SAN ANTONIO HIGHLAND GAMES ASSOCIATION
2015 SPONSORSHIP PROSPECTUS

FACT SHEET

DATES:

April 11‐12, 2015

TIMES:

Saturday, April 11 – 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Sunday, April 12 – 11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

WHERE:

Helotes Festival Grounds
12210 Leslie Road
Helotes, TX 78023
Take Bandera Road/Hwy 16 West outside of Loop 1604. Turn left on to Leslie
Road and then turn left at the sign for the Helotes Festival Grounds.

WHAT:

17th Annual San Antonio Highland Games and Celtic Music Festival
‐ Clan Village
‐ Highland Athletics
‐ Living History Displays
o Vikings
o Romans
o WWII Scottish Soldier
o Sons of Confederate Veterans
o Village Weaver
o Archers
o Artisans
o Iron Age Reenactors
‐ Celtic music
‐ Celtic dance
o Highland dance competition
o Highland dance demonstrations
o Irish dance demonstrations
o Scottish Country dance demonstrations
‐ Scottish and Irish merchandise and food vendors
‐ Sheepherding trials
‐ Scottish history seminars
‐ Scottish cooking demonstrations
‐ Bonnie knees competition
‐ Kid’s Glen

ADMISSION:

Adults ‐ $11
Children, Military, & Seniors ‐ $6
Online Adult Tickets ‐ $9

HOSTED BY:

The San Antonio Highland Games Association

ABOUT US

Our Mission
To educate the people of San Antonio and Texas about Scottish culture through the
organization and promotion of various activities, including Scottish Highland Games.
Our Motto ‐ “Twice Proud”
This motto represents our pride in both our Texas and Scottish heritage.
Our Logo
The crest’s main feature is the San Antonio Alamo resting beneath the
waving flags of Scotland and Texas. The festival name encircles this
image. Below, our motto “Twice Proud” is presented and is flanked by
an image of a Thistle (the national flower of Scotland) on the left, and
bluebonnets (the State flower of Texas) on the right. The logo
represents both the Scottish and Texan heritage of our festival, while
acknowledging the storied history of our great city – San Antonio.
Our History
For years, San Antonio Scots had driven far and wide to hear the drone of the bagpipes, to see
the toss of a caber, and to taste the flaky pastry of a traditional Scottish meat pie. Following the
1997 Gathering of the Clans in Salado, a group of these Scots decided it was high time to host
their own games. Eager to make the dream of a Highland Games in San Antonio a reality, they
drew up Articles of Incorporation for a formal association. On December 3, 1997, these articles
were submitted to the Texas Secretary of State and were approved. The San Antonio Highland
Games Association was now a reality.
The Association’s first meeting was held on January 13, 1998. With 16 people, representing five
Clans, a committee was elected to draft bylaws. By February 28, the Association was in full
swing. The committee’s bylaws were adopted and officers were elected. As word of the
Association spread quickly throughout the Texas Scottish population, membership grew
steadily after the first meeting.
Initially, the Games were held at Retama Park in Selma, Texas, just north of San Antonio.
Eventually, the crowds outgrew the available space and another location was needed. The
Association found the perfect location at the Helotes Fair Grounds, where the Helotes Festival
Association holds their annual Cornyval Festival. Since re‐locating to Helotes, the Games have
continued to grow and celebrated their 15th Anniversary in 2014.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Texas Festival and Events Association (TFEA) Awards:
Each year TFEA honors the brightest and best in its annual Marketing Awards Contest. Entries
from TFEA members are judged by a panel of industry experts and awards are presented in
over 50 categories. The Zenith Award is the highest honor that TFEA presents for marketing
excellence. The San Antonio Highland Games Association won the Zenith Award in 2012 and a
record number of 1st place awards in 2014. Festivals and Events are grouped for judging based
upon their operating budget. The San Antonio Highland Games competes in the category
“Events with an Operating Budget Under $75,000”. Awards received by the San Antonio
Highland Games Association for the last four years are presented below.
2014
1st Place – Best Full‐Length TV Program
1st Place – Best Social Media
1st Place – Best Event Program (3 or less colors)
1st Place – Best Miscellaneous Printed Material – Multipage
1st Place – Best Promotional Poster
1st Place – Best Cover Design
1st Place – Best Ad Series
1st Place – Best Public Safety/Security Plan
1st Place – Best Press/Media Kit
2nd Place – Best Radio Promotion
2nd Place – Best Event Website
2nd Place – Best Event/Organization E‐Newsletter
2nd Place – Best Event Invitation
2nd Place – Best T‐Shirt Design
3rd Place – Best Single Magazine Display Ad
3rd Place – Best Billboard
2013
1st Place – Best Event Website
1st and 2nd Place – Best Event Photograph
1st Place – Best Miscellaneous Printed Material (Car Magnets)

