to encourage youth, who will be 

enrolled in higher education in the fall of 2014 

and who are active in your fair, to apply for the 

Mignot PSACF Scholarship.  Previous appli-

cants who were not selected as recipients are 

encouraged to re-apply each year. Applications 

and information are available on the PSACF 

website.   

   The following is a brief sequence of events 

for the 2014 selection process:  

June 30    Applications must be received by the 

local fair board.  

Note: It is important for applicants to 

request letters of reference months 

in advance so complete packets can 

be filed by the deadline. Also, refer-

ences should not be close relatives. 

July 31    Applications selected by local fair board 

scholarship personnel must be  
           received by their Zone chairperson.  

August 31 Applications (maximum of six-

per zone) selected by each 

Zone chairperson must be 

received by the State Schol-

arship Committee chairper-

son.  

September 30  State committee membersô 

completed score sheets are 

due back to chairperson.  

Note:  A maximum of 24 appli-

cations (six from each zone) 

are forwarded to each member 

of the committee of five judg-

es.  Each judge scores individ-

ual applications based on 14 

categories.  Values assigned 

to those categories range from 

5 to 15 points.  

October 1  State chairperson totals the scores 

from the five judges to determine the 

six applicants with the highest in to-

tal points.  As soon as that process 

is complete, the chairperson calls or 

emails the selected applicants, their 

local fair, and the PSACF secretary/

treasurer.  
January 1, 2015  Each selected applicant is 
responsible for submitting an official transcript of 
the fall semester grades to the State Scholarship 
Committee chairperson.  Upon receipt of the 
grade reports, the chairperson authorizes the 
PSACF treasurer to draft a check for $1,000 each 
to the winning candidates.  

Msgr. John W. Mignot PSACF Memorial Scholarship  
ð Jim Davis 

$100.00 Trade Show Sticker Game Winners: 
 

Barb Richard -  Centre County Grange Fair 
Margaret Fletcher -  Erie Co. Fair 
Judy Hetrick ï Clarion Co. Fair 

Danielle Chamberlain -  Unionville Comm. Fair 
Dee Lyle -  Punxsutawney Summer Festival 

 
The Hershey Weekend Getaway winner was:   Hank Williams of Carbon Co. Fair 
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Table Topics 
Debbie Stephenson 

       We had a diversified line up of topics this 
year and a wonderful group of presenters for the 
2014 Table Topics.  A heartfelt ñThank Youò to all 
of those who made them possible.  Many attend-
ed these and we had great discussions, learned 
from each other, and a lot of positive comments 
and suggestions for next year as well.  Many of 
you requested for next year to be able to do 
ñhands onò with some of the topics we had this 
year and we will try and accommodate this re-
quest. If you would like to be a presenter for next 
year or have a suggestion, please let me know.   

 
Zone  3  Fair of the Year 

Debbie Stephenson 

We were pleased to announce at the 2014 
PSACF Convention the Fair of the Year for Zone 
4 was Fulton County Fair which has been in ex-
istence since 1921.  Admission to the fair back 
then was just 25 cents.  Gate receipts were 
$2787 at that time as well.  They expanded the 
premium classes at the time to include ducks, 
gees, turkeys, pigeons, rabbits and educational 
displays.  What started as a 2 or 3 day event fair 
expanded into a week long event for the 3

rd
 week 

of August.  They continue to expand today where 
attendance is over 20,000 each year.  Congratu-
lations!! 
 

 
2013 Communications Competitions 

Martha Ebersole 

A BIG Thank You to all the Fairs that enter the 
2013 Communications competitions.  We had a 
great show of fairs and a lot of nice things to 
share.  The new category Digital Scrapbook was 
a Success. 
All the forms for 2014 will be on line at the state 
fair web site.  The 2014 fair theme is" Treasure 
the Memories" please try to use it if at all possi-
ble.   
Thank you to Stineman Ribbon, Regalia, The fair 
Publishing House, W.A. DeHart, Triangle Poster 
& Printing for there support and contributions to 
the Communications department. 

