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Putnam County Visitors Bureau Launches New Website
CARMEL—The Putnam County Visitors
Bureau went live in September with a relaunched and much improved website
at visitputnam.org that features a host of
new tools for visitors to take advantage
of to plug into the many destinations
and events taking place year-round in
Putnam County.
Bruce Conklin, executive director
of the Putnam County Visitors Bureau,
explained that the new website is much
more user friendly for site visitors as
well as owners of tourism-related businesses to update and have more control
over their listings on the website.
“It is also easier for event promoters to list their events. The goal of the
website is to become the countywide
resource for event information for travelers and visitors of Putnam County,”
Conklin related. “It’s very visually pleasing and we are currently featuring a lot
of art events and expositions going on
right now in the county.”
The site in addition to offering a list
of Upcoming Events on the home page,
the site also provides links to the bureau’s Facebook, Instagram and Twitter
feeds and extensive information under
headings: Things to Do, Events, Dining, Lodging. If that were not enough a
website visitor with a click can scan the
latest under the Shop, Dine, Stay, Outdoors, Arts and History sections.

Rail Trails Provide
Recreation Along With
Economic Benefits
In addition to the website, one of the
bureau’s initiatives has been promoting the expansive rail trails in Putnam
County and the economic benefits they
provide.
During the late 1800s, the construction of the Harlem and the Putnam Rail
Lines put Brewster on the map as the
“Hub of the Harlem Valley.” More recently, with the construction of I-84 and

I-684, Brewster has not only maintained,
but has expanded its status as a hub for
transportation and commerce. Looking
into the future, repurposing the old rail
lines into rail trails has Brewster rising
up once again as a new hub for recreation and tourism.
Within the Village of Brewster, biking and walking enthusiasts will have
access to the new rail trails from several points: North Main Street, Wells
Park, Peaceable Hill Road and Allview
Avenue. The new and proposed trails
will allow for travel south to New York
City, west into Dutchess County and the
Walkway Over the Hudson, to Beacon
and Cold Spring and east to the Danbury Rail Museum, connecting south
from Danbury down to Norwalk. These
trails will offer links between the Hudson, Harlem and New Haven lines of
Metro-North, according to real estate
broker and resident of the Village of
Brewster, Kevin Callahan.
Several economic impact studies
have recently revealed the economic
benefits behind these rail trail developments, as not only a tourism asset but
also an economic driver to communities.
Benefits include an increase in value of
nearby properties as well as growth in
spending at local businesses such as
restaurants and retail shops. Longer rail
trails could also increase a major sector of hospitality in hotels and bed and
breakfasts.
Along the trail, there is a potential for
new business opportunities, such as
restaurants for example that will seize
the opportunity to establish a new clientele of tourists and biking enthusiasts,
as well as bike shops that will benefit
from the increase in riders, B&Bs could
take advantage of the rail trails by offering bike rentals and tours. These rail
trails could potentially transform Brewster into a place where millennials will
want to live and work.
According to the Business Council

of New York State, a study of Maryland's Northern Central Rail Trail found
the state received $303,000 a year in
trail-related tax income while the trail's
management and maintenance costs
were $192,000 a year. Rail trails can also
have more than one purpose, nationwide 40% of rail trails do double duty as
utility corridors. The Town of Lloyd in the

Hudson Valley, for example, received
$400,000 to allow fiber optic cable to
be laid under its five-mile rail-trail.
Putnam County officials noted that
the newly renovated Wells Point and
Brewster Farmer’s Market will connect
the recreation of the rail trail to shoppers and families with children from
Putnam County and elsewhere.

PEDC’s Alliance for Balanced Growth Delves
Into Issues Impacting Economic Development
CARMEL—The Alliance for Balanced Growth, a standing committee of the Putnam
County Economic Development Corp., has been engaged in tackling key issues affecting economic development in Putnam County.
The ABG celebrated its one-year anniversary on May 12th. Since its inception it has
been holding regularly scheduled informative sessions on key business trends and
topics that can either foster or impede growth in Putnam County.
The mission of the Alliance for Balance Growth is to “create a unified voice for responsible development and quality construction. Our market is industrial/commercial
development and office facilities. We rely on Putnam County’s quality of life assets to
attract companies to expand and locate here. We work with local, county, and state
governments as well as our business community to advance our message and goals.”
Launched by PCEDC President Jill Varricchio, the ABG has held highly informative
presentations on topics such as: business incubators, national franchising trends, environmental engineering, form-based zoning, the impact of broadband, presentations
on a sustainable wastewater and storm water treatment solution called Renewage
and Advanced Resilent Technology that creates a stream of revenue from thermo
conversion of energy to name just a few.
Recently, Michael B. Carr, senior geologist and compliance and environmental
regional manager for American Petroleum Equipment & Construction Co., discussed
environmental regulations in the tri-state region and the potential high cost of the
cleanup of leaking underground storage tanks to business.
Committee Chairman Jim Bates of Ecological Analysis said, “Putnam’s ABG committee has been bridging gaps in understanding of issues concerning the land use
and business community to help bring new, and help current, businesses in Putnam
County.”
Varricchio also noted the PCEDC’s 2017 on-going pro-active plan called “Ready2Go” the formation of a task force to identify suitable privately held, vacant parcels
in Putnam County zoned “Commercial/Industrial” with a potential for project development.
For anyone interested in attending ABG sessions, please call the Putnam Economic Development Corp. at (845) 808-1021.
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Founded in 1982 in Mount Vernon, by William A. Endico and Murray Hertzberg,
Ace Endico is the largest food distributor in Westchester and Putnam counties servicing the tri-state area. The firm moved to Putnam County in October 2005 from
facilities in Elmsford and has grown considerably since then and currently employs
approximately 324 workers.
He recalled his son Michael (a vice president with the firm) initially recommended
Putnam County as a headquarters site for the growing firm, but Endico admitted he
was skeptical. However, after reviewing the site and learning that Putnam was at
the crossroads of I-84 and I-684, he realized the county could serve the company
as a “great distribution hub.”
He added, “It has worked out. Putnam was a great choice.”
The company’s state-of-the-art facility houses an all-encompassing inventory
featuring dairy, produce, meats, seafood, fine imported specialty products, paper,
canned goods and everything in between and operates hundreds of trucks to
transport their goods to food establishments throughout the region.
Endico said that the company grew its existing 100,000-square-foot building on
International Boulevard by approximately 5,000 square feet a year after it moved in
and added another 25,000 square feet about three or four years ago.
The latest expansion project will add at least 50 employees to its workforce in
the next five years. “We are pretty aggressive. We are acquiring companies, we are
hiring workers from other companies, so we are really on the move here. We are
growing,” Endico said.
He praised both the PEDC and the IDA for their assistance for the expansion
project that he added was a necessity due to its strong growth. Once the expansion project is complete, the building will total approximately 200,000 square feet.
The property at full build-out could accommodate another approximately 90,000
square feet.
The company, in addition to added parking, could build another 100,000-squarefoot building as well on property it owns across the street from its existing facility.