ACHIEVEMENTS

1st Place – Best Public Safety/Security Plan
1st Place – Best Street Banner
1st Place – Best Sponsor ‐ Lion & Rose
1st Place – Best Press/Media Kit
1st Place – Best T‐shirt Design
2nd Place – Best Miscellaneous Multimedia
2nd Place – Best Single Newspaper Display Ad
2nd Place – Best Ad Series
2nd Place – Best New Event
2nd Place – Zenith Award
3rd Place – Best Social Media
3rd Place – Best Promotional Poster
3rd Place – Best Billboard
2012
1st Place – Best Event Website
1st Place – Best Event Program
1st Place – Best Street Banner
1st Place – Best Cover Design
1st Place – Best Event E‐newsletter
1st Place – Best Single Newspaper Display Ad
1st Place – Best Radio Promotion
1st Place – Best Miscellaneous Printed Material ‐ Multipage
2nd Place – Best Other Merchandise
2nd Place – Best Social Media
2nd Place – Best Billboard
2nd Place – Best T‐Shirt Design
2nd Place – Best New Merchandise
2nd Place – Best Mascot
3rd Place – Best Event Photograph
3rd Place – Best Other Merchandise
ZENITH Award

ACHIEVEMENTS

2011
1st Place – Best Event Website
1st Place – Best Social Media Site
1st Place – Best Miscellaneous Media (Digital billboards)

SUMMARY

The non‐profit San Antonio Highland Games Association (SAHGA) was founded to educate the
people of San Antonio and Texas about Scottish culture through the organization and
promotion of various activities, including Scottish Highland Games. Annually the SAHGA hosts
the San Antonio Highland Games and Celtic Music Festival typically on the first weekend of
April.
Each year, the festival hosts over 30 Clans which provide an opportunity for patrons to find out
if their family name is Scottish, learn a bit about their Clan, and join their Clan, if desired. The
Highland Games features both male and female athletes from all over the world competing in
feats of strength such as the caber toss, sheaf toss, weight over bar, weight for distance,
hammer throw, and stone put. Several world records have been set at the San Antonio
Highland Games. Patrons can also interact with living history displays including Vikings, a World
War II Scottish Soldier, the Sons of Confederate Veterans, a Village Weaver, Archers, Artisans,
and Iron Age reenactors. Scottish food such as haggis, shepherd's pie, and Highland beef can
also be tried at one of several food vendors. For those not as daring, more traditional American
food is also offered. Celtic merchants are also on site selling kilts, jewelry, t‐shirts, handmade
crafts, and various other items.
Celtic music takes various forms at the Festival including Celtic rock, traditional Scottish and
Irish tunes, folk music, bluegrass, harp, bagpipes, and more. With two music stages and a Celtic
jam session tent, visitors can be sure to find something to delight their eardrums.
A Highland dance competition, scheduled for Saturday typically draws over 70 competitors
from all across Texas and as far away as Nevada and Tennessee. The dancers compete in up to
eleven dances in one of five categories ‐ Primary (age 6 & under), Beginner, Novice,
Intermediate, and Premier. Festival patrons also have the opportunity to watch Scottish
Highland Dancing, Scottish Country Dancing, and Irish Dancing exhibitions are various times
over the weekend.
Other events at the Highland Games and Celtic Music Festival include sheepherding trials,
Scottish history seminars, Scottish cooking demonstrations, and a Bonnie Knees
competition. Families will be happy to take their kids to the Kid's Glen where the wee bairns
can participate in crafts, listen to storytelling, and learn about Scottish history and culture.
The festival, which draws approximately 10,000 people over the weekend, is organized by
approximately 25 SAHGA members and run by several hundred volunteers. The organization
has four officers and six directors, all of which are volunteer positions. Most members of the
organization are also heavily involved in other volunteer organizations in San Antonio.
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DEMOGRAPHICS

Average attendance each year is 9,000. Attendance in 2014 was estimated at 7,500. This
number was lower than usual due to the Scottish‐themed weather we experienced (i.e. cold
and wet)
This demographic data is the result of an after event survey administered through Constant
Contact. The survey was sent to those on our Constant Contact email list. Additionally, a
request was posted to our Facebook page asking people to complete the survey. We paid to
boost the post and as a result, we reached 6,440 people. Our survey netted 111 responses.
Some respondents chose not to provide demographic data; therefore, not all of the
demographic percentages will total 100%.
Sex
Male

36.0%
Annual Income

Female 59.4%
Age

Under $15,000

5.4%

$15,000 - $29,999

7.2%

Younger than 18

0.0%

$30,000 - $44,999

8.1%

18 - 24

2.7%

$45,000 - $59,999

5.4%

25 - 34

16.2%

$60,000 - $74,999

15.3%

35 - 44

21.6%

$75,000 - $89,999

10.8%

45 - 54

27.0%

$90,000 or more

18.9%

55 - 64
65 or older

18.9%
9.0%

Prefer not to answer 24.3%

Race
African-American (Non-Hispanic)

0.0%

Asian/Pacific Islanders

0.0%

Caucasian (Non-Hispanic)

71.1%

Latino or Hispanic

6.3%

Native American, Aleut or Aboriginal Peoples

1.8%

Other
No Responses

12.6%
8.1%

DEMOGRAPHICS

Zip Code Map (Zip Code List available by request)
One entry from Scotland is not shown on this map

Zip Code Map displaying only responses from the San Antonio Area

DEMOGRAPHICS

Media Partners and Results
Express‐News – This ad ran in the mySA Weekend section in the Friday edition of the San
Antonio Express News. The Friday paper has a circulation of approximately 115,000. In
addition, 25,000 copies of this section were also delivered to free‐standing racks in restaurants
and downtown.

