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Del. Dickie Bell Not Seeking Re-Election In 2019
By JESSICA WETZLER
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Del.
Richard “Dickie” Bell announced Thursday morning
that he will not seek re-election in 2019.
The Republican representing the 20th District,
which includes cities of

Bell

Staunton and Waynesboro
and parts of Augusta, Highland and Nelson counties,
has been serving in Virginia’s House of Delegates since
being elected in 2009. He
will have served five twoyear terms.
A retired high school special education teacher and
coach, Bell served with the

United States Navy Hospital Corps from 1967-73.
He continued his public
service career volunteering
for Staunton’s boards and
commissions. He served on
the Staunton City Council
from 1996 to 2009.
“Everyone has their time,
and my time has come,” Bell
said. “I believe I did some

good things, but it is time
to turn the page.”
His decision arrives before an election year in
which all 140 seats in the
General Assembly are on
the ballot.
In a letter announcing his
decision, Bell, 72, said his
health, which he described
as good, was not a factor in

his decision. He is expecting
his first grandchild in January, which played a big role.
“The opportunity to
have more time to spend
with my family and repay
them for their loyalty and
sacrifice over the years,
as well as time for a new

See BELL, Page A8

‘SOMETHING I’VE ALWAYS WANTED TO DO’

State Mulls
Marijuana
Legislation

Rebecca
Holloway, an
agriculture
teacher at East
Rockingham
High School,
leads the
general ag FFA
competition for
students with
disabilities
at the
Rockingham
County
Administration
Center on Dec.
12. Holloway
will take over
as the general
manager of the
Rockingham
County Fair in
January.

Lawmakers To Consider
Decriminalization Of Drug
RICHMOND (AP) — When it comes
to marijuana, Virginia has lagged behind many states where the drug has
been decriminalized or legalized for
recreational use.
With lawmakers approving an expansion of the state’s medical marijuana program in 2018, supporters
of decriminalization are hoping that
momentum will continue in 2019.
But Virginia Republicans don’t appear willing to support decriminalization.
As the General Assembly gears up
for a new legislative session starting
Jan. 9, Democratic state Sen. Adam
Ebbin has submitted a bill to decriminalize simple marijuana possession
— deﬁned as ½ ounce or less — and
provide a maximum civil penalty of
$50 for a ﬁrst violation. The current
law carries a jail sentence of up to 30
days and a maximum $500 ﬁne for a
ﬁrst offense.
“Will Virginia eventually decriminalize personal possession of marijuana? Yes. Will it be in 2019? That’s
very unlikely,” said Jenn Michelle
Pedini, executive director of the Virginia chapter of the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana
Laws.

Daniel Lin / DN-R

Field Experience
New Fair Manager’s Ag Roots Run Deep
By SHELBY MERTENS
Daily News-Record

HARRISONBURG — Rebecca Holloway
grew up on a farm in Grottoes and started
showing market steers and hogs at the
Rockingham County Fair at the age of 11.
Her family has a long history at the
fair, and she won several awards for live-

See MARIJUANA, Page A2

stock in her youth. She looked forward to
the weeklong event off U.S. 11 south of
Harrisonburg each August.
“When I was a kid, the fair was like our
vacation,” Holloway said.
As an adult, Holloway continued her
involvement as a volunteer and a member of the fair’s board of directors for six
years. Her own children also show live-

stock at the fair.
After 15 years of teaching agriculture
classes in Rockingham County Public
Schools, Holloway, 38, will be the next general manager of the Rockingham County
Fair Association starting in January.
“It’s something I’ve always wanted to

See FIELD, Page A8

Trampoline Park Fulfills Father’s Wish
By SHELBY MERTENS
Daily News-Record

Shelby Mertens / DN-R

Cam Wymer, 6, challenges his sister Allison, 11, in the jousting
pit at Valley Jump Park on Thursday.