See you at the 2015 convention. 

 PDA Awards

FROM CONVENTION 

Secretary Greig, Lt. Governor Cawley, Boots 

Secretary Greig, Lt. Governor Cawley,      

Raymond Hoffman, Boots 

Secretary Greig, Boots, Lt. Governor Cawley, 

Paul Kennedy 
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IAFE Convention  
April 10- 12, 2015  

 Salem, Massachusetts  
Workshops and seminars on careful-

ly chosen topics are available at this event 

on the North Shore of Boston.  Our fairs in 

Pennsylvania can benefit by attending.  The 

conference is early enough that spring 

work will be on hold.  The PSACF has the 

possibility of a bus, providing we get as 

many as 24 to sign up for the trip.  

If that is not enough to entice you to at-

tend the IAFE Zone I convention, consider 

this. Our former Pennsylvania state fair queen, 

Casey Hall, is one of the keynote speakers. Af-

ter serving as our fair queen, Casey took a 

year off from Penn State to serve as Pennsyl-

vaniaôs FFA president.  In that capacity, Casey 

became an accomplished speaker as many 

times, she was called to the podium to fill in 

for a speaker whose arrival time was uncer-

tain. On one occasion, Governor Corbett was 

in the audience when Casey filled in the time 

until  the speaker arrived.   

In addition, Casey will speak at a 

workshop on the topic of The Fair Through 

the Eyes of a Competitive Exhibitor.  This 

state ambassador from Troy is sure to 

ñwowò the audience.  Why not come and 
share in the beauty of our youth.  

Only a few weeks remain to register 

your intent to attend. Go to the IAFE website 

on Zone I convention to retrieve much more of 

the information.  A call or email to Harry 

Reffner will bring you current on transporta-

tion plans.  Incidentally, the convention hotels 

are located where the ocean waves come rip-

pling and soothe your spirits for the warmth of 

summer, and a chance to forget the winter we 

will long remember!  

CONVENTION SEMINAR WRAP UP 
BY: Kevin D. Bieber 

Each year a few of your PSCAF Directors are 
charged with the responsibility of scheduling and 
booking solid seminar speakers to educate and 
spread new ideas throughout the convention at 
Hershey.  Normally the planning for the next con-
vention starts immediately after the Post Conven-
tion Board Meeting on Sunday morning.  Although 
I should not be surprised as I am fortunate to be 
surrounded by great committee members, I often 
wonder how we can top the previous year.   
This past January in Hershey, our committee 
gave you a wide variety of educational seminars 
to attend.  You may have attended one or both of 
Barney Cosnerôs presentations, or maybe you 
walked away with some good information on the 
seminar given about 990 tax forms.  This was just 
a sampling of what was offered.  If you missed it 
all, thatôs ok, but plan to attend next year as I can 
guarantee the committee is already working on 
some great ideas. 
I have to take a moment to thank Marla Calico 
from the IAFE and her team that came to educate 
and present a full day class on the Consumer Pro-

tection Program.  We had a full classroom with 
everyone earning their certificate.  Unfortunately 
this will not prevent any lawsuits that may happen 
at your Fair, but it will certainly help when you 
show the proper authorities that you were trained 
and obtained the certificate of completion.  Oh, 
not to worry if you did miss it, I am currently in 
conversation with Marla to bring it back again to 
Hershey in 2015. 
Speaking of 2015, our own Beverly Gruber will 
bring back the Judges School at convention.  I 
canôt thank Beverly enough for all she does in put-
ting together the programs she offers on the 
Wednesday of convention week. 
Overall, the comments were great on our seminar 
lineup this past year and many of you asked for 
repeat performances by some of the speakers.  At 
this point I have communicated all the comments 
with our committee and we will continue to work 
for you in bringing another fantastic seminar 
lineup to you in 2015.   
On behalf of my seminar committee consisting of 
Jim Davis, Karen Dobson, Ron Miller and Sally 
Nolt, thank you for attending this past conven-
tion !!!!! 
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