DEMOGRAPHICS

SA Current – Two full page advertisements (one a week for two subsequent weeks) were
published in the SA Current for a total of 106,000 impressions.

The SA Current also sent their event team to the 2014 Festival and took photos, which were
then posted on their website as a slide show on 11 April 2014 and had 6,963 views. The
slideshow can be found here: http://photos.sacurrent.com/events‐slideshows/san‐antonio‐
highland‐games/#1

DEMOGRAPHICS
Helotes Echo – The following ad was published in the March 26th issue of the Helotes Echo and
it reached 17,000 homes.

DEMOGRAPHICS
Additionally, an article was published on April 2nd, promoting the Highland Games that were to
be held that weekend. The article began on the cover of the newspaper and continued on page
11. Below is the article that was published. This issue reached 17,000 homes.

DEMOGRAPHICS
Finally, two photos were published after the event on April 9th, including one photo on the
cover of the newspaper. This issue reached 17,000 homes. Here are the photos that were
published.

DEMOGRAPHICS

DEMOGRAPHICS
Clear Channel Outdoors – Four Digital Billboards were run from March 7 – April 4, 2014. During
that time the billboards were displayed over 53,000 times, with an average of 730 displays per
location, per day. Below is the report from Clear Channel Outdoors which shows the billboards
displayed, as well as the number of spots delivered over the display period.

MARKETING EFFORT
WOAI News – This advertisement was displayed on the 7 day weather forecast on April 1, 2014.

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
Sponsorship of the San Antonio Highland Games and Celtic Music Festival offers your
organization a chance to reach a particular group of citizens who are unique in their interest of
Celtic culture. This event raises awareness of a culture that is not typically represented broadly
within San Antonio. Although our customers may be viewed as a “small fish in a big pond”
when it comes to their heritage, they can appreciate the quality and value that comes from an
organization that caters to a niche market.
As a relatively small festival (compared to other San Antonio events), we can offer more “bang
for your buck” in sponsorship. We are not a festival with hundreds of sponsors where your
name gets lost in a crowd. We work with you individually to tailor a sponsorship package just
for you and entertain both cash, and in‐kind inquiries. Our goal is not to “take the money and
run”, but rather to build a long‐term relationship that is mutually beneficial.
Below are some ideas for sponsorship opportunities; however, we’re willing to entertain other
ideas to make a package that works for you.
Program Printing: Covers the cost of printing approximately 2,500 programs. Sponsor receives
advertising on back cover.
Program Advertisement: Covers cost of sponsor ad inside program. Ad size varies between ¼
page up to full page. Ads can be black and white or color, depending on sponsorship level.
T‐shirt Printing: Covers cost of printing t‐shirts for sale at festival. Sponsor receives logo on
back of shirt. Sponsorship could cover entire cost, or a portion of printing costs.
Website: Covers all or a portion of annual website cost. Sponsor received either scrolling or
static logo on website, depending on sponsorship level.
Athletics area:




Covers annual purchase of new equipment (Note not all equipment is purchased new
each year). Sponsor receives premier location for sponsor banner and announcement
of sponsor name multiple times during athletic events.
Covers purchase or donation of prizes for athletics competition. Sponsor receives
announcement of sponsor name multiple times during athletic events.

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
Piping and Drumming Competition: Covers cost to hire and house piping and drumming judges
and/or cost of medals/trophies. Sponsor receives premium banner location and/or name/logo
engraved on trophy.
Highland Dancing Competition: Covers cost to hire and house judges and/or cost of
medals/trophies. Sponsor receives premium banner location, announcement of sponsor name
during award ceremony, and name/logo in awards program.
Music Stage: Covers cost to rent tent (if applicable) and/or hire musicians for stage
entertainment. Depending on the level of donation, the sponsor can receive premium location
for sponsor banner, naming rights for the stage, name printed on map identifying stage location
(maps are free and are handed out to all patrons), scrolling logo on website, and/or 10’X10’
booth to pass out promotional material.
Cooking Demonstrations: Covers cost of food for four cooking demonstrations throughout
weekend. Sponsor receives indoor location for sponsor banner within seminar area and
announcement of sponsor during each cooking demonstration.
The San Antonio Highland Games can also tailor a package to suit your needs including one or a
combination of the benefits listed below.









Logo on our Website
Logo on promotional materials
Logo on schedule/map (passed out free to all patrons)
10X10 booth to demo product or pass out information
Banner (provided by sponsor) location on grounds
Stage naming rights
Name mentioned during performances/seminars
Name included in television advertising

We are also always up for suggestions and out of the box thinking on ways to help your
sponsorship be a success for both parties.

CONTACT

San Antonio Highland Games Association
P.O. Box 5526
San Antonio, TX 78201
www.sahga.org
Tamara Carroll
President
210‐833‐2954 cell
president@sahga.org