Deaths, A8
Betty M. Dolly, 86,
Cabins, W.Va.
Dorothy J. Headings, 78,

PENN LAIRD — Fifteen
months after Terry Taylor’s
death, his family is bringing
his dream of opening a trampoline park into fruition.
On Dec. 21, Valley Jump
Park opened at 4549 Spotswood Trail in Penn Laird.
“He started the project

Harrisonburg
Burlin Shirk, 79,
Cabins, W.Va.
Paul E. Thompson Jr., 63,
Brandywine, W.Va.

and then our family decided
to continue on with the building of the business,” said son
Dillon Taylor, who owns the
trampoline park with his
mother and brothers.
Taylor, 42, said his dad
wanted to build a facility
that would provide physical
activity for children in Rockingham County.
“That was a dream of his,

RAIN
WEATHER | A9

55 39

to open up a facility like this
that gives the kids a chance
to have fun and have physical activity and get off the
computer,” he said.
Taylor also owns Valley
View Golf Carts next door.
There is no age limit on
the trampolines. Taylor said
most customers are young
children up to college-aged
adults.
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The trampoline park features an obstacle course, a
jousting pit, two hydraulic
basketball goals, a dodgeball court, a double trapeze
for ﬂips, an open jump area
and Soc Air, a game Taylor
described as being similar to
foosball.
“We visited quite a few
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YEAR END INVENTORY SALE
“For All The Things That You Are!”

25% OFF
ALL RUGS,
LAMPS &
WALL ART

Our Biggest Sale -- Our Best Prices
Over 1,000 items on sale!

Braxton
Cimarron
88” Sofa

Bourbon
County
Buffet

Orange
Accent
Chair

Reg. $2,175

Reg. $1,045

Reg. $450

On Sale
$1,436

On Sale
$745

On Sale
$249

Sale price on dining, bedroom, mattresses, barstools and entertainment centers.
(540) 432-1383

www.houseofoak.com

2265 S. Main St., Harrisonburg, VA
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Obituaries
Lowell James Byler, 89, ductor on several occaa resident of Harrisonburg, sions.
passed away on Saturday,
Mr. Byler’s solo perforDec. 22, 2018, at his daugh- mances were with The Bach
ter and son-in-law’s home.
Singers, The Jack Halloran
Mr. Byler was born on Singers, Northwestern UniMarch 26, 1929, in Gosh- versity Opera Theatre, Roger
en, Ind., and was the son of Wagner Chorale, Memphis
the late Clarence R. and Ida Opera Theatre, Jackson
M. Byler. Lowell graduated Choral Society, University
from Goshen High School in of Southern Mississippi,
Goshen, Ind. He received his University of Mississippi,
bachelor of science degree Wichita Choral Society, Oklain education from Goshen homa City Choral Society,
College and his master of Shenandoah Choral Society,
music degree from the Uni- Augustana College, Goshen
versity of Michigan.
College, Geurnsey Theatre,
Lowell completed his Lancaster/Lansdale Choral
residency for his D.M.A. at Society, Tabor College Choral
Northwestern University in Society, Henderson CommuEvanston, Ill.
nity Choral Society, and the
Lowell was a well-known Garden City Community Chomusician, professor, soloist ral Society.
and choral music conductor
Lowell also was a comin many church institutions. poser and arranger of sevHe taught choir and vocal eral pieces of music. He
music at Hesston College received the National Outin Hesston, Kan., Millsaps standing Educator of the
College in Jackson, Miss., Year award several times.
Eastern Mennonite College Lowell really enjoyed tuning
in Harrisonburg, Sterling Col- and rebuilding pianos in his
lege in Sterling, Kan., Living- retirement years.
ston University in Livingston,
On June 9, 1950, LowAla., and Tougaloo College in ell married Miriam K. Byler,
Tougaloo, Miss.
who passed away on Feb.
Church director of mu- 12, 2017. Miriam and Lowsic positions held by Lowell ell worked side by side as
were: Hesston Mennonite director and accompanist
ohl throughout
Church,
Alexanderwohl
throughout their vast caMennonite, Park View Men- reers in music. Surviving
nonite, St. Paul’s United are two daughters, Susan C.
Methodist in Wichita, Kan., Weaver and husband, Jim,
Sterling First Presbyterian, of Harrisonburg, and Lori B.
Canton First Presbyterian Reethof and husband, Alex,
in Canton, Miss., Briarwood of Marietta, Ga.; grandchilPresbyterian in Jackson, dren, Megan Hansen (Matt)
Miss., and Plymouth Church of Hampton, Neb., Ryan Reeof Christ in Goshen, Ind.
thof (Nicole) and Cole ReeIn addition to his teach- thof, of Atlanta, Max Reethof
ing positions and church and Emi Reethof, of Marietpositions, Mr. Byler also held ta, Ga.; and step-grandchiladministrative positions at dren Brian Weaver (StephHesston College as a de- anie) and Katie Howdyshell
partment chairman, Eastern (Josh), of Harrisonburg. In
Mennonite College depart- addition to his parents and
ment chairman, Excel Corp. wife, Mr. Byler was preceded
employment manager, and in death by a brother, C. Leas the church and institu- land Byler, and a sister, Bertional consultant for Missis- dine Hoffman.
sippi Music Company.
A memorial service will
Mr. Byler was a mem- be held on Saturday, Jan.
ber of the National Choral 12, 2019, at 11 a.m. at Mill
Conductors Guild of Amer- Creek Church of the Brethica, The National Music ren with Glenn Bollinger ofEducators Association and ficiating.
the National Association
At his request, the body
of Teachers of Singing. Mr. was cremated.
Byler was the director of
Online condolences may
church music workshops be made to the family by visin Colorado and Pennsyl- iting www.mcmullenfh.com.
vania. He also served as
McMullen Funeral Home
the Mennonite High School is in charge of arrangechoral festival guest con- ments.

