
In the 1840s, your garden would be your medicine cabinet, spice rack 
and household supply closet! Learn how the herbs in our village garden

were used in the 19th century and what their equivalents are today.

How well do you know your herbs?

Did you ever soothe a bitten tongue or a toothache with something like Orajel? In the
19th century, Ajuga, or carpet bugle, was sometimes crushed and mixed with lard,
butter or other fats to make an ointment for bruises and mouth sores.

Carpet Bugle (Ajuga reptans)

Some plants have a lot of aliases. Heartsease is also called Come-and-Cuddle-Me and
was sometimes used as a love charm! A dose of heartsease tea might not make someone
fall in love with you, but the pretty flowers might help if they had a cough!

Heartsease (Viola tricolor)

It’s not strange to see lemons and oranges and grapefruit at the grocery store all year
round. Back then in New England, you would have had lemons only a few months of the
year. In between, you might have used lemon balm from your garden to add a zesty
flavor to food.

Lemon balm (Melissa officinalis)

Did your favorite woolen sweater or hat ever get munched on by moths and beetles?
For hundreds of years, lavender was the herbal equivalent of mothballs. Many people
still use lavender sachets to keep their clothes insect-free and sweet-smelling.

Lavender (Lavandula angustifolia)

What’s inside your pillows and stuffed toys? Probably lots of Polyfil or some other
synthetic fibers. In the 1800s, that stuffing might have been feathers or the fuzzy
seeds from milkweed. During World War II, milkweed seeds were collected to stuff life
jackets because they could float!

Milkweed (Asclepias syriaca)

Want to see a video of these herbs and their modern equivalents? 
check it out at www.storrowtonvillage.com/Learnathome



Did anyone ever tell you to “take a chill pill” when you were upset? An 1800s version
might be a cup of valerian root tea, which could soothe anxiety and help you sleep.
You can still find valerian used in SleepyTime tea.

Valerian (Valeriana officinalis)

Sage was and still is a favorite seasoning, especially for turkey stuffing at
Thanksgiving! Sage tea was also used as a headache remedy. Willow bark was another
herbal headache remedy, and was eventually synthesized to make aspirin.

Sage (Salvia officinalis)

If you cut yourself today, you might put some Neosporin or Bactine on the cut to
prevent infection. In the 1840s, you might crush up plantain leaves and use the juice as
a natural antiseptic.

Plantain (Plantago lanceolatA)

Ewwww! What’s that smell? Today, you’d grab a can of air freshener to mask a stink.
Back then, people would scatter fragrant flowers and leaves on the floor so when
people stepped on them they would release pleasant scents to cover up nasty odors.

Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis)

If you think bugs are a nuisance today, they were worse 200 years ago! Not only
mosquitoes, but fleas, bedbugs, lice and other stinging, biting pests were quite common.
Rubbing tansy on your skin or clothes would make you a little less tasty and stinkier to
the bugs.

Tansy (Tanacetum vulgare)

In the 1800s, paper was made from linen or cotton and was too expensive to use in the
outhouse. Instead people used soft, fuzzy leaves from plants like mullein instead of
toilet paper, which wasn’t manufactured in the U.S. until 1857!

Mullein (Verbascum Thapsus)

many of these plants were used as food or medicine in the past,
though maybe not so much today beecause some are now
considered to be toxic! Always research any plant to make sure
they are safe for use at home.
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2. This herb could add some citrus flavor
during wintertime.
5. Does your crush have a cough? Be sweet
and Give them a cup of this tea.
6. Throw some of this herb on the floor and
invite friends over for a dance party that
makes the house smell great.
8. A 19th century teddy bear could be stuffed
with the fuzzy seeds of this herb.

Down
1. This herb was often used as toilet paper in the 19th century.
3. You would have used this herb to fight infection if you cut
your finger.
4. Got moths? This herb could stop them from eating your
favorite clothes.
7. A tea made with this herb could help you sleep soundly.
9. Mix this herb with lard and you can soothe a tooth ache.
10. Got a headache in autumn? Make some tea with this herb.
11. Rub this herb on your skin for insect repellent.
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Complete the crossword by filling in a word that fits each clue below.
Herb crossword puzzle