Loran M. Honaker
She is survived by a son,
Douglas “Butch” Fauls, of
Salem; a daughter-in-law,
Sharon Fauls, of Salem; sisters, Ruby Hensley of McGaheysville and Mary Payne of
Clarksburg, W.Va.; and longtime special friends, Lynda
Cross and Pat Stone.
She was preceded in
death by her father, Wylie
Stephen Shifflett; mother
Emily M. (Ferris) Shifflett;
sisters, Betty Burgess and
Doris Reginia Beasley; son,
David G Fauls; brothers, Wylie B Shifflett and Ralph P
Shifflett; and husband, David Grant Honaker.
Services performed under the direction of the Bradley Funeral Home, Luray, Va.,
22835.

Wayman
E. Comer
Wayman Edmond Comer,
90, formerly of Shenandoah,
passed away Dec. 21, 2018, at
Culpeper
Health
& Rehabilitation
bi
Center in
Ce
Culpeper.
Wayman was
b o r n
Aug. 16,
1928, in
Comer
Comert o w n
near Shenandoah, and was
the son of the late Noah and
Victoria Grimsley Comer. He
attended St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in his youth and enjoyed woodworking. He was
an owner/painting contractor
in Northern Virginia for many
years before retiring.
He is survived by a son,
Wayman Comer Jr. and wife,
Kathy, of Shenandoah; a
daughter, Pamela Switzer and
husband, Kenny, of Elizabethtown, Ky.; brothers, Durwood
Comer and wife, Nora Belle, of
Rileyville, and Clark Comer, of
North Carolina; a sister, Dorothy Alger; and one grandchild,
one great-grandson, special
nephew, Kayron Good and
wife, Bonnie, a special couple,
Stephanie and Jeremy Pudder
and a number of nieces and
nephews.
A graveside service will be
held 11 a.m. on Monday Jan.
7, 2019, at Grove Hill UMC
Cemetery near Shenandoah
with Jack Rose and Pastor Justin Kimmel officiating.
Online condolences may
be sent by visiting www.kygers.
com.

Iowa Representative
John Culver Dies At 86
IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) —
John C. Culver, who became
an influential liberal while
representing Iowa in Congress during the Vietnam
War era following his time as
a star football player at Harvard, has died at age 86.
Culver died at his home
near Washington late
Wednesday after a long bout
with chronic illness, longtime
friend Jim Larew told The Associated Press. Larew served
as a top aide to Culver’s son,
Chet Culver, when he was
Iowa governor from 2007 to
2011.
“He was a man of remarkable character. He was courageous and compassionate. He
lived his life thankful for the
opportunity to serve, and he
taught me the importance of
service to others,” Chet Culver
said in a statement Thursday.

Death Notices
Betty Marie (Heavener)
Dolly, 86, of Cabins, W.Va.,
died on Thursday, Dec. 27,
2018, at Grant Rehabilitation
& Care Center in Petersburg,
W.Va.
Funeral arrangements by
Schaeffer Funeral Home in
Petersburg, W.Va.

Dorothy Jean Headings, 78, of Harrisonburg,
died on Thursday, Dec. 27,
2018, at her home.
Arrangements are being
handled by Kyger Funeral
years of service in the New Home of Harrisonburg.
Providence, N.J., Police Department. After moving to
Burlin Shirk, 79, of CabHarrisonburg, he became a ins, W.Va., died on Wednesday,
member of Grace Covenant Dec. 26, 2018, at his home.
Church. He was a past memFuneral arrangements by
ber of the Harrisonburg Elks Schaeffer Funeral Home in
and two different bagpipe Petersburg, W.Va.
bands in New Jersey.
A celebration of life serPaul Eugene Thompson
vice will be held at Grace Jr., 63, of Brandywine, W.Va.,
Covenant Church on Dec. died on Wednesday, Dec. 26,
29, 2018, at 4 p.m. Dona- 2018 at Sentara RMH Medtions may be made to the ical Center in Harrisonburg.
Royal Kids School in MomFuneral arrangements
bassa, Kenya, in care of by Basagic Funeral Home in
Grace Covenant Church.
Franklin, W.Va.

Michael A. Haines Sr.
Michael A. Haines Sr.,
81, of Harrisonburg, passed
away on Dec. 16, 2018. He
was born in Philadelphia on
Aug. 14, 1937, the son of
the late Joseph and Elizabeth A. Haines.
Michael was also predeceased by an older brother,
Joseph, who died in infancy.
Surviving are his wife, Wendy Pierce Haines; six children, Michael Jr., Richard,
Kathleen, Rebecca, Rachel
and John; 15 grandchildren;
and two great-grandchildren.
Mike retired after 30

Harrisonburg, Va.

Hanger: ‘I Will Miss Working With Him’

Lowell J. Byler

Loran Mae (Shifflett)
Honaker, 77, of Luray, died
on Sunday, Dec. 23, 2018,
in Salem.
She was born on Aug. 31,
1941, in Winfield, W.Va. The
service will be held at the
Bradley Funeral Home on
Saturday, Dec. 29, 2018, at
11 a.m.
The burial will be at
Mount Olivet Cemetery in
McGaheysville.
Visitation
will be at the Bradley Funeral Home on Saturday, Dec.
29, 2018, from 10 to 11
a.m.
Loran was a member
of He Is For Us Ministries
Church. She married David
Grant Honaker on July, 5,
2005, who preceded her in
death.

Baily Ntmt-fircarà

Obituary Policy
The Daily News-Record publishes death notices at no charge. These consist of the
deceased’s name, age and place of death, as well as the funeral home handling
arrangements. Obituaries that include additional information may be published as
paid notices. The DN-R reserves the right to edit obituaries to conform with newspaper style and grammar, including proper abbreviations, capitalization and punctuation. For information on submission guidelines and cost, please call 574-6268.

Bell

FROM PAGE A1

granddaughter has a
strong pull on me and
has me very excited,” Bell
said in a news release. “I
am not sad that my public service is coming to an
end, but rather I am very
grateful that the opportunity ever came along
in the first place. It is a
true blessing to be able to
leave on your own terms,
and that too is part of my
decision.”
Among his recent legislative successes was HB
84, which requires local
school boards that do not
offer a course in American Sign Language to
grant academic credit to
students who complete a
course offered by another
institution approved by
the Board of Education.
The bill, which was
approved by the General
Assembly and signed by

Gov. Ralph Northam, also
stated the course would
count towards foreign
language requirements
for graduation.
State Sen. Emmett
Hanger, R-Mount Solon,
said he is looking forward to working with Bell
during his last session.
“He did a good job of
representing the Valley,”
Hanger said. “I always enjoyed working with him,
and we worked on a lot of
common interests. He had
shared with me of his decision before announcing
it. It was still a surprise,
but I will miss working
with him.”
D e l . To n y Wi l t ,
R-Broadway, said Bell
was a mentor, friend and
confidant.
“I’m going to be sad to
see him go,” Wilt said.
Bell approached legislating with his constitu-

ents in mind, Wilt said.
“It was beyond politics
and always based on the
good of the citizens,” he
said.
D e l . S t e v e L a n d e s,
R - We y e r s C a v e , w h o
worked alongside Bell
on the House Education
Committee, said Bell’s
background in the field
g av e h i m i n s i g h t n o t
many other lawmakers
have.
“ We w o r k e d v e r y
closely, and I have known
him for many years,”
Landes said. “One of the
great things about the
Bell family is they approached things in the
team fashion. I understand he wants to spend
more time with his family,
but we will miss Anne and
Dickie in Richmond.”
Contact Jessica Wetzler
at 574-6279 or @
wetzler_jessica

Daniel Lin / DN-R

Rebecca Holloway, an ag teacher at East Rockingham High School, leads the general ag FFA
competition for students with disabilities at the Rockingham County Administration Center on
Dec. 12.

Will Aim To Keep Tickets Affordable
Field
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do; I just didn’t know when
I would do it,” she said.
Holloway is replacing Pam Edwards, who
stepped down in September after a two-year tenure.
A committee led the interview process, and the
fair board voted on the
candidates around the end
of October.
Jeff Germroth, the fair
association’s president,
said Holloway was chosen
because of her background
with the fair and agricultural experience.
“We’re very excited
about having her. She
brings a lot of energy and
enthusiasm to the job,”
Germroth said. “She is
very passionate about the
fair and the success of the
fairgrounds.”
Holloway was active in
the FFA chapter at Spotswood High School, where
she graduated in 1998.
From 1998 to 1999, Holloway was the Virginia
FFA officer, which gave her
the opportunity to travel
around the state, as well
as nationally and internationally, to promote agricultural education.
“After doing that, I
knew that I wanted to be
in the classroom teaching
students about the opportunities that agriculture
had for them and how agriculture affects our lives,
even if they’re not farmers or come from a farm,”
she said.
She earned a bachelor’s
degree in agricultural education from Virginia Tech
in 2002 and more recently
received a master’s degree
in educational leadership
from James Madison University.
She began teaching agriculture classes at her
alma mater, Spotswood,
in 2003 and moved to East
Rockingham High School
when the school opened in
2010.
She’s been at East Rock
for the last eight years.
Holloway teaches a range
of subjects, from horticulture to intro to animal
systems to general agriculture.
Eric Fitzgerald, the di-

rector of career and techni- challenges,
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said, is
is
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other 51 weeks of the year.
“Part of the fair’s goal is
“Rebecca is a people
“Part
of the fair’s goal is
to
be
part of the community
person,” he said. “I think to be part
of the community
and support the area, and
she’ll be a natural in that and
support the area, and
think she’ll help improve
position as fair [general II think
she’ll help improve
that experience,” he said.
manager].”
that experience,” he said.
Although
the
school
As general manager,
Although the school
system will be at a loss
Holloway plans to intro- system
will be at a loss
Holloway leaves her
duce new family-oriented when
when Holloway
leaves her
teaching
job,
Fitzgerald
events and activities on teaching
job, Fitzgerald
said her new gig is posi
the fairgrounds through- said
her new gig is positive for the schools.
out the year.
tive for the schools.
“We’re going to miss her
“I really want to get the
“We’re going to miss her
in her agriculture educa
focus of the Rockingham in
her agriculture education role in Rockingham
County Fairgrounds as a tion
role in Rockingham
County, but we think she’ll
community center-based County,
but we think she’ll
be a good bridge between
place,” she said. “That is be
a good bridge between
the school system and the
one of my goals, to do more the
school system and the
fair,” Fitzgerald said. “It’ll
activities that benefit the fair,”
Fitzgerald said. “It’ll
be mutually beneficial.”
community and the fair- be
mutually beneficial.”
grounds at the same time.”
Contact Shelby Mertens at
Holloway will be tasked
Contact Shelby Mertens at
574-6274, @DNR_smertens
574-6274, @DNR_smertens
with addressing the fair’s
or smertens@dnronHne.com
challenges. One of those or smertens@dnronline.com
